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essential features of the state- 
ment of Mr. James J. Hill, presi- 

} dent of the Great Northern Rail- 

way, made before the committee 
on nterstate commerce of the United 
Stai = senate, at Washington, on May 3. 
MR. HILL’S STATEMENT 

T' -re is only one safe basis upon which 
low ates can be made, and that is a low 
cost of producing the transportation. It 
isn: and never can be made a safe basis 
for ‘ e business of the country to be built 
upo: that the one party to the transaction, 
the» irty that furnishes the transporta- 
tion, must furnish it at a loss. Under 
such onditions, sooner or later, that enter- 

rise ‘alls to the ground—it is destroyed. 

he uly basis for low rates isa low cost 
of pr ducing the rate. 

Th: re is another view of it. It is taken 
gene’ lly throughout the country that a 
rate «nce made is always a rate that is 
com; ilsory; that if a railway voluntarily 
mak«s a rate from one point to another on 
shipments of any commodity it follows 
that ‘hat rate, which is voluntarily made, 
isa fxir and compensatory rate as far as 
the rsilway is concerned: and it would be 
a very difficult thing to convince a judge 
or a jury that the railway.could not make 
the :ate under all conditions. 

RATE CONDITIONS VARY DAILY 

The conditions under which rates are 
made vary almost daily. If a railway 
company had a lot of empty cars moving 
in one direction, it goes without saying 
that they could afford to make a lower rate 
to fill those cars than if they had to send 
the cars out with that load and bring 
them back empty. But what do you find? 
Hard and fast, the railway is up against 
the proposition that if you ever make a 
rate that rate must stand for all time 
against you. And that alone goes further 
to hold up rates than anything else. You 
must make a rate always assuming that 
you have to bring the car back empty, be- 
cause you are called upon when you have 
empty cars going out. You are called up- 
on to send acar out with this load and 
there is nothing to bring back. That in 
itself, in my opinion—and I have watched 
it closely—goes further to hold rates up 
than almost anything else. 

TRUE BASIS OF RATES 
_ There is but one true basis for determin- 
ing the reasonableness of a rate; there 
hever can be but one; and that is the val- 
ue of the service, and that is determined 
by the density of traffic. If I have $100,000 
profit to raise and 100,000 tons of freight, 
it is very easy; I must make a profit of $1 
aton. Now, if you will give me 200,000 
tous of freight 50 cents a ton will be suf- 
ficient, and if you will give me 400,000 tons 
2% ceuts a ton profit gives me the amount 
Iwant. The density of traffic must deter- 
Ihin« the rate. The cost varies on different 
dist: icts of a railway. Among sixteen 
dist: icts on the Great Northern Railway 
we : od some places where the cost is over 
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thre times as much as it is in other 
plac s. If the average rate or the average 
cost of the Great Northern for a year were 


app’ ed to some divisions the rate would 
be -ohibitory, almost; and in others it 
Wo!.' | result in a loss to the company. We 
hav. divisions where the amount that it 
cos’ us for transporting a ton of freight 
100 iles is 20 per cent higher than the 
ave ge rate that we receive from the pub- 
lic’ » the whole road. You are dealing 
Wii the questions that exist today. Can 
you :pply the conditions that exist today to 
tor srrow or next week or next month? 
It: absolutely impossible. It can not be 
do: For that reason you have to deal 
Wii’ the question and the conditions and 
the “acts that are shown in this particular 





_ RAILWAYS IN A NEW COUNTRY 

‘ou will pardon my reference to our 
yw road, as lam more familiar with the 
‘ons upon it than Iam with those 
“Ing other roads. We have built up 
oa toa greater extent, possibly, than it 
‘as ever been built in the same time. For 















OF RAILWAY RATES 


instance, three quarters of our mileage 
today lies in a country that twenty years 
ago was unoccupied, and the number of 
tons moved 1 mile, or thedensity of traffic 
has passed the figure established by roads 
that are in older countries and have been 
in existence twice as long as we have. 
There are not to exceed 15 people to the 
square mile for the entire length of our 
road, and still our tonnage, our density of 











try, that all you can carry is what that 
country produces, and you are charged 
with the prosperity of every man on the 
line of the road, if he works. 


DISCRIMINATION NECESSARY 
_ You might say there shall be no discrim- 
ination. That condition will never exist. 


If there were no discrimination the people 
would come down here in great throngs 



































MR. JAMES J. HILL 


traffic, isas great as the average of the 
state of Illinois, where the density of pop- 
ulation is much greater, Our average 
rates will compare favorably with the 
rates of any line west from Chicago. 

In making these rates we have to take 
into consideration what the country pro- 
duces. You build a railroad into a coun- 
try. Can you choose what you are going 
to carry? By no means. You must carry 
whatever the natural resources of that 
country produce or develop, and you must 
carry the goods to a market. You must 
enable the man who lives on the farm or 
works in the forest or in the mine tocarry 
on his work with a profit or he will cease 
to work, and your investment becomes 
worthless—it is gone. you must make up 
your mind, in building a road intoa coun- 


and ask you to authorize discriminations. 
We have to discriminate against ourselves. 
For instance, we built a line to the Pacific 
coast, and when I went out there before 
the line was built and looked it over, there 
was nothing there to carry east, except 
lumber—the most magnificent forests on 
the continent or anywhere that I know 
anything about. They did not think of 
shipping lumber east. There were 40,000,- 
000 or 50,000,000 people north of the Ohio 
river and east of the Rocky mountains 
using more lumber and with more money 
to pay for lumber than the same number 
of people anywhere else on the face of the 
earth, but they were getting their lumber 
from our own more eastern states, rapidly 
cutting it off, and buying up in Canada, 
going finally to the south, and bringing 
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up southern lumber. Now, I called the peo- 
ple together—the mill men. , All the trade 
they had was what went out by the sea. 
I called them together and I asked them 
what rate they could pay. I said: ‘‘You 
are paying 90 cents a hundred to Lake 
Superior or to the Twin Cities.’’ They 
said if we could make it 65, which was a 
reduction of 25 cents a hundred, that it 
would be perfectly satisfactory. I knew 
they could not ship anything at that rate, 
and we made them a rate of 40 cents a 
hundred on fir. That is the lowest lumber 
rate that has ever been madein the world. 
It is a rate of 4 mills a ton a mile. Wedis- 
criminated against the lumber on the 
eastern end of our own road. But today 
the trees on the eastern end are all counted, 
and in fifteen years—theoretically in ten 
years—they will all be cut. 
EXAMPLE OF RESULTS 

I went there in 1890, and the road was 
finished in 1893. In 1897 we were carrying 
about four trains a week eastward over the 
Cascade Mountains. We are now carrying 
four trains a day, and the people in the 
east and the lumbermen in the east have 
not suffered. We had to discriminate 
against them, because if you can not carry 
to market what the country produces, 
whether it is coal or iron or lumber or corn 
or cotton, if you can not carry it to mar- 
ket and find a place where the man who 
produces it can sell it, you will have noth- 
ing else tocarry. That is all that that road 
is built for. 

Senator Foraker: 
profitable? 

Mr. Hill: Certainly. 

nel Foraker: Standing alone, by it- 
self? 

Mr. Hill: No, sir; not if we had had to 
haul empty cars out; but I will carry it a 
little further: it was to load back the cars 
that went out there with merchandise. 
There had theretofore been nothing with 
which to load them back. 

Senator Foraker: You took back lum- 
ber rather than take the cars back empty” 

Mr. Hill: Yes, sir; and it was so suc- 
cessful that in a short time the lumber in- 
creased so that they were calling for emp- 
ty cars; and if the people of the state of 
Washington did nothing but devote their 
entire energies to destroying different 
classes of goods and all their capital they 
could not furnish the empties to carry the 
lumber east. And that drove us on to the 
sea. That drove us to look beyond—to 
look to Asia for our loading west. Now 
the trade is nearly balanced. Before, we 
had to bring cars back. 

EFFECT OF INTERFERENCE 

A year ago we were carrying flour from 
Minnesota to Australia and to China and 
Japan; but the interstate commerce com- 
mission came in and affixed a condition 
that compelled us to stop carrying the 
trade. 

Senator Foraker: 
dition? 

Mr. Hill: They said: ‘‘You must file 
with us your through rate, and your pro- 
portion as between your ship—whether it 
is your ship or anybody else’s—with us in 
Washington.’’ We said: ‘‘If we file that 
rate, it is a public rate, and the German 
ship or the British ship or the Dutch ship 
or the Norwegian ship or the Italian ship 
is under no such obligation; we can not 
change it after we have filed it with you 
without notifying you.’’ Our agent in 
Hongkong, at $2.50 a word, could cable 
and get a rate, and we could telegraph to 
Washington, and in the course of time— 
we might get the rate back in seven or 
eight or ten days to Hongkong—but in the 
meantime the other fellow has contracted 
for the stuff, and we do not carry it. 

We simply withdrew the rates. Now, 
we do not carry any of that business from 
Minnesota at all. 

Senator Foraker: What did that amount 
to? 

Mr. Hill: Last year to about 40,000 tons. 

Senator Foraker: Who is carrying that 
now? 

Mr. Hill: 

Senator Clapp: 


Was that lumber rate 


What was that con- 


Nobody. 
While you are on that 
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question, state the rate that you put into 
effect for the flour going west. j 
Mr. Hill: The rate was 45c. 
Senator Clapp: For what distance? 
Mr. Hill: To Hongkong. 
Senator Co: From the twin cities? 
Mr. Hill: es. 
THE COTTON TRADE 


The Chairman: If you had not had this 
interruption by the commission, if you 
might call it that, you would be shipping 
this flour now, and this cotton? 

Mr. Hill: We carried 73 per cent of the 
cotton. We started the first cotton by 
guaranteeing the Japanese that if there 
was a loss in mixing our long-staple cot- 
ton with the short-staple India cotton we 
would stand the loss if bien took two or 
three carloads; and it resulted in a very 
large amount of business. It was the 
same way with American iron and steel. 
It was a little contest. A railroad is not 
entirely, in my experience, a charitable 
institution. It is carried on for the pur- 
pose of getting a return on the invest- 
ment. But we get our return very easily; 
and if we did not carry a ton of Oriental 
business in twenty years our shareholders 
would not know the difference; and if we 
had not any ship on the high seas it would 
not affect our dividends; and if we did 
not build a mile of new road it would not 
affect our dividends. 

THE EXPORT TRADE 

Senator Foraker: Then why do you 
have these ship lines? 

Mr. Hill: We thought at one time that 
it was an advantage to everybody—to the 
country and the railroad and to the people 
of our section—to have the additional 
markets and to extend our trade. 

Senator Cullom: Have you given that 
idea up? 

Mr. Hill: It has been qualified a good 
deal. Sometimes it may be held that it is 
against the law. You ask me a question. 
I find it is against the law to have the 
power to restrain trade; and it isa great- 
er power to carry it on. The power to car- 
ry it on is necessarily greater than the 
power to restrain it; and we have had a 
severe lesson. 

The Chairman: And if you had been 
left to act for yourselves, without this re- 
quirement of filing the rate at Washing- 
ton, you would still be shipping these 40,- 
000 tons of flour and more cotton to the 
Orient? 

Mr. Hill: We are carrying a great deal 
of cotton now; but during the last year, 
owing to the short crop, wheat found mar- 
kets at home. We did not have the usual 
shipments from the United States of from 
100,000,000 to 125,000,000 bus a year of 
wheat to be exported. 

The Chairman: If you had had it, and 
there had been a surplus, then would it 
have gone? 

Mr. Hill: We had not the surplus. 
Wheat was 110 or 112 cents in Chicago, 
Minneapolis, or Duluth. Now, with the 
promise of more wheat and better crops 
and normal conditions, the market is 
about 85 cents; so that the Oriental mar- 
ket would be a great advantage to our 
people. 

Senator Foraker: I want to know 
whether you gave up that trade, for which 
you made extensive preparations, to the 
extent that you may have surrendered it— 
we understand you to say that you have 
abandoned it to a certain extent—because 
you did not find it profitable or of any ad- 
vantage to yourself or the country, or 
whether the restrictions put upon you by 
the law, which we might have something 
to do with removing if they were prejudi- 
cial, led you to do it. 

Mr. Hill: To answer your question, the 
difficulty of carrying it on is so great as 
under ordinary conditions to make it not 
worth our while, unless it would bring 
some pecuniary advantage. The share- 
holders of our road would find fault with 
me for asking them to put their money 
into enterprises that are not going to bring 
them any return. 

COMPARATIVE RATES 

The average rate. in Great Britain for 
hauling a ton of freight a hundred miles 
is $2.35. That covers the delivery of small 
packages—the cartage in many cases; in 
some cases it does not. The rate in France 
is $2.02, about. In Austria it is $1.88; in 
Germany, $1.76; in Russia, where the haul 
is long and the conditions are more like 
those in our own country, the rate is $1.70; 
in the United States it is 76c. ; 

If in the United States everything in the 
way of wages and material for the main- 
tenance of the railway is higher than it is 
in Europe, and labor is from three to five 
times as high, and the rate is about 40 per 
cent of the average of Europe, our system 
of transportation has made a prima facie 
case that the rate isa low one. It is the 
lowest rate in the world, and it is a won- 
der to a great many of the railway men 
abroad how it isdone. With an average 
rate throughout the country that is only 
40 per cent of the average rate of Europe, 
we are not, I think, claiming too much 
when we claim that we have accomplished 
a great deal in the way of transportation; 
and,‘starting with that, itis a low rate. 
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The conditions under which these rates 
are made vary constantly. Take one in- 
stance: Coal is ag carried to market 
in large quantities. It would look on its 
face as if the conditions would be perma- 
nent; but they are not. The seasons vary, 
and the consumption of coal varies with 
the season. The equipment necessary to 
7 the demand for coal in the winter 
months is very much greater than it is in 
the summer months, and railroads are ex- 
pected to be able to furnish the equipment 
when it is called for. So that the condi- 
tions are varying to such an extent as to 
greatly affect the cost of producing the 
transportation; and therein is, to my 
mind, the great difficulty of fixing a fu- 
ture rate where you do not know what the 
future conditions will be. 

The rates in this country for fifteen 
years, you might say, have been in a con- 
dition of evolution. If there is reason- 
able latitude given to the railway com- 
panies, allowing those that are able to do 
the work at a low rate todo it, I think the 
rates will go lower. 


DEVELOPMENT OF TONNAGE 


In 1882 the Great Northern had 1,000 
miles of railway and it moved 1,007,000 
tons. In 1903, twenty-one years later, it 
had 5,598 miles of railway and moved 16,- 
148,000. The increase in twenty-one years 
was over 1,600 per cent. And that mileage 
was built ina country that in 1882 was 
unoccupied. Now, the rate. In 1882 the 
rate per hundred miles was $2.518, or near- 
ly 2.52c per ton per fhile. The rate twenty- 
one years later was 85.7c per hundred 
miles, or 0.857¢c per ton per mile, one-third 
of what it was twenty-one years before. 
Now, to bring that to dollars and cents. 
Had the company received the same aver- 
age rate per ton per mile in 1903 as it did 
in 1882 it would have collected $90,820,000 
as freight earnings, while the actual col- 
lections were $30,915,000, a decrease 
through the reduction in freight rates of 
$59,905,000 in 21 years: and these figures 
are from the published reports of the rail- 
way commission. 


RESULT OF NON-INTERFERENCE 


We had to build the country up; we had 
to drag the settlers into the country and 
we had to find a market for everything 
they could produce. In some cases we had 
to take seed to them; but now they are 
able to buy their own seed. 

We have a greater interest in building 
up the people on the line of the road, 
whether it is in Minnesota, Dakota, or 
Washington, or Montana, than anybody 
else; because unless we build them up we 
will not be built up ourselves. They must 
prosper in order that we shall prosper, and 
if they are poor we will be poor with 
them. You can not separate them. The 
man may move away, the railway man 
may move away, but the railway and the 
land are there, and they will prosper to- 
gether or be poor together: and if a man 
does not realize that, he is far from home. 


RAILWAY FACILITIES 


Take the facilities the railways have for 
hauling that business and consider them. 
The railway facilities have barely in- 
creased. They have not, for some reason, 
kept pace with the growing demands. 
Maybe they have lacked courage, but they 
do not provide adequate terminal facili- 
ties. There is another reason: The public 
has got in the habit of making warehouses 
of cars. The average car movement in 
the United States per diem per annum is 
about 24 or 25 miles. If the trains run an 
average of 12 miles an hour, the equip- 
ment is used two hours out of twenty- 
four. It is very difficult to find any other 
business where the use of its facilities for 
two hours out of twenty-four will be 
charged with the maintenance of the prop- 
erty and a return on the capital invested. 
And if the average shipper can not let a 
car stand until he is ready to unload it, he 
feels injured; greatly injured. That is 
one reason why the traffic lines are com- 
pelled during a great part of the year to 
give up the attempt to move the business 
from the west. 

There was no place to put freight when 
you got it east. It was jammed tight full, 
and the cup would not hold any more. 
Now, the Pennsylvania Railroad, is 
spending, oh, how many millions for ter- 
minals, increasing their terminals; but 
they will] not increase their terminals as 
fast as the business increases. And in re- 
gard to this business that is going to the 
Gulf, remember that the Gulf labors un- 
der a great disadvantage. It costs more 
to ship from New Orleans or Galveston, to 
charter a ship to any port in Europe, than 
it does from Baltimore or Philadelphia or 
New York; but, because they are not so 
crowded, you can get the _ business 
through; and with this enormous increase 
in the tonnage of the country—I want to 
put it fairly before you—I want toask you 
to be most careful not to cripple a_busi- 
ness that is as important as the railway 
business is to the country; not because it 
is ours—we will take care of ourselves. 
Before you would get down to where we 
live there would be a great many corpses 
lying around the country. 


DANGER OF CONGESTION 


It would be very easy to imagine a con- 
dition where the business of the count 
would be absolutely tied up, manacled, 
because there would be no way to handle 
it. We have Minneapolis, the largest flour- 
producing center in the world. Usually 
it is impossible for them to sell 10,000 or 
20,000 bbls of flour for shipment, for ex- 
port, to get gp age to agree to deliver it 
in New York in thirty days. If a man 
has engaged room ona ship he wants to 
know that he can get his flour from Min- 
neapolis to New York in thirty days. We 
can send it from Minneapolis to Chicago 
in thirty-six hours; but Heaven only 
knows—and it won’t tell—when it will 
leave Chicago. 

HOW TO OVERCOME IT 

Senator Cullom: What is your sugges- 
tion as to the way out of this situation, so 
that produce can be shipped when it is 
ready to start? 

Mr. Hill: 
firm believer in all natural laws where we 
have demonstrated that they are laws, and 
the law of the survival of the fittest is a 
natural law that we can safely adopt. I 
think I would let a railway company con- 
sider the investment; I would protect the 
property as I would any other property, 
and I would hold them for their good be- 
havior, as I would everybody else. If the 
railway company can make the rate and 
can do it profitably, give them an oppor- 
tunity todo it. Do not say, ‘‘You must 
make good this man’s mistakes.’’ If I 
build a factory today, or buy one that is 
out of date, with machinery 25 or 30 years 
old, and my neighbor comes in and builds 
a factory with modern machinery and he 
can produce the cloth for 10 or 15 per cent 
less than I can produce it for, would I not 
look strange to go and ask him to divide 
his profit with me? That is what a great 
many railways ask, and a great many peo- 


ple think it would be an advantage to the. 


country to allow the railways to make 
pools. My theory is: Hold them to a 
strict observance of the Jaw and enforce it, 
and let them have room according to their 
heft. Let them have room to see what 
they can do, what they will do; nothing 
else ever brought our rates down. 

NECESSITY OF INCREASED INVESTMENT 


The effect upon the business of the coun- 
try of the inability of the railways to 
handle what has to be handled, or what is 
waiting to be handled, and this enormous 
increase is going to call for tremendous 
investments; and what are the roads com- 
pelled to do? I tell you frankly I see no 
other way than higher rates east to Chi- 
cago, and I think they are altogether too 
high now. , 

QUESTION OF TERMINALS 

There are these questions of terminals 
and arbitraries, and so on. I have been 
through this business, and we have given 
up more things than a portion of the for- 
eign trade. Take the case of grain going 
from Chicago to Buffalo: A few years 
ago it cost a cent and a quarter a bushel 
for elevating grain in Buffalo, and I 
thought it was next to robbery. The 
Buffalo elevator pool had control of the 
situation, and the stock sold at six or seven 
hundred. We built a steel elevator there 
witha copaessy of nearly 3,000,000 bushels 
and put the rate down to half a cent. It 
was a new responsibility. We were at- 
tacked in Buffalo and we were attacked 
everywhere, and after a few years inter- 
ested parties came along and said: ‘‘We 
will give you so much.’’ I think they 
gave us $300,000 more than it cost, and we 
let them have it, because this taking all 
the burden of all the people on your 
shoulders, in place of getting help from 
them, sometimes does not pay. 

VARIABLE RATES NECESSARY 

A rate that may be a reasonable rate 
today, the next day or next month may be 
absolutely unreasonable. That, I think, 
is apparent. The important thing in any 
section of the country is to make a low 
rate on the natural products of that coun- 
try. A low rate on coal and on hard-wood 
lumber from West Virginia will help West 
Virginia more than anything else. A low 
rate in Texas on cotton, and up in Minne- 
sota and Dakota on grain will help them 
more than anything else. To illustrate: 
Let a man have 40 acres of wheat, with a 
yield of 20 bushels totheacre. That would 
give him 800 bushels, 48,000 pounds, or 24 
tons. A reduction of 5 cents a hundred 
would be $1 a ton on 24 tons, and would 
give him #24 on his crop. Now, suppose 
that this man goes to the country store 
and brings away not salt or nails or lum- 
ber or coal—they are carried at special low 
rates—but what we call shelf goods, mer- 
chandise; that he brings away 50 pounds 
once a week. He would bring 2,600 pounds 
in a year. Suppose his merchandise that 
he brings away costs an average of 50 cents 
a hundred. he entire amount that the 
railway company would receive on that 
2,600 pounds would be $13. If you cut 
the rate in two it would be $6.50. What 
difference would that make to the farmer? 
Would: he get a pair of shoes for less, 
whether they are carried at one rate or the 


’unoccupied wilderness. 


Well, now, Senator, I am a” 
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other? But it does make a difference of 
$24 to him whether his wheat is carried at 
the higher or the lower rate. Twenty-four 
dollars is probably more than the railway 
company receives, twice over, on his en- 
tire consumption of shelf goods—genera] 
goods. 

Now, if we did not make the rate so as 
to encourage the production of that. wheat 
in a wheat country where there is nothing 
else, what would become of the merchan- 
dise? There would not be any. There 
would not be any churches or school 
houses or doctors or school-teachers or 
clergymen; there would not be any town 
there. It would return to what it was 
twenty-five or thirty or forty years ago—an 
And so it is not 
an unfair discrimination to make the low 
rate for the man who is cultivating the 
soil, or digging in the mine, or working 
in the forest, because upon his product de- 
pends the growth of the entire section of 
the country, and you must build it up: 
if you do not the railroad is not worth a 
cent. 

Take the question of maximum rates: 
The very moment that you get a maxi- 
mum rate it becomes the minimum rat... 
Whenever you give the power to make a 
rate the railway company expects that j:< 
own sins and everybody else’s sins are 
going to be visited on its head, and ti. 
rates will be down; and they find eve: 
reason in the world for maintaining th ‘ 
rate—the maximum rate. It is a legal ra‘+ 


_ then, fixed by law. 


MAXIMUM RATES 

As to the question of maximum rat 
once a rate is made by law the railw 
company is invariably afraid to cut lo 
and make a lower rate than that. So t! 
drives us to this position: If the interst: 
commerce commission will insist that t 
railway company shall carry all the trat 
that it is capable of carrying at a rate th 
will afford it a fair return on the inve 
ment, you will get rates down that w 
quicker than in any other way. Therc 
no question as to the reasonableness oi 
rate when the company is receiving a f 
return on its investment. _Beyond th 
the rate is unreasonable. There is no « 
fense that the most ingenious lawyer « 
set up that the property is being con 
cated when he is getting upon it a retu 
of 7 per cent perannum. So that if y 
make the railway company transact bu 
ness at prices that will pay it a fair reti 
on the investment you will get your ra 
reduced more quickly than you will 
any other way. Give them the authori‘ 
let them go on and make the rate, a 
see that the rate is not too high. 

The question of a rate being too high 
low is a question of fact. AsIam not 
lawyer I shall not attempt to take up a: 
of your time in discussing a legal pro; 
sition. It is a difficult matter to det: 
mine on a statement of facts what is 
fair rate. But the courts can determi: 
that question. The courts go much fu 
ther than that in the matter of exercisin 
the right of eminent domain for a corp: 
ration. They will fix the price of you 
house; they will take your property, a) 
point a commission, fix the price; but it 
the price of that particular house. It 
not the fixing of arate that is to be ay 
plied to the traffic of the country th 
week or next week or next month or nex! 
year. The conditions are not the sani 
The facts found by the court are not tli 
same. 

So that, for that reason, if you ever al 
tempt to give any power toa commissio: 
or to a court or any other body to fix fu 
ture rates for future conditions you wil! 
establish that rate, and it will not x 
down, no matter what you say. You hav: 
the authority of the court to fall back up 
on, and you would arrest the progress ©! 
the commerce of the whole country. 

RATES CAN NOT BE FIXED BY LAW 

I can not imagine a greater misfortur: 
than to attempt to fix these rates by law 
because one way or another the railroa 
have the advantage in showing the fact 
they are more familiar with it, and t! 
courts have got to try it on the facts 
shown. 

How many times has the interstate co! 
merce commission been reversed? Almo 
invariably when it comes to the questi: 
of making rates; almost invariably t 
courts, on the presentation of the fac! 
are compelled to set the commission’s fin 
ing aside. 

ENFORCE PRESENT LAW 

As to the question of discriminations | 
private cars and terminal sidetracks th 
they call railroads, as a device for gett!) 
rebates, all those things are abundant 
provided for. If the present law is e 
forced, not one of them could exist a m 
ment. There are many conditions that 
lustrate that. 

Take, for instance, the grain moved |! 
lake from Duluth to Chicago or Buffalo 
144 cents or 14¢ cents per bushel—carri: 
a thousand miles. When that grain g¢ 
to the city of New York or to the Ha 
lem river it pays an arbitary charge ol 
cents a hundred pounds—I was about ' 

(Continued on page 463.) 
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BUSINESS with Minneapolis mills was 
slightly better last week. Sales were not 
large but shipping directions came in 
rather more freely, and the advance in the 
market has enabled millers to get their 
books cleaned up so that matters are ona 
more satisfactory basis. 

St. Louis millers sold more flour than 
in the week before. Shipping directions 
came along well and the mills ran steadily. 

Kansas mills complain of dull business 
though there a few sellers made good 
sales. Some little flour was worked for 
export to the Continent, and there was a 
little more interest in export trade. 
Wheat was in better supply. 

In Chicago one mill that was able to 
make deliveries did a big business till Fri- 
day, when it got into difficulties with its 
teamsters. 

In the eastern markets conditions are 
generally unsettled and not very satisfac- 
tory to flour jobbers. For the most part, 
asking prices are above the views of buy- 
ers. 

Warm weather and sunshine in the 
northwest have helped along the growing 
wheat and conditions continue most 
promising. Manitoba has had _ ideal 
weather for wheat. On many early fields 
the plant covers the ground. Winter wheat 
in Ontario also looks well. In the south- 
west, conditions are such that favorable 
weather may result in a bumper crop. In 
Oklahoma the soft wheat harvest will 
begin in two weeks, and hard wheat cut- 
ting will follow at once. The Oklahoma 
crop is expected to be two-thirds of an 
average. Some unfavorable reports come 
from southern Illinois and from parts of 
Missouri. Inthe Ohio valley, generally 
speaking, the crop is making good prog- 
ress, 

THE Northwestern Miller’s cables indi- 
cate that business in American flour is 
quiet in London. Liverpool and Glasgow. In 
Holland a fair demand exists at improving 
prices, but resellers are doing most of the 
business. 





But a few weeks now remain before the 
Kansas City” convention ofthe ‘Millers’ 
National Federation will occur and the in- 
terest in the great event of the year in 
milling circles is developing and increas- 
ing at a ratio which promises to culmin- 
ate in the largest meeting of millers ever 
held in America. This will be the third 
annual gathering of the members and 
friends of the Federation; the first was at 
Detroit, the second at Niagara Falls and 
the third, most properly, has been planned 
to occur in the west, where, at Kansas 
City, is found a center of growing indus- 
try in the flour-making line. 


KANSAS City itself presents an interest- 
ing study in the development of western 
civilization. But recently a rude, striv- 
ing, raw frontier town, turbulent and dis- 
orderly, a headquarters for the lawless 
element which found in the newly-opened 
southwest a field for its operations, the 
city was once, and not so long ago, more 
notable for the spicy quality of the daily 
life of itsstreets than for industrial devel- 
opment. Following this pioneer period, 
Kansas City became less picturesque but 
safer: more conservative and less sensa- 
tional. This was a time when it might al- 
most have been called dull and there was 
some danger that, failing the realization 
of the bright dreams of its real estate 
operators, it would become simply a quiet, 
reasonably prosperous western city. 


THEN followed the development of the 
Kansas City of today. The forces which 
were quietly concentrating themselves in- 
to the civic driving power of the present 
time, found opportunity during the less 
exciting perjod of the secondary stage of 





growth to take form and gather strength. 
The lawless element of the community 
was eliminated and driven out, the raw 
and vulgar physical appearance insepa- 
rable from a frontier town, gave place to 
evidences of taste and wealth; naturally 
great commercial and industrial advan- 
tages were cultivated and encouraged with 
matchless enterprise; enormous establish- 
ments ofa mercantile character came into 
being and replaced the temporary and 
tentative merchandizing of earlier days. 
It was evident that Kansas City had found 
itself and thenceforth its future became 
assured. 





TopAy, the®city that has been chosen as 
the meeting place of the millers presents to 
the visitor a wonderful array of striking 
attributes uncommon even in the west and 
not to be found toa like degree in any 
other city in America. Industry and com- 
merce are thriving and show evidence of 
amazing prosperity on every hand; the 
city is substantially and beautifully built 
up; within its business center there is the 
constant stir and life of well-established, 
healthy enterprise and without, the once 
crude hills and rough roads have been 
transformed into smooth lawns and well- 
built parkways upon which have been 
built residences which, for architectural 
beauty, equal the finest homes of older 
eastern cities. All this has come about 
during three decades and constitutes a 
striking demonstration of what can be 
accomplished by the American - spirit, 
which in the end will establish law, order 
and beauty in spite of all obstructions. 


THE development of Kansas City asa 
milling center is particularly interesting 
to those who will meet in that city next 
month. Only a few years ago, the mills 
of this place were insignificant as to capac- 
ity and of slight consequence as to the 
quality of their product and its standing 
in the world’s markets. Recently, the 
great wheat crops of Kansas and especial- 
ly the magnificent quality of the hard 
wheat grown in that state has made Kan- 
sas City a center for milling which is just 
beginning to make itself felt. Already, 
the milling capacity exceeds ten thousand 
barrels daily and the plans under way for 
new mills will soon increase this at least 
fifty per cent. It is probable that, within 
a year, Kansas City will rank second in 
the list of flour-producing cities of Ameri- 
ca and for aggressiveness and enterprise 
as well as broad-minded business methods, 
the millers of that city are outranked by 
none. 


Ir will pay the millers of the United 
States to keep an eye on Kansas City. 
That it is to be a factor in the trade with 
which they will have to reckon in the fu- 
ture is certain. The best way to become 
acquainted with the city and its milling 
possibilities is to go there personally and 
the best way to go there is by invitation. 
Such an invitation is now extended and it 
has no string tied to it whatever. A 
hearty, pleasant, real welcome will be giv- 
en to every one who goes to the forthcom- 
ing convention. The programme of the 
meeting itself is given elsewhere in these 
columns. It has been arranged carefully 
so as to give visitors a wide rauge of sub- 
jects to consider. Apart from the business 
sessions, the social features will be far 
more attractive than those ever before 
presented at amiller’s meeting in this 
country. 








FOLLOWING the convention itself, there 
will be an excursion through the wheat 
fields of Kansas and Oklahoma, terminat 
ing in a visit to one of the greatest ranch- 
es in the world, which will bea revela- 
tion to those who participate init, No 
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miller in America who desires to keep 
abreast of the progress of his industry, or 
who wants to learn from personal obser- 
vation where the wheat supplies of the 
future are coming from, can afford to re- 
main at home and neglect the opportuni- 
ty that will be afforded next month to see 
the southwest for himself: the chance 
will not occur again and it would be 
shortsighted to let it pass. 


THE northwest will be represented at the 
Kansas City convention by a large party 
of millers and grain dealers who are plan- 
ning to make the trip ina special train, 
consisting of buffet, observation, dining 
and several sleeping cars. This train will 
leave Minneapolis on the sixth of June 
and return on the thirteenth. It will con- 
vey the party to the convention and subse- 
quently on the excursion through Kansas 
and Oklahoma. Circulars descriptive of 
this proposed excursion were mailed to 
millers throughout the northwest last 
Saturday and the responses received, all of 
them accompanied by a deposit check, 
have already engaged more than half the 
available accommodations of the train. 
Those who desire to participate in this 
enterprise, should communicate immedi- 
ately with Mr. Dwight M. Baldwin, Jr., 
Minneapolis, as the accommodations are 
limited and after the requisite number of 
tickets have been taken no more will be 
offered for sale. 
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ELSEWHERE in this issue are published 
two recent decisions in which the liability 
for damage to carge was fastened by Brit- 
ish courts upon the vessel owner. In one 
instance flour was damaged by taint from 
apples, stored in the same and in an ad- 
joining hold. In the other case, a cargo of 
grain was damaged by leakage. Both of 
these are strong decisions in favor of ship- 
pers which are likely to be valuable prece- 
dents. As would be expected from the im- 
portance of the questions at issue, both 
cases were appealed from the court of first 
instance. But in both cases the decision 
of the lower court was upheld by the high- 
er court. 


No doubt the association of vessel own- 
ers defended both cases. For the owners 
of steamships in Great Britain, whatever 
else may be said against them, certainly 
set a praiseworthy example to those in otb- 
er kinds of business by the unanimity of 
their action in nearly all matters affecting 
their common weal. In fact, so strong is 
the hold of the association over the indi- 
vidual shipowner, that cases have been 
known where the shipowner was desirous 
of settling a claim, but was not allowed to 
do so, the association insisting on fighting 
the case. The expense of litigation being 
borne by the association, and not by the 
individual shipowner, the individual ship- 
per who seeks to enforce a claim is thus 
badly handicapped at the start. ? 


Tue taint damage to flour occurred on 
the steamer Brooklyn City of the Bristol 
City Line. The steamship company denied 
liability on the ground that, owing to 
rough weather, the ventilators could not 
work properly, hence the damage was a 
peril of the sea and therefore protected by 
the terms of the bill of lading. It further 
claimed complete exemption from liability 
for taint damage by reason of a special 
clause in the bill of lading which exempts 
liability for contact with other goods 
or smell or evaporation therefrom. Thus, 
as far as possible, the position of the 
steamship company in denying responsi- 
bility was fortified by the terms of its bill 
of lading. 


NEVERTHELESS the decision in this case 
has shown most clearly that, however care- 
fully the solicitors for the steamship own- 
ers may frame bills of lading to safeguard 
their clients against any and every con- 
tingency that human ingenuity can fore- 
see, the American shipper can get redress, 
if he can prove negligence on the part of 
the steamer. So craftily are bills of lading 
framed that there is even a clause exempt- 
ing the steamer from negligence. One can 
not forbear paying the tribute of silent ad- 
miration to the monumental audacity of 
the master mind that added this clause to 
the bill of lading 
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FORTUNATELY for shippers, there exists 
an Act of Parliament known as_ the 
American Act, in view of which the par- 
ties to this action agreed that negligence 
was not excused by the bill of lading, in 
spite of the existence of the clause men- 
tioned. So it became a question whether 
the taint arose from the negligence of the 
steamer. It did not take the court long to 
arrive at the conclusion that on a voyage 
across the north Atlantic in March, rough 
weather was to be expected, which would 
hamper the ventilating arrangements. 
Nevertheless the master put the flour, 
known to be easily susceptible to taint, in 
close juxtaposition to apples. This the 
court held to be negligence on the part of 
the master. Hence the steamship com- 
pany was held liable. 


THE other case, relating to grain dam- 
age, was also one into which the question 
of negligence entered. A cargo of grain 
was shipped from a port in Canada to Glas- 
gow in the steamship Concordia, belong- 
ing to Donaldson Brothers. By the terms 
of the bill of lading, the vessel owners 
were not liable for any unseaworthiness in 
their vessel unless there should have been 
fault or negligence on the part of them- 
selves or their servants. It was not an easy 
matter for the plantiff to prove negligence. 
His chief reliance was on the log books of 
the steamer. These showed, in the opinion 
of the judge, that the master of the steam- 
er knew or should have known from the 
records of the log, particularly from that 
known as the steam log of the engineer, 
that the hold in which the damage oc- 
curred was ina leaky condition prior to 
the voyage on which the damage occurred. 


A MosT unusual episode of this case was 
the remark made by the judge as to cer- 
tain entries in the log books, which he 
‘characterized as manifest alterations, his 
words being, "‘These profitless amenda- 
tions were made by someone who had a 
special purpose to serve.’’ His conclusion 
was that they were put in by some over- 
zealous servant of the defendants in the 
hope that they might be of service in the 
pending litigation. At the same time he 
said it was quite incredible that any re- 
sponsible person connected with the de- 
fenders could have had anything to do 
with them. As in the apple taint case, the 
court held that there was sufficient evi- 
dence to prove negligence on the part of 
the master of the vessel and judgment 
was given in favor of the shipper. 


Tuk Northwestern Miller is not given to 
rejoice with malicious joy at every defeat 
suffered by the steamship: companies. It 
recognizes full well that there are two 
sides to the question, and that, if too many 
claims arise in the handling of flour, 
steamship companies will be forced in self 
defense to take such claims into ac- 
count in making the freight rate on flour. 
But in cases of loss preventible by greater 
care on the part of the steamship com- 
panies or their servants, it believes it to 
be for the best interests of both shippers 
ard vessel owners that the blame should 
be fixed where it belongs. For it isevident 
that if, sheltered behind a bill of lading 
that is a perfect coat of mail, which seem- 
ingly leaves not a vulnerable spot, vessel] 
owners and their servants can ride rough 
shod over shippers, not oniy will there be 
no inducement for the exercise of greater 
care by masters of vessels, but on the other 
hand the tendency will inevitably be to- 
ward greater laxity. 


H&kNce the Northwestern Miller wel- 
comes these decisions as steps in the right 
direction in the way of holding steamsbip 
companies liable for their own negligence. 
As shipping facilities go on improving, 
and as owners and masters become more 
familiar with the requirements for the 
suitable transportation of flour, losses 
through damage in transit should become 
less and less, to the advantage of both 
shipper and steamship owner. Extraordi- 
nary economies have been effected in the 
ocean transportation of certain perishable 
property by giving special study to the 
problem and adapting vessels particularly 
to the purpose intended. For instance, in 
shipping live stock across the Atlantic, by 
the use of vessels of atype similar to those 
introduced for the purpose by the Atlantic 
Transport Line, the loss from death and 
accident has been reduced to a small frac- 
tion of its former proportions. 


GREAT improvements have likewise been 
made in the over-sea transportation of 
flour since the days of the famous old **Red 
Cow Line,’ but much still remains to be 
done. Especially is this true of the meth- 
ods of handling sack flour at certain ports 
of loading and discharge. It is to be feared 
that the use of the stevedore’s favorite in- 
strument, the steel hook, bas not been en 
tirely abolished for sack flour. Likewise the 
sling that cuts the sacks has not altogeth 
er disappeared from the face of the land 
and the sea. Certainly the very first step 
in the direction of improved flour handling 
should be the utter elimination of such 
preventible loss as that for which steam- 
ship companies have been justly mulcted 
for dati-ages in the cases here cited, 
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The Minneapolis mills last week in- 
creased their output 16,410 bbls. The 
quantity turned out (week of May 20) 
was 178,250 bbls, against 246,680 in 1904, 
and 328,715 in 1903. As will be noticed, the 
flour production is steadily falling behind 
that of last year, when it was not large. 
This week 12'5 mills are in operation and 
they promise to make approximately 240,- 
000 bbIs of flour. For the corresponding 
week in 1904, the output was 240,615 bbls. 

As arule, all that Minneapolis millers 
could say about the flour trade for the 
week was that it was dull. However, 
two large companies sold in excess of their 
reduced output. One manager stated 
that the demand showed a slight improve- 
ment. At best. there was nothing to be- 
come enthusiastic over. Buyers, watching 
the price of September wheat in Minne- 
apolis at 30c under the price of spot wheat, 
are buying only in small lots asa con- 
sumptive demand requires them to do. 
The high price of wheat has induced buy- 
ers to send in shipping directions more 
freely on old orders. 

Export trade was lighter than usual. 
While Holland was interested in first 
clear, it would not pay more than 934 
guilders and millers, being well fixed as 
to orders, would not sell on that basis. 
London was indifferent. The domestic 
demand has helped first clear to some ex- 
tent. Fancy clear is in slow demand and 
hard to move. 

Millfeed is dull, a larger output having 
caused bran and middlings to decline 50c 
per ton. 

Minneapolis and outside mills have ad- 
vanced prices of patent 15@20c per bbl 
during the week, and quotations of the 
grade are now within the range of $5.75@6 
per 196 Ibs in wood f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

Eastern prices today (May 23) asked by 
Minneapolis and outside mills for patent 
in wood, were: Boston rate points, $6.65 
(46.75: New York rate points, $6.60@6.70; 
Philadelphia rate points, $6.55@6.65: Bal- 
timore rate points, #6.50@6.60; Albany 
rate points, #6.60@6.70; Utica, Syracuse, 
Hornellsville and Rochester rate points, 
$6.55@6.65; Buffalo and Pittsburg rate 
points, #6.45@6.54; Ohio, lower peninsula 
of Michigan and Indiana, %6.45@6.55; 
upper peninsula of Michigan, in sacks, 
$6.15@6.25; Missouri points, %6.05@6.15; 
Wisconsin, Iowa and Illinois, $6.20@6.30. 

Of the 22 Minneapolis mills, the follow- 
ing 12)¢ were in operation today (Tuesday) : 


Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill. 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A 
C and E mills. 

Pillsbury-Washburn Flour Mills Co., Ltd., A, 
B, Anchor, Palisade and Lincoln mills. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., A, B, C (one-half) and 
D mills. 

The G. C. Christian mill will bestarted Thurs- 
day. 


REPORTS OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


Special reports from 51 outside north- 
western mills (outside of Minneapolis and 
Duluth) with a total daily capacity of 32,- 
400 bbls, show that in the week pet May 
20, they made 92,480 bbls of flour (repre- 
senting the consumption of approximate- 
ly 478,000 bus of wheat), against 108,160 in 
the corresponding week of 1904. Foreign 
flour shipments in the same week were 
7,970 bbls, against 3,850 a year ago. 


Excerpts from confidential reports made 
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to the Northwestern Miller by ‘‘outside 
mills,’’ give their experiences as follows: 

‘*Very dull week. Flour buyers are not 
inclined to advance their bids in keeping 
with price of wheat; all expect lower 
prices and are intent in using up their 
present stocks. Foreign business remains 
dead. Good demand for all feeds at satis- 
factory prices.”’ ' 

**Home trade extremely quiet. Buyers 
disposed to hold off, apparently anticipat- 
ing lower prices after the May liquidation 
is over. ‘No interest from abroad at the 
advance. Feed is stronger and in slightly 
better demand, on account of light run- 
ning of mills.’’ 

‘Flour sales this week (1,500-bbl mill) 
300 bbls, or two cars. Nothing doing for- 
eign. Steady demand for feed at satisfac- 
tory prices.”’ 

‘‘Buyers can only remember the low 
pies of a month ago and are not yet 

ungry. There is a demand for’ all the 
feed we can furnish at full prices.’ 

‘‘While there was some <—se 
over previous week, the demand was not’ 
very good. No foreign business. Feed 
trade good.’’ 

‘*Fair home demand at prices below 
cost. No foreign trade whatever. Good 
demand for feed.”’ 

‘‘Some improvement in trade for the 
week. Demand for feed good at fair prices.”’ 

‘*Flour trade practically dead. Doing 
nothing abroad. Output of feed is taken 
locally at good prices.’’ 

‘‘No improvement; flour dull. Feed 
demand fair for the week, but prices are 
not very satisfactory.”’ 

‘*‘There is a demand for flour, but prices 
are unsatisfactory. Feed demand good.’’ 

‘*Flour demand better, though prices 
are out of line. Feed trade only ordi- 
nary.”’ 

‘*Flour sales very slow; shipments fair. 
Feed trade good.’’ 

‘*Flour sales will be ‘hand-to-mouth’ 
until new crop. Feed trade good; prices 
fair:”” 

‘**‘Home trade improving; fair demand 
for both flour and feed. Export business 
dull; they do not follow advance in 
wheat.”’ 

‘*Home trade dull; buyers are taking 
flour sparingly. Doing nothing abroad. 
Good demand for feed at higher prices.”’ 

‘*Flour demand fair, but prices badly 
demoralized. No sales possible in foreign 
markets since recent advance in wheat.”’ 

‘*Home trade very dull; hard to get any- 
thing above cost for flour. Very good 
feed trade.”’ 

‘‘We note a slight improvement in flour, 
but it is still very dull. Nothing doing in 
feed.”’ 

‘*A little demand for flour in single cars 
for immediate shipment.”’ 

‘‘Home trade fair to dull. Eastern de- 
mand for feed has improved somewhat.”’ 

‘*We can not say one good word about 
home trade. Feed demand fair.”’ 

‘*Practically no saies of flour. Feed 
trade good.’’ 


EXCURSION TO KANSAS CITY 


The committee which has in charge the 
excursion from the northwest to Kansas 
City, of which Dwight M. Baldwin, Jr., is 
chairman, reports having made an excel- 
lent start in booking members of the par- 
ty. According to present plans the train 
carrying the excursion will leave Minne- 
apolis on June 6, arriving in Kansas City 
the following morning. Three days will 
be given to the great convention of the 
Millers’ National Federation. Immedi- 
ately after adjournment, the party will 
leave for a trip through the wheat fields 
of Kansas and Oklahoma, which will in- 
clude a visit to the famous 101 ranch of 
Miller Brothers where a novel and inter- 
esting programme of wild west life will 
be carried through for the entertainment 
of the visitors. The party will then return 
to Kansas City and will thence proceed to 
Minneapolis, arriving on June 13. The 
entire trip, including three days at Kansas 
City, will occupy but one week 

This excursion is open to millers, grain 
dealers and flour handlers and their 
friends. Those who desire to participate 
should lose no time in addressing Dwight 
M. Baldwin, Jr., chairman, Guaranty 
Building, Minneapolis. as the accommo- 
dations are limited and already more than 
half have been reserved. 
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Among those who have already secured 
berths and made the necessary cash deposit 
are the following: 

Walter C. Stern, Milwankee; P. P. Dop- 
ohue, Milwaukee: J. F. Diefenbach, Red 
Wing: P. A. Robirson, Toronto, Can: 
Dwight M. Baldwin, Jr., Minneapolis: W. 
H. Wiggin, Jr., Minneapolis; E. J. White, 
Grand Forks; William C. Edgar, Minne- 
apolis; J. A. Dunn, Grafton; E. Van 
Houten, Moorhead; A. Huhn, Minneap- 
olis; Seymour Carter, Hastings: Charles 
Silverson, New Ulm; Howard Commons, 
Minneapolis; H. C. Stebbins, Montevideo; 
William F. Gieseke, Marshall; W. B. Par 
sons, Winona; J. B: Mathewson, Minneap 
olis; G. Ewe, Minneapolis; a. 6, 


‘Strong, Minneapolis: John S. Pillsbury, 


Minneapolis: H. C. Garvin, Winona: A. 
W. Howard, Minneapolis; W. L. Harvey, 
New Prague: R. B. Knox, Duluth: A. W. 
Bingham, New Ulm: F. A. Bean, Jr., 
New Prague: F. G. Atkinson, Minneap 
olis, and Benjamin Stockman, New Ulm 


NORTHWESTERN WHEAT CROP 


The week has been almost perfect in the 
northwest for the wheat crop. The weat}; 
er has been bright and fairly warm, anid 
just what the wheat plant needed. Re 
ports, therefore, almost without exce) 
tion, indicate fine progress. Even in the 
Red River valley, where low land was co. 
ered to some extent by water, there ha 
been marked improvement, and the pe: 
manent damage is estimated at not to e: 
ceed five per cent. It is a common stor: 
that the cool weather had the effect « 
causing the wheat plant to stool well ani 
take deep root. This places it in a mo 
favorable condition for future grow! 
and development. 


A NEW MILL 


The James Quirk Milling Co. on Thur- 
day awarded the contract for the m 
chinery outfit of the 1,200-bbl mi 
which it is building at Montgomer 
Minn., to the Allis-Chalmers Co. Owi) 
to the importance of the job, the compe! 
tion for the contract was of the strong: 
character. J. F. Harrison was here 
specially look after the interest of the A 
lis-Chalmers Co. and assist J. H. Hammi 
the local agent. 

The Quirk Milling Co. at present has 
350-bb] mill at Montgomery, but the 1 
plant will be in aseparate building erect 
for the purpose. The new mill is to b« 
frame structure covered with galvaniz 
iron, 50x96 feet on the ground, and fi 
stories high. Machinery at present w 
be installed in one-half of it. At a lat 
date, the old mill will be dismantled a 
the second half of the new plant will th 
be fitted up. The company already ha- 
brick engine house, previously built wit 
a view to providing forthe enlargement 

The contract with the Allis-Chalnx 
Co. includes the following machiner) 
equipment: 7 80-inch Universal bolte:= 
with vibromotor drives; 18 double sets « 
rolls (2 19x42; 4 10x86; 12 16x30); 31 Al 
ance purifiers; 6 centrifugal reels; 2 Ni 
gara bran dusters; 13 Niagara dust coll 
tors: 5 flour packers: 2 feed packers: 
Iron Prince scourer; 1 Invincible scours 
1 rolling screen: 10 wheat heaters: and 
Humphrey employees’ elevator. The sy 
tem will be a long one, five reductions by 
ing made on wheat and eighteen on mid 
Tae 

F. E. Bolton is head miller for the con 
pany, ‘and he rendered substantial assis 
ance in working out the flow sheet. 

The new mill is to be ready for operatio! 
by Sept. 15. Both the Allis-Chalmers (: 
and the owners will strive to have t! 
plant the most modern in equipment tha 
the liberal expenditure of money can p! 
duce. The aim will be not only to hay 
the mill sightly in finish and arrangemen! 
but built along lines that will permit t! 
manufacture of flour the most economic: 
ly and according to modern and up-to-dai: 
methods. 

The Quirk Milling Co. operates a seco! 
mill of 450 bbls capacity at Waterv il 
Minn., and when the new mill is comp! 
ed, it will have a total capacity of 1 
bbls, 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


The Great Western elevator at Luvern 
Iowa, has burned. Loss reported at #4, 
insured. 

The A. T. Davis Milling Co., Madri 
Iowa, has been succeeded. by the Madi 
Milling Co. 

H. C. Lewis, manager of the Maplet: 
(Minn.) Milling Co., was in Minneapo 
on yprncag last. 

Gruner, manager for John M. Tt urn 
wae Germany, is expected in t! 
country at an early date. 

T.. R. Hurd, who is to build and mana 
the new 2,000-bbl mill at Kansas City, 
in Minneapolis on Thursday. 

Charles A. Rosmond, formerly with t! 
Anchor Mill Co. at Cedar Rapids, low 
is spending a few days in Minneapolis. 


Charles J. Blythin, secretary of the Ba 
ber Milling Co., arrived home Frid: 
from a five weeks’ business trip in the eas 
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Sidney Smith, London manager of Ar- 
thur May & Co., sails from Montreal May 
26. on the steamship Virginia, for London. 

C. B. Stern of Bernhard Stern & Sons 
Milwaukee, Wis., and J. J. Brooks, wh 
buyer for that firm, have been on ’ch 
for the past two days. 

The Washburn-Crosby Co. has re; 
with the patent office as a title, i 
applying to flour, the phrase, ‘* 
the wives is sufficient.’’ 

James L. Bruie, for 27 years city sales- 
man for the Phoenix Mill Co., died on 
Sunday, of heart trouble. Mr. Bruie was 
a faithful employee and will be much 
missed by the Phoenix management. 

While exporters quote as low as 28s for 
spring patent c.i.f. London, the large 
Minneapolis mills ask a great deal more. 
lu fact, the latter are loth to make quota- 
tions at all, as there is little to base them 
on. 

All the Pillsbury mills are in operation 
this week. The Lincoln is finishing up on 
iis Canadian wheat. The management 
of the Pillsbury company speaks in no 
pleasant terms about its experience in 
.: inding foreign wheat. : 

With a bright outlook for both winter 
aod spring wheat crop in the United 
‘ates, United Kingdom and Continental 
nporters are beginning to prepare for the 
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.e formation of new ones. 

secretary Pinney has issued a formal 
cll to the members of the Minnesota Mill- 
evs’ Club, for a quarterly meeting at Sauk 
Ccnter, Minn., on June2. This function 
over, the members will betake themselves 
t. Birch Lake for their annual outing in 
fi- ing for bass. 

\lemberships in the Minneapolis Cham- 
ber of Commerce have sold at as high as 
$1200. It is believed that within a year 
they will go close to $5,000. There are now 
very few floating memberships and where 
nou-traders are holders, they are strong 
men and see no object in selling. 

fhomas H. Sopher, who is to be man- 
aver of the new mill of the Keewatin 
Flour Mills, Keewatin. Ont., is in Minne- 
apolis today, en route for his post in Ca- 
nida. The capacity of the new plant is 
given at 5,000 bbls with a comprehensive 
system of terminal and interior elevators. 

The high wheat prices prevailing of late, 
have been beneficial in one direction. 
They have either induced buyers to order 
out old, high-priced flour, or allowed the 
miller to resell his wheat and make an 
equitable adjustment with the buyers. A 
number of ‘‘outside mills’? are known to 
have made such settlements. 

The Ozone Generator Co. is placing the 
Willford-Blackmarr system of treating 
wheat and flour in Consolidated mill F 
(Standard). The Daisy mill at Milwau- 
kee, in which this system was lately in- 
stalled, has been started and is reported to 
be running very satisfactorily. J. L. 
Willford, treasurer of the company, is at 
present in Milwaukee. 

\W. H. Grant, millwright, has just re- 
turned from Oak Lake, Manitoba, where 
he installed in the mill of Leitch Bros. 
the Willford-Blackmarr system of treating 
wheat and flour. The mill of the Colum- 
bia Flouring Mills Co. at Enderby, B. C., 
in which this system was lately placed, is 
reported to be running to the entire satis- 
faction of the owners. 

David Thomson of Geo. -M. Thomson 
& Co., Glasgow, was in Minneapolis 
Thursday and Friday. He states that the 
larger Scotch bakers would prefer to use 
American flour, the domestic article, gen- 
erally speaking, not having given satisfac- 
tion on account of lack of gluten. With 
prices on a legitimate basis, there is sure 
to be a good flour business this autumn. 

he business men of Fairfax, Minn., are 
not quite satisfied with what the elevator 
companies have so far.done toward build- 
ing a mill at that point, but, on the assur- 
anceof E. L, Welch that the Acme Milling 

Co. meant business and would build, not 
a 200-bbl mill but one of 300 bbls, the Com- 
mrcial Club postponed action, as to tak- 
lus up other propositions, until June 1. 

/oseph A. Walter, manager of the Cata- 
ract. City Milling Co., Niagara Falls, N. 
Y.. for six years, has resigned to engage 
In business for himself. On his taking 
foi mal leave, the employees of the com- 
pany presented him with a handsome Scot- 
tisli rite degree Masonic charm. Mr. 
Walter, previous to going to Niagara 
Fails, was connected with mills in the 
ho: thwest. 

_eils Mérck, formerly a partner in the 
C)hvistiania firm, W. Hvistendah] & Co., 
Wisin Minneapolis this week. He says 
tha flour stocks in the Scandinavian 
Covntries are small. He greatly deprecates 
th» speculation in American wheat that 


ha. shut off the American flour trade this 
ye Some Australian flour is being sold 
i hristiania and considerable English 
flour, _The latter is of surprisingly good 
Valve in color, strength and price. 


li) Minneapolis at the home of his father, 
L. i. Hubbard, treasurer of: the Pillsbury- 
Washburn Flour Mills Co., on May 16 died 








arrangement of old mill connections or: 
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Frederick A. Hubbard, aged 29 years. He 
d_ been in poor health for several years, 
‘and heart trouble was the immediate cause 
of his death. Though aware of the mor- 
tal character of his ailment, the boy nade 
a brave, uncompromising struggle, uncom- 
plainingly, to the last. Mr. Hubbard had 
been associated with the Pillsbury com- 
pany in different capacities and was well 
and favorably known. Aside from his 
parents, he is survived by his wife. 


MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 


John J. Gerard is temporarily in Buf- 
falo, N. Y 


Michelson Bros, have started the foun- 
dations for a mill at Leipzig, N. D 


The ownership of the mill at Granada, 
Minn., is reported to have passed to L. W 
Kimball. 


J. W. Kelly & Son of Mason City, Iowa, 
are credited with an intention to build a 
125-bbl mill at Alden, Minn. 

Fred McKeen, millwright, is now with 
the Cream of Wheat Co., Minneapolis, of 
which Thomas Amidon is superintend- 
ent. 

George Hartman is at Hillsburg, Wis, 
overseeing installation of Sprout-Waldron 
machinery in the 150-bbl mill of the Hills- 
boro Milling Co. . 

In the outfit of the new half of the 
Washburn-Crosby mil] at Louisville, Ky., 
will be four Prinz & Rau dust collectors, 
for the purifiers. 

A. R. Hogeman is at Valley Springs, S. 
D., for the Willford Mfg. Co., overseeing 
the overhauling of a mill there. With him 
are H. J. Prothers and O. Abrahamson. 

Seymour Carter of Hastings, Minn., has 
given to the Allis-Chalmers Co., an order 
for a 72-inch Universal bolter, with vi- 
— drive, and adouble set of 9x24 
rolls. 

Matthew Walsh, a Minneapolis ex-head 
miller, has been spoken of for appoint- 
ment on the state board of grain appeals. 
F. L. Greenleaf is now a member of this 
board. 

The Washburn-Crosby Co. is in need of 
millwrights at Louisville, Ky., where it is 
doubling the capacity of its mill. Al. 
Branchley of Minneapolis will be the fore- 
man millwright on the job. 

The machinery outfit for the 2,000-bbl 
mill which the Standard Milling Co. is to 
build at Kansas City, will soon engage the 
attention of the millfurnishers. It is un- 
derstood that George M. Morrison is to be 
head miller for the company. 

The Sheffield-King Milling Co. has or- 
dered, through the Minneapolis agency of 
the Allis-Chalmers Co., two 80-inch Uni- 
versal bolters with vibromotor drive. They 
are for its Faribault mill, where the three 
bolters it already has will be equipped 
with the same drive. 

James Pye has received an order for the 
machinery for a 100-bb] steam mill on the 
Nordyke & Marmon system, to be built at 
Treherne, Manitoba. A.W. Woodward & 
Co. are to install the apparatus. George 
Brown, of this firm, was formerly a mill- 
wright in Minneapolis. 

George Cormack, who has been engaged 





ie the Washburn-Crosby Co. to take 
\ 


charge of its St. Louis mill, will assume 
actively his duties on June 1. In the 
meantime he will visit Kansas City, Tole- 
do, Indianapolis and Buffalo to note 
methods of milling at these points. 

The Willford Mfg. Co. of Minneapolis has 
taken the contract to remodel the mill of 
J. & C. Wits at Arcola, Wis., to the plan- 
sifter system. In the list of new machin- 
ery will be one plansifter, two purifiers, 
one milling separator, one scourer and one 
dust collector. Capacity, 65 bbls; steam 
power. 

The Minneapolis agency of the Prinz & 
Rau Mfg. Co. has received from the Con- 
solidated Milling Co. an order for three 
of its large grain separators, such as the 
one in use in the Washburn E mill. Each 
has a capacity of 4,000 bus of wheat per 
hour. ‘Two go into the Consolidated ele- 
vator and the third into its A (Crown 
Roller) mill. 

J. G. Johnson of Perley, Minn., is to in- 
crease the capacity of his mill, and has 
given the order for necessary machinery to 
C. H. Mohr, agent for Sprout, Waldron & 
Co. Included in the order will be two 
Monarch sieve bolters, one double set of 
7x18 rolls, one purifier, one dust collector 
and one sack packer—al! Monarch appara- 
tus—and redressing of the mill’s rolls. 

R. Crosby, foreman millwright, on Fri- 
day departed for New York City where he 
will have charge of the millwright work 
on the 2,000-bbl mill of the New York City 
Milling Co., for building which James 
Pye took the contract. At a later date 
millwrights will be required and some 
men will be taken from Minneapolis. For 
two months, Mr. Crosby has been at Mar- 
shall, Minn. 

A patent has been granted to J. F. Har- 
rison on a gyrating flour bolt. He assigns 
it to the Allis-Chalmers Co. Application 
was filed May 14, 1904. Claim 6reads: In 





a gyrating bolter, a sieve-box freely sus- 
pended for gyration, a shaft loosely there- 
though, an eccentric means on the shaft, a 
weight, the center line of the shaft and 
eccentric means and the center of gravity 
of the weight lying in the same plane, and 
driving means applied to the eccentric 
means. 


TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 


The railroads are now making a rate 
of 7\¢c per 100 lbs on wheat from Chicago 


to Minneapolis. This is being taken ad- 


vantage of to ship back to Minneapolis, 
wheat which had previously gone from 
here to Chicago. : 

E. S. Woodworth and G. F. Piper, presi- 
dent and vice-president respectively of the 
Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce, last 
week appeared before the United States 
senate committee at Washington and testi- 
fied to the reasonableness of existing 
freight rates. B. B. Sheffield gave similar 
testimony. 

J.C. Evans, western manager of the 
Anchor Line, is spending a couple of days 
in Minneapolis and St. Paul, meeting flour 
and other shippers. He accompanied the 
new Anchor passenger steamer Juniata 
from Cleveland to Chicago, and in the lat- 
ter city opened it for the inspection of 
friends. oth this steamer and the Ti- 
onesta are just entering on their season’s 
work. 

Through rates on flour reported obtain- 
able via lake and rail from Minneapolis in 
cents per 100 lbs today (May 23) were: To 
London, 22.00; Liverpool, 22.00; Glasgow, 
22.75: Amsterdam, 25.00; Rotterdam, 
24.00; Bristol, 25.00; Leith, 26.00; Copen- 
hagen, 28.00; Christiania, 28.00; Antwerp, 
23.00: Hamburg, 27.00; Hull, 29.25; New- 
castle, 29.25; Bremen, 26.00: Dublin, 26.50; 
Belfast, 26.50; Dundee, 31.00; Aberdeen, 
28.00; Manchester, 22.50; Southampton, 
29.25. , : 

WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 


Receipts of wheat by carloads, at Min- 
neapolis and Duluth on Monday and Tues- 
day of this week, were 531, against 333 o1 
the same days last year. : 

Minneapolis mills last week ground ap- 
proximately 900,000 bus of wheat. Re- 
ceipts (less shipments) were 588,000 bus, 
against 191,000 in the preceding week, 256,- 
000 in 1904, and 497,000 in 1903. 

Compared with a week ago, No. 1 north- 
ern in the Minneapolis market at $1.17%,4 
has advanced 2%c; No. 2 at $1.11, 214c; 
No. 3 at $1.02!¢@1.04, 3c; May at $1.16%7, 
1c; July at $1.07¢, 33¢c, and September 
at 8437c, 1%ce. 

Mills at different parts of the northwest 
are reported to be feeling the pinch of 
small wheat supplies, and here and there 
is one which has been forced to shut 
down owing to inability to get wheat. 
This feature is likely to make itself mani- 
fest more and more as the end of the 
crop approaches. 

Spot wheat has been in good demand 
during the week, this being especially true 
of that of good milling quality. Owing 
to the need of No. 1 with which to apply 
on May contracts, that and No. 2 were 
most actively sought for. No.1 bas sold 
at about May price to gc over; No. 2 at 6c 
under May, and No. 3 at July price to 3c 
under. 

An interesting point relating to Minne- 
apolis wheat stocks is found in the fact 
that while on Jan. 7, they were 14,508,000, 
there were only 3,545,000 bus of No. 1 
northern—the contract grade. Since then, 
the stocks have been reduced to 7,434,000 
bus—nearly one-half—but the quantity of 
No. 1 northern has been increased to 4,- 
336,000 bus. 

High prices of wheat at Minneapolis are 
attracting the attention of farmers of the 
northwest and having the effect of indu- 
cing a material increase in country deliv- 
eries. In many localities, rains have made 
the roads bad and this has restricted the 
movement to some extent. The fact that 
farmers are believed to possess compara- 
tively small supplies of wheat, however, 
is expected to prevent any large move- 
ment. 

During the week ending May 20, there 
were received at Minneapolis 692 cars of 
spring wheat. Following were the per- 
centages of the different grades: No. 1 
northern, 23.41; No. 2 northern, 33.67; No. 
8, 14.71; No. 4, 17.20; rejected, 10.55; no 
grade, .43. The week previous the percen- 
tages were as follows: No. 1 northern, 
11.90; No. 2 northern, 22.66; No. 3, 21.25; 
No. 4, 25.78; rejected, 16.71; no grade, 
1.70. 


Instead of there being any diminution 
in wheat receipts at Minneapolis, they are 
increasing. Last week they were 892,000 
bus, or 400,000 larger than for the same 
week a year ago. The explanation of this 
is found in the high prices resultant from 
the manipulation of the May option. Min- 
neapolis is conspicuous for being by a big 
margin the highest market in the world. 
The result is that wheat is being drawn 
here from many unnatural sources. For 
instance, wheat shipped from Minneapolis 
to Chicago, is now coming back here. 
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The same is true as toa lot which went 
to Manitowoc. Then interior millers are 
known to be selling round lots for ship- 
ment here; it is more profitable for them 
to sell this raw material at the prices 
available than to grind it. But this sort of 
thing will doubtless cease by May 31, 
when the limit for delivery on May con- 
tracts will be reached. 

OUTPUT AND EXPORTS OF FLOUR 

The output and foreign shipments of 
flour by Minneapolis, Duluth-Superior, 
and 45 important northwestern mills out- 
side of these centers, on the crop year— 
from Sept. 1, 1904, to May 13, 1905—are 
shown below in barrels: 

-——Output——. —— Exports ——. 
1904-5 1903-4 1904-5 1903-4 

Minneapolis 9,606,695 10,218,995 1,362,050 1,841,530 
Duluth - Su- 


perior.... 479,990 782,465 5,000 = 112,025 
45 outside : 
mills...... 5,027,800 5,573,480 212,690 643,195 





Totals ....15,114,485 16,574,940 1,579,740 2,596,750 
The 45 outside mills mentioned above have a 
total daily capacity of 34,470 bbls. 
WHEAT CONSUMPTION 


The attached table shows the output of 
flour and approximate consumption of 
wheat at Minneapolis and Duluth; also 
the output and consumption of wheat by 
45 ‘‘outside mills’? with a daily capacity 
of 34,470 bbls, fer the crop year—from 
Sept. 1, 1904, to May 13, 1905—with com- 
parisons: 


——-1904-5-———. ———1008-4— = 
Flour Wheat Flour Wheat 
Minne- bbls bus bbls bus 


apolis. 9,606,695 49,635,000 10,218,995 45,985,000 
Duluth. 479,990 2,480,000 782,465 3,521,000 
45 o’tside 

mills .. 5.027,800 25,977,000 5,573,480 25,081,000 

















Totals 15,114,485 78,092,000 16,574,940 74,587,000 

It will be observed from the above 
statement that on the present crop, the 
Minneapolis mills have made 612,300 bbls 
less of flour than in 1903-4; the Duluth 
mills 302,475 bbls less; and outside mills, 
545,680 bbls less—a total decrease of 
1,460,455 bbls. Allowing 444 bus of wheat 
tothe barrel of flour on the 1903-4 crop, and 
5 bus and 10 lbs on the 1904-5 crop, the 
consumption of wheat is shown to have 
been 3,505,000 bus larger this year than in 
1903-4. 

CEREALS AND FEED 


Season bran is quoted at $17.25@17.40 in 
200-lb sacks f.o.b. Boston. 

Cereal millers report the demand for rye 
flour and cornmeal as only fair. Slight 
improvement has occurred of late. Some 
mills find it difficult to move their germ 
meal at prices that are at all consistent. 

The approximate price at which mills at 
interior points in Minnesota are sell- 
ing millfeed in mixed cars with flour is 
$16.(@16.25 for bran in 100-]b sacks and 
$16.500@16.75 for shorts. When in 200-lb 
sacks, 50c per ton less is asked and when 
in bulk, $1.50 per ton less. 

Current prices of feed in mixed cars to 
points in Wiscensin, Illinois and Iowa, are, 
delivered in 100-lb sacks: bran and shorts, 
$16.25(016.50; mixed feed, $19.25(@19.50; 
flour middlings, $19.25@19.50 per ton. 
Red-dog, in 140-lb sacks, $20.50@20.75; and 
in 100-lb sacks, $20.75(@@21. 





Condition of Kansas Wheat 


KANSAS Ciry, Mo., May 23.—(Special 
Telegram.) —There is no material deteri- 
oration in the condition of the Kansas 
wheat crop. Reports to that effect are be- 
lieved, by those best informed, to rise 
froma growing understanding of actual 
conditions. On the basis of the present 
condition, and with favorable weather, a 
full crop will be harvested. Reports of 
damage by rust and other causes are not 
established. The principal cause for any 
present uneasiness is solely cool weather 

R. E. STERLING. 





Charles E. French of L. Christian & 
Co., Minneapolis: Nothing has been do- 
ing in flour for two weeks. All interest 
centers in the wheat pit. The corner in 
May continues, and the congested condi- 
tion has largely extended itself into the 
July option. All the grade wheat in the 
local elevators has been delivered to the 
interest controlling the May deal, and 
that interest is in large degree absorbing 
the daily increasing receipts of the high- 
er grades. Wheat that was shipped from 
here to help break the ‘‘Gates corner’’ in 
Chicago is now coming back to this mar 
ket. We venture the opinion that there is 
nota mill here which, should it quote 
flour to all its customers ata loss of 25¢ 
per bbl, could sell a day’s output on that 
basis. 





Red Lake Falls (Minn.) Milling Co: 
Business for the week was a repetition of 
the previous week — nothing doing to 
speak of. It seems impossible to interest 
buyers at any price. Milling wheat is get- 
ting scarce, although we look for some 
deliveries from farmers in the next few 
weeks. Crop conditions in our territory 
are ideal. 








458 


Head of the Lakes 


DWIGHT E. WOODBRIDGE, Agent 
416 Providence Bldg., Duluth, Minn. 
Special Correspondence 


Local mills put in full time last week 
and the outturn of flour was 26,500 bbls, 
which is the best week’s run this year. A 
week ago the production was 6,000 and this 
week last year, 14,270. This week the Com- 
mander is the only mill in operation and 
so the total output figures will be com- 
paratively small. 

Nothing of importance took place in the 
flour market, but the situation was proba- 
bly less satisfactory than the week before, 
as sales were for small quantities and new 
business booked was very moderate in 
amount. The slight improvement noted in 
the preceding week seemed to have been 
lost and the market settled back to where 
it was before the reduction of prices. 
Nothing was done for export, and buyers, 
local as well as eastern, were reluctant 
about taking hold except for needs, owing 
to the uncertainty of prices. 

The trade as a rule is bearish in its views 
as to flour and acts accordingly. Flour is 
moving very slowly and there is no great 
change in stock to note. 

Mills in operation: Duluth-Superior 
Milling Co., one mill; Universal: Com- 
mander. 

WHEAT GRADING QUESTION 


As was foreshadowed iu this correspond- 
ence a week ago, the proposition to make 
No. 2 northern contract grade was very 
strongly recommended by members of the 
Duluth Board of Trade. In consequence, 
the directors have prepared a rule to that 
effect and will submit it to the Board next 
Saturday. There was not much opposition 
at the meeting of members and but two 
‘votes were against the measure, but a 
stronger feeling has risen since. 

A. D. Thomson is head of the opposition, 
as is natural when his present position in 
the cash wheat market is understood. 
Speaking of the matter, Mr. Thomson says 
that it will make a greater quantity of 
wheat available for delivery, and will in 
this way aid the professional short seller 
and, therefore, ‘‘the Duluth Board of 
Trade will have gone on record as opposed 
to the advance and prosperity of the north- 
west and farmers as a whole!”’ 

He added that the state board would 
probably take measures to ‘‘protect the 
farmers’ interest if the measure should 
come to rule, and this by raising the condi- 
tions of No. 2 northern to such point that 
it shall in effect be equivalent to the pres- 
ent No. 1 northern.”’ 

He thinks that, now, with Superior at- 
tempting to start a Board of Trade, it will 
be folly to aid her by lowering the Duluth 
grades. His closing argument, and the one 
that really seems to have some reason in 
it, is that there is no cause for the belief, 
just because last year’s crop was lower 
than usual, that this year’s and those to 
follow will be short. 

It would be rather silly to drop the con- 
tract grade because there was a year in 
which good wheat was scarce and was 
cornered by Mr. Thomson and associates. 

NOTES 


J. H. Cook of the Commander mill has 
returned from a long trip in the east. 


G. G. Barnum of the Barnum Grain Co. 
returns today from a three months’ trip 
in Japan and the Far East. 

George S. Barnes of G. S. Barnes & Co. 
will move to Minneapolis, to reside, and 
will leave his office here in charge of an 
associate. 

The Buffalo Chamber of Commerce has 
stated that it will co-operate with the Su- 
perior Board of Trade in establishing Wis- 
consin inspection, to the extent of suggest- 
ing a suitable New York man to be recom- 
mended for the position of associate in- 
spector there. 

The Duluth Feed & Milling Co. has 
been incorporated to take over the mill of 
EK. H. Smith of this city, at Bemidji. As- 
sociated with Mr. Smith in the undertak- 
ing are McCarthy Bros. and L. E. Meyer. 
This mill has been a profitable investment 
and it is to be enlarged. 

David Thomson, a flour buyer of Glas- 
gow, who has been here a day or two, says 
the reasons why American flour is not sell- 
ing abroad this year are, first, because it 
is too costly, and second, because it has 
too little gluten. A local miller, com- 
menting on this, adds that it may be too 
high, but millers can not make it for any 
less, at the present cost of wheat, and as 
to the deficiency in gluten, that is true, to 
a certain extent, and seems to be general 
this year, but the buyers recognize this 
and are not discriminating against it on 
that account. He adds that mills are 
running but about half time, and there is 
a general feeling among flour buyers that 
they will be able to get flour made from 
cheaper wheat on the present crop, but 
this seems impossible, judging from indi- 
cations, and when the buyers realize that 
it is impossible they will begin buying 
heavier. 
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SHIPPING NOTES 


The wheat rate to Buffalo is now 134ca 
bu, as made by the line ships, while big 
vessels are still attempting to hold the 
freights up to 2c and refuse to take it for 
less. They are getting practically noth- 
ing, however. 
~ The new steamship S. M. Clement, for 
John Mitchell and associates, has just been 
launched at Lorain. This ship has a ca- 
pacity for about 325,000 bus and is a du- 
Plicate of the Minch and the Ball Broth- 
ers. The Jas. E. Walsh, built at Toledo, 
was launched on the same day. This isa 
500-ft ship of about 300,000 bus capacity. 

The American Shipbuilding Co. now 
has contracts for the construction of 
eleven freight ships for the lakes, all to be 
out at the opening of navigation next 
year. These ships will cost about $3,500,- 
000, and their cargo capacity will run 
from 240,000 to 375,000 bus of wheat or 
from 6,500 to 10,000 gross tons. The Great 
Lakes Engineering Works has not yet tak- 
en any contracts for the coming year. but 
is busy with work undertaken for this 
year’s delivery. 

One of the features of the lake situa- 
tion here at this time is the slackness of 
merchandise and flour for the liners. They 
are carrying shingles, salmon and wheat 
eastward, and coming west. They are 
running unusually light, though there 
seems to be a large business in the whole- 
sale lines that usually keep these ships 
full. It will be several weeks before these 
ships come west well loaded, and the sit- 
uation is rather discouraging to the pack- 
age freight lines. 

DwiGut E. WooDBRIDGE. 

Duluth, Minn., May 23. 





New Texas Mill-Product Laws 


The provisions of the laws enacted by 
the legislature of Texas, effective July 14, 
1905, follow : 

WEIGHTS, MARKING, ADULTERATION 

Section 1. Mill products hereinafter 
mentioned shall have the following stand- 
ard weights, viz: flour, 196 lbs per bbl, or 
48 lbs per sack; cornmeal, bolted or un- 
bolted, 35 lbs per sack, and feed made from 
cereals of any kind, whether pure, mixed 
or adulterated, 100 lbs per sack. Fraction- 
al barrels and sacks shall weigh in the 
same proportion, and these weights shall 
be net and exclusive of the barrel or sack 
in which said product is packed. 

Section 2. The correct name and the 
true net weight of the contents of each 
and every hogshead, barrel, box, cask, 
bale, sack or package of any of the forego- 
ing products, whether sold in single pack- 
ages or lots, shall be plainly marked, 
branded or stenciled in large letters and 
figures not less than two inches in size up- 
on the exterior of such hogshead, barrel, 
box, cask, bale, sack or package in a con- 
spicuous place, as the head in case of 
hogsheads or barrels, and the front or 
branded side in case of casks, bales or 
packages; and it shall be unlawful for any 
person, firm or corporation, or the agent, 
employee or representaive of any person, 
firm or corporation to sell or exchange or 
offer for sale or exchange any of such prod- 
ucts so packed or contained until the pro- 
visions hereof have been complied with. 

Section 8. It shall be unlawful for any 
person, firm or corporation, or the agent, 
employee or representative of any person, 
firin or corporation to sell or exchange, or 
offer for sale or exchange, whether in single 
packages or lots, any product composed of 
mixed cereals of any kind or any cereals 
adulterated in any manner, unless the word 
*‘Adulterated”’ is plainly marked, printed 
or stenciled diagonally across the other 
marks or brands, if any, on the hogshead, 
barrel, cask, box, bale, sack or package 
containing the same, or in case there are 
no other marks thereon, then across such 
box, barrel, hogshead, cask, bale, sack or 
package, in a conspicuous place in large 
legible letters and figures not less than 
two inches in size. 

Section 4. If any person shall know- 
ingly violate the provisions of this act, he 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and on conviction thereof, shall be fined in 
any sum not less than $25 nor more than 
$1,000 and each transaction shall be deemed 
a separate offense. 

SALE OF MIXED FEED 

Section 1. Every lot or parcel of con- 
centrated feedstuff, as defined in section 3 
of this act, used for feeding farm livestock, 
sold, offered or exposed for sale in the 
state of Texas for use :within this state 
shall, in addition to the tag described in 
section 5 of this act, have affixed thereto 
in a conspicuous place on the outside 
thereof a plainly-printed statement clear- 
ly and truly certifying the number of 
net pounds of feedingstuffs in the pack- 
age, the name, brand or trade-mark under 
which the article is sold, the name and ad- 
dress of the manufacturer or importer, the 
place of manufacture, and a chemical an- 
alysis stating the percentages it contains 
of crude protein, allowing one per cent of 
nitrogen to equal six and one-fourth per 
cent of protein and of crude fat, both con- 


stituents to be determined by the methods - 






adopted at the time by the Association of 
Official Agricultural Chemists of the 
United States. Mill products hereinafter 
mentioned shall have the following stand- 
ard weights, viz: flour 196 lbs per bbl, or 
48 lbs per sack; cornmeal, bolted or un- 
bolted, 35 lbs per sack; cottonseed meal, 
100 lbs per sack; cereals of any kind, 
whether pure, mixed or adulterated, 100 
lbs per sack. Fractional barrels and sacks 
shall weigh in the same proportion, and 
these weights shall be exclusive of the bar- 
rel in which the product is packed. 

Section 2. The term concentrated com- 
mercial feedstuffs, as herein used, shall 
not include hay and straw, the whole seed 
or grains of wheat, barley, rye, oats, In- 
dian corn, rice, buckwheat or broomcorn, 
or any other whole or unground grains or 
seeds. 

Section 3. The term concentrated feed- 
stuffs, as herein used, shall include wheat 
bran, wheat shorts, linseed meals, cotton- 
seed meals, pea meals, cocoanut meals, 


gluten meals, gluten feeds, maize feeds, . 


sugar feeds, dried brewer’s grains, malt 
sprouts, hominy feeds, cerealine feeds, rice 
meals, rice bran, rice polish, rice hulls, oat 
feeds, corn and oat chops, corn chops, 
ground beef, or mixed fish feeds, and all 
other materials of similar nature not in- 
cluded in section 8 of this act. 

Section 4. Before any concentrated feed- 
ingstuff, as defined in section 3 of this act, 
is so offered or exposed for sale, the im- 
porter, manufacturer and party who 
causes it to be sold or offered for sale with- 
in this state, shall, for each and every 
feedstuff bearing a distinguishing name 
and trade-mark, file with the director of 
the Texas Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion a certified copy of the statement made 
in section 1 of this act, and shall also de- 
posit with said director a sealed glass jar 
or bottle containing not less than one 
pound of the feedingstuff to be sold or of- 
fered for sale, accompanied by an affidavit 
that it isa fair average sample thereof 


and corresponds within reasonable limits’ 


to the feedingstuff which it represents in 
the percentage of protein and fat which it 
contains. 

Section 5. The manufacturer, importer, 
agent or seller of each concentrated feed- 
ingstuff as defined in section 3 of this act 
shall, before the article is offered for sale, 
pay to the director of the Texas Agricul- 
tural Experiment Station an inspection 
tax of twenty cents per ton for each ton of 
such concentrated feedingstuff sold or of- 
fered for sale in the state of Texas for use 
within this state, and shall affix to each 
lot shipped in bulk, and to each bag, bar- 
rel or other package of such concentrated 
feedstuffs a tag to be furnished by said di- 
rector stating that all charges specified in 
said section have been paid. The director 
of said Texas Agricultural Experiment 
Station is hereby empowered to prescribe 
the form of such tags and adopt such reg- 
ulations as may be necessary for the en- 
forcement of the law. Whenever the man- 
ufacturer or importer or shipper of a con- 
centrated feedingstuff shall have filed the 
statement made in section 1 of this act 
and have paid the inspection tax, no agent 
or seller of said manufacturer, inspector 
or shipper shall be required to file such 
statement or pay such tax. The amount 
of the inspection tax and penalties re- 
ceived by said director shall be paid into 
the state treasurer. So much of the inspec- 
tion tax and penalties collected under this 
act shall be paid by the state treasurer to 
the treasurer of the Texas Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, as the director of 
the Texas Agricultural’ Experiment Sta- 
tion may show by his bills has been ex- 
pended in performing the duties required 
by this act, but in no case to exceed the 
amount of the inspection tax and penal- 
ties received by the state treasurer under 
this act. 

Section 6. Any manufacturer, import- 
er, agent or person selling, offering or ex 
posing for sale any concentrated commer- 
cial feedingstuff in section 3 of this act, 
without the statement required by section 
1 and the tag required by section 5 of this 
act, or, with a label stating that said feed- 
ingstuff contains substantially a larger 
percentage of either of the constituents 
mentioned in section 1 of this act, shall, 
on conviction in a court of competent ju- 
risdiction, be fined not less than $100 nor 
more than $500 for the first offense, and 
not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 
for each subsequent offense. The sale or 
offering for sale of each package shal) 
constitute a separate offense. 

Section 7. Any person who shall coun- 
terfeit -or use a couhterfeit of the tag 
or tags prescribed by this act, knowing 
the same to be counterfeited, or who 
shall use them a second time after the 
said tags shall have once been attached 
shal] be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on 
conviction thereof, shall be fined in a sum 
not exceeding $500, one-half of which fine 
shall be paid to the informer; which fine 
may be doubled or tripled at each second 
or third conviction, and so on progress- 
ively for subsequent convictions. 

Section 8. All manufacturers and im- 
porters of concentrated commercial feed- 
ingstuffs, or dealers in same, shall, when 
requested, furnish the director of the 
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Texas Experiment Station with a complete 
list of the names or trade-marks of such 
feedingstuffs. 

Section 9. The director of the Texas 
Agricultural Experiment Station shal] 
cause one analysis or more to be made an- 
nually of each concentrated commercial 
feedingstuff sold or offered for sale under 
the provisions uf this act. Said director is 
hereby authorized in person or by deputy 
to take a sample not exceeding two pounds 
in weight for analysis from any lot or 
package of concentrated commercial feed- 
ingstuff which may be in the possession of 
any manufacturer, importer, agent, dealer 
or buyer in this state; but said sample 
shall be drawn or taken in the presence of 


said party or parties in interest or their 


representative, and shall be taken from a 
parcel, lot or number of parcels which 
shall not be less than five per cent of the 
whole lot inspected and shall be thorouch- 
ly mixed and divided into two samples 
and placed in glass or metal vessels care- 
fully sealed and a label placed on each 
stating the name or brand of the feeding- 
stuff or material sampled, the name of the 
party from whose stock the sample is 
drawn and the date and place of taking 
such sample, and said label shall be signed 
by the director or his deputy and the 
party or parties at interest, or their repre- 
sentatives present at the taking and seal- 
ing of said sample; provided, that where 
the party or parties at interest refuse t« be 
present and take part in the sampling of 
the said feedstuffs, the director or his diep- 
uties may take said samples in the pres- 
ence of two disinterested witnesses, on» of 
said duplicate samples shall be retained by 
the director and the other shall be ‘cft 
with the party whose stock was samp!-d, 
and the sample or samples retained by ‘he 
director shall be for comparison with ‘he 
certified statements made in section 1 :1d 
4 of this act. The result of the analysi. of 
the sample or samples so procured, tog: |i- 
er with such additional information as 
circumstances advise, shall be publisiied 
in reports or bulletins by the Texas A ~ii- 
cultural and. Mechanical College fr m 
time to time. 

Section 10. The term importer for «ll 
the purposes of this act shall be taken to 
mean all such persons as shall bring | ito 
or offer for sale within this state con. n- 
trated commercial feedingstuffs manu \c- 
tured without this state. 

Section 11. No foreign mineral substa ve, 
saw-dust, dirt or other indigestible b- 
stance or other foreign material or ~\:b- 
stance, milling or manufacturing offal, \n- 
jurious to the health of domestic anim:'s, 
shall be mixed with any feedingstuff. or 
any material or materials from which t !:vcy 
are manufactured, sold or offered or °x- 
posed for sale in the state 

Every person violating section 11 of (is 
act shall, upon conviction thereof, be puu- 
ished by a fine of not less than $100 nor 
more than $500, or by imprisonment in the 
county jail for a term of not less than 
thirty days and not more than sixty days. 
or by both such fine and imprisonment 





Linseed in Europe 


Lonpon, May 10.—There has this week 
again been a smart recovery in linseed 
prices. This is largely due to the latest 
report by cable that the last Argentina 
crop is much smaller than was expected, 
and may come out at only 650,000 tons, or 
200,000 tons less than the preliminary oii 
cial estimate. We are the more inclined to 
believe this view in London, because the 
recent sharp advance in prices failed to 
bring out any increased offers of La Plata 
seed for shipment. Since Jan. 1, the ship 
ments from that country have been ou!) 
353,000 tons, against 576,000 last year, and 
355,000 in 1903. Present prices compare as 
follows: 

CALCUTTA 
-— April-June shipment t 
' 


London Hul Ham!)'rg 
Oy liga s vais ve 40s 38 d 40s#d 40st a 
One month ago..... 35s 6 d_...... Bs 0 d 
One year ago....... 29s 3 d Wstd 2s: d 


Two yearsago...... 39s 74d 39s9d_ 3s) 
Three years ago.... 53810%d 53s9d 54s 





ARGENTINE April-N! \ 

to Hu 

MI Bre toss oh sg hos Rides Psa Rink saris CAO OO 

CR OO BRO oe cndn'cvarcascaservess wap OG 

One year ago 27s tid 
PT vas cen deed kinss-os gnsaoesnssess OS 


DN BORD oo vin'ins sed cuccctnscssvccces & 2s 

The average price of Calcutta linsec:! 
on the spot in London during the moun! 
of April was 38s, against 30s 6d in t 
same month last year, 42s 9d in 1903, av! 
51s in 1902. 





E. J. White, Russell-Miller Milling ‘ 
Grand Forks, N. D: Weather in last we 
has been favorable and wheat is grow! 
finely. There has been a small percents: 
killed by water; but, generally speakiv 
would consider conditions almost _perte 
Seeding of oats, barley and flax is bei' 
done under most favorable condition 
Wheat receipts are very light; stocks 
farmers’ hand are small. 





A. C. Henderson, Barnesville, Mini 
Growing wheat is in fine condition 
present time. 
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The flour output of the local mills last 
week was 16,600 bbls, against 9,000 in 1904, 
12,590 in 1908, and 29,500 in 1902. 

Yvade in flour last week was of about the 
same character as that of the previous 
week, the difference noted being due tothe 
conditions which were created by the 
teamsters’ strike. One result of the labor 
trouble was that one of the local mills had 
a practical monopoly on all the new busi- 
ness which was secured during the week, 
because of the fact that this mill was able 
to make deliveries to its customers, where- 
as most of the millers were prevented from 
entering actively into the trade by the 
failure of the company having their team- 
ing work to hold their men in line in the 
matter of getting the flour to the whole- 
salers and the jobbers. 

This created a land-office business for 
the one fortunate company, and was the 
salvation of the trade in Chicago, as with- 
out these deliveries many of the bakeries 
would have been compelled to cease opera- 
tion. 

Up to Friday the flour mill mentioned 
above had no trouble with its drivers, but 
on that day an attempt to get some of its 
drivers to deliver flour to some of the 
strike-bound houses, resulted in refusal 
on the part of the teamsters, whereupon 
they were discharged, and this mill was 
placed in the same position as the others. 

The strike came at a time when the buy- 
ers were in need of flour, and when the 
trade was on the mend, after a long period 
of dullness. While it did not altogether 
stop the sale of flour, even among those 
houses which were not in a position to 
guarantee the delivery of the product, it 
tended in that direction as it was only 
natural that the buyers would not enter 
into contracts for the flour when they had 
no assurance as to the time they would be 
able to secure the stuff. 

Orders piled up at the various houses, 
but the volume of business was not what 
it would have been had the way been clear 
for getting the purchases into the stores. 

The wheat market was the flour man’s 

salvation. It was on the upturn, and the 
buyer of flour saw that there was a strong 
possibility that there would be another ad- 
vance in flour. Had he not felt this, it is 
more than likely that he would have con- 
tented himself with waiting for a cessa- 
tion of labor hostilities before sending in 
any orders. 
_ Prices are firm at the recent advance. 
The interior mills have been doing a con- 
siderable business during the week, but 
they have not all held toa uniformity of 
prices. The Kansas mills’ offerings were 
ight. 

There have been sales of northern pat- 
ents, in bulk, at $5 Kansas hard winter 95 
per cent patents have been sold in car lots, 
within a range of $4.45@4.65, and some 
soft high-grade straights at $4.05, jute. 

Rye flour continues to rule quiet. Sales 
at $4 for white flour were reported, the 
range for the various grades being $3.65 


(4, 
THE WHEAT MARKET 

‘The resiliency of the wheat market re- 
ceived ample demonstration on the closing 
day of last week when the prices were 
sharply advanced on conditions which did 
not appear to warrant any undue excite- 
ment in the trade. The fact that the gain 
came after a day of depression, made the 
strength all the more marked. 


H. CHALTSEN 
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Bears were apparently in control of the 
market at the close of the.trading on Fri- 
day. They had succeeded in taking off all 
the advance of the previous day and repla- 
cing it byaloss. The crop reports were of 
the best. With the exceptions of a few Kan- 
sas counties there was no part of the coun- 
try where the indications did not point to 
an enormous yield and yet, onthe closing 
day of the week, almost without an effort, 
the bulls turned the tables on the bears, 
and ran the price of all of the deliveries up 
sharply. 

With the influence of the cash market as 
an aid, the May delivery made the heaviest 
gain, but the new crop months also showed 
surprising strength. The southwest sent 
good buying orders into the pit, and there 
were rumors of crop damage reports from 
both Kansas and Oklahoma. All the 
heavy selling by the big bears did not have 
much effect in staying the advance. It 
was reported that the Armour house sold 
nearly a million bushels of wheat in an 
effort to check the upturn, but the closing 
prices were only a fraction under the high 
point of the day. 

Ahead there is evidently a big wheat 
crop, but it is very probable that it will 
affect the September, rather than the July 
option. The bull campaign, which is be- 
ing constructed, is laid upon the theory 
that there will be little of the new wheat 
ready fur the market by July, and there- 
fore the short selling of that commodity is 
freighted with much danger. The old 
wheat will be exhausted, or will be in the 
hands of the millers for actual commercial 
purposes. 


MANUFACTURERS WANT RECIPROCITY 


A delegation of Chicago manufacturers 
which returned from Atlanta last week, 
brought news which will encourage mill- 
ers who are working for broader markets. 
The National Association of Manufactur- 
ers held its annual convention at Atlanta 
May 16, 17 and 18, and Chicago was well 
represented. The association has over 
8,000 members, and has great influence 
over national legislation. 

A resolution was adopted calling upon 
the President and congress ‘‘to act 
promptly in placing the United States in 
a position where we can meet half way all 
friendly proposals from other countries’’ 
and the department of commerce was also 
requested to make a careful investigation 
of the maximum and minimum tariffs of 


. foreign countries. 


The resolution was greeted with hearty 
applause when it was reported from the 
committee to the convention, and was 
passed without an opposing vote. The as- 
sociation thus comes out squarely in favor 
of reciprocity, and the resolution is so 
worded that it calls for tariff revision, 
without using the actual words. 

It is generally believed that it was the 
action of the National Association of Man- 
ufacturers four years ago, in endorsing 
the principle of reciprocity but coupling 
it with impossible conditions, that killed 
the French treaty and the whole policy of 
reciprocity treaties which President Mc- 
Kinley had advocated so earnestly. 

The association took the position that 
no concessions should be made by the 
United States which would ‘‘injure’’ any 
American interest, and the action of this 
great influential organization of manufac- 
turers afforded the necessary excuse to 
eastern senators who represented special 
interests and were opposed to any reduc- 
tion in duties which a reciprocity treaty 
might necessitate. 

In reversing its policy by a unanimous 
vote the association has given warning to 
congress that it will be dangerous to con- 
tinue opposition to the needs of agricul- 
ture and other industries which are suffer- 
ing. European governments have been 
compelled to retaliate against American 
goods. 

So long as this retaliation was confined 
to flour and other agricultural products, 
the east could well afford to ignore the 
question. Now, however, foreign coun- 
tries are beginning to discriminate 
against manufactured products, and the 
National Association of Manufacturers is 
none too early in sounding a note of 
alarm, 

The Chicago delegates are greatly pleased 
over the action taken, and are enthusiast- 
ic regarding the prospects for reciprocity 
legislation. 
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NOTES AND PERSONALS 


William E. Williams of Chicago has reg- 
istered with the patent office asa title in 
labels relating to breakfast foods of cereal 
grain, the words, ‘‘Wheat Fibre.’’ 

A new wheat rate between Chicago and 
Minneapolis was put into effect May 18. 
The rate prior to that time was 10c per 100 
og The rate now operative is71gc per 100 

Ss. 

A new cash grain firm has been organ- 
ized under the name of Keller, McKenzie 
& Co. The firm is composed of John Kel- 
ler, J. P. McKenzie, and W. G. Husband. 
The latter was for a long time with R. E. 
Pratt & Co. 

Among the visitors at this office were F. 
EK. Lehman of the Nordyke & Marmon Co., 
Indianapolis; Charles B. Rock of Milwau- 
kee; J. M. Shackleton of Kalamazoo, 
Mich; W. N. Anderson of W. N. Anderson 
& Co., Milwaukee. 

The board has expelled from member- 
ship A. G. McCampbell of Louisville, who 
was accused of bucket-shopping. Mr. 
McCampbell has been a member of the ex- 
change for about sixteen years, but during 
that time is said not to have obtained any 
direct benefit from the membership. 

The peculiar movement of cash wheat 
still continues. The spectacle of wheat be- 
ing moved out of Chicago to go to Minne- 
apolis, is now seen. In this the reduced 
rate on wheat from this market to Minne- 
apo.is has been an important factor in 
aiding the millers in the latter named 
city. It is said that a cargo of wheat 
which was recently loaded at Duluth for 
Buffalo, will be sent to Chicago, and 
shipped by rail to Minneapolis. 


C. H. CHALLEN. 





Milwaukee 


A. W. FRIESE, Agent, 24 Sentinel Building 
Special Correspondence 


Flour advanced 15@25c last week to the 
basis of $5.80@6.25 for hard spring wheat 
patents in wood, but trade was light and 
few new orders were booked, while ship- 
ping directions came in only moderately. 

Contrary to anticipations, the sharp ad- 
vance in wheat and products checked the 
demand, and with one exception, Milwau- 
kee millers reported a meager business for 
the week. 

Rye flour advanced 20c to $4.20 for fancy 
and $4.10 for standard city brands in wood. 
There wasafair degree of activity and 
the number of shipping directions received 
showed a gain for the week, with a fair 
amount of new business booked. A sharp 
rise in grain caused millers to mark up 
their prices. 

The week’s flour production by Milwau- 
kee mills was 21,450 bbls, against 27,450 
the preceding week, 15,252 the correspond- 
ing period last year, 29,550 in 1903, 34,650 
in 1902, and 35,500 in 1901. Two mills 
which were in operation the week preced- 
ing, shut down, while one which had been 
idle started up half time and another ran 
full time half the week. 

Spring wheat patents were quoted ata 
wide range, early figures being $5.50 for 
the inside in wood and $6 for the outside, 
but with the gradual hardening of wheat 
futures, there was a corresponding ad- 
vance in product until $5.80 and $6.25 were 
the figures quoted by Milwaukee millers. 

The unsettled condition of the wheat 
market kept buyers out except when their 
immediate necessities had to be supplied, 
and the difficulty experienced in obtain- 
ing shipping directions indicated the un- 
willingness of eastern jobbers to stock up 
at present, or at least until the manipula- 
tion of leading grain markets is elimin- 
ated. 

Milwaukee millers said they experienced 
difficulty in disposing of more than half 
of their capacity and their operations 
were consequently restricted to that basis, 
with possibly a single exception. 

With manipulation of wheat futures out 
of the way, all agreed that the situation 
would be more healthy—normal in fact— 
for stocks as a rule were not excessive at 
leading distributing points and buyers 
were ina frame of mind to add to their 
holdings as soon as the speculative atmos- 
phere was clarified. 

Millfeed was only moderately active and 
prices exhibited a declining tendency un- 
der slightly larger offerings and the fact 
that shipping directions were coming in 
less briskly. Receipts were larger that 
during the week preceding and consider- 
ably in excess of those of a year ago, 
while shipments exhibited a falling off, 
though still larger than in 1904 for the 
same period. Buyers were indifferent, 
but a sharp decline was averted by the 
tendency of millers to hold their product 
for better figures. . 

Wheat was scarce and there was a fairly 
active demand for choice milling grades, 
although the advance of 8@5c per bu 
checked the operations of millers. More 
demand was also experienced for medium 
qualities of No. 3 spring and No. 2 north- 
ern. At the end of the week country mill- 
ers bought a good deal and one city miller 
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cleared the tables of the choice No. 2 north- 
ern and No. 3 spring. Receipts were light. 

Rye was in active demand and prices ad- 
vanced 3c. Millers were the most promi- 
nent buyers, but distillers also togk hold 
more freely, and the tables were’ cleared 
of the best grades, which were in light 
supply. No. 1sold at 79@82c and closed 
with the outside figure bid. 

May wheat gained 4c and July 3c, and 
business was again active, with the bulk 
of the daily transactions in July. Fluc- 
tuations were violent and outsiders again 
showed increasing interest in the future 
of wheat. May ranged at 94(@@98c, July at 
8514 @89%c and September at 7914(@83%c. 

Corn futures were wildly excited and 
unusually active, May advancing 5c, July 
2c and September at 2c. There was some 
trading in July oats, which ranged at 
2914 (@30e. 

NOTES 


Ludwig Deetjen, manager of the Daisy 
= mills, was in New York last 
week. 


Chamber of Commerce memberships 
were in demand last week and sold at $450, 
with dues paid for 1905 and 1906. 


Clement B. Stern of the Atlas Mills left 
on Saturday for St. Paul, where he will 
remain until next Tuesday visiting rela- 
tives. 

Walter Stern of the Atlas Mills returned 
on Friday from Boston. He said trade 
conditions were assuming a healthier tone, 
but the sharp rise in wheat prices had 
checked business. 


A. H. Heckendorf, travelling freight 
agent of the Pere Marquette road in Iowa, 
has been appointed to a similar position 
with the Chicago & Alton road, with head- 
quarters in Milwaukee. 


The Phoenix mill was shut down all of 
last week while repairs were being made 
on the boilers. The Gem shut down after 
being in operation for a week, while the 
Reliance began running again. 

The Charles Manegold Milling Co. will 
build a warehouse at Davidson and South 
Water streets for the storage of flour and 
millfeed. The structure will cost $7,000 
and work on it is now in progress. 


The steamer Manistee of the Nessen 
Transportation Co., which will operate 
this season between Milwaukee, Manistee, 
Ludington, Traverse City and other north- 
ern Michigan ports, made her first run last 
Friday. 

Alexander Berger returned to Milwau- 
kee last Monday from the east. He said 
crop conditions were fairly favorable in 
winter wheat states, but stocks of milling 
wheat were smaller than was generally an- 
ticipated. 

‘‘Last Wednesday northwestern millers 
were offering first patents in cotton halves 
to Harrisburg flour buyers at $5.15, or 
$1.10 under the list prices,’’ said a Milwau- 
kee miller on Friday. ‘‘This alone shows 
how unsettled the flour market is at the 
present time.’’ 

The Wisconsin state board of agriculture 
says the stands of oats, barley and spring 
wheat are satisfactory in most localities, 
though some complaint is made that the 
inferior quality of seed oats resulted in a 
thin stand. The condition of spring wheat 
is estimated at 97 per cent, winter 92, rye 
97, barley 105, oats 102 and corn 79. 

The Buffalo Chamber of Commerce will 
recommend to Governor La Follette of Wis- 
consin the name of a member of the Wis- 
consin grain commission, to be endorsed by 
the governor of New York. It is reported 
that H. M. Creel of Devil’s Lake will be 
recommended as the Dakota member of 
the commission, by Governor Searles of 
North Dakota. 

The magnificent new steamer Juniata of 
the Anchor Line arrived in Milwaukee 
last Friday morning, with Capt. E. J. 
Martin in command, and a number of pas- 
sengers, the guests of Manager J. C. Evans 
of Buffalo, on board. While here the new 
boat, which will run between Buffalo and 
Duluth this summer, was visited by a 
large number of Milwaukee people. She 
left here Saturday for Erie with a full car- 
go. 

Milwaukee millers bought a good deal 
of May wheat in Chicago last week at 95c, 
their purchases approximating 200,000 bus. 
One firm alone owns 80,000, which will be 
brought to Milwaukee to be ground, and 
two other millers said last week they 
would accept the wheat upon delivery and 
ship it to this city. ‘‘May wheat at 95c in 
Chicago is a better purchase than the same 
grade at $1.03 in Kansas City,’’ said one 
miller, ‘‘and that is where most of the lo- 
cal millers have been getting their sup- 
plies of hard winter this spring.” 

A. W. FRIESE. 

Milwaukee, Wis., May 22. 





Excelsior Mill Co., Yankton, S. D: 
Crop conditions in this locality are quite 
favorable. Corn planting is about two 
weeks late, but the ground is in good con- 
dition and it will make rapid progress 
after being in the ground. 
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The flour market showed further im- 
provement last week, and the demand for 
flour was better than it had been for some 
time. All the millers spoke more en- 
couragingly regarding their business, and 
only a few complaints of dull business 
were heard. Shipping directions were 
plentiful and the mills were able to run 
steadily. A good many new orders were 
hooked for domestic purposes, in spite of 
the higher prices that had to be asked. 
Buyers seemed to be anxious to receive 
flour as quickly as possible, which showed 
that they did not have large stocks. 

Inquiries for new wheat flour continue 
to come from abroad, but very little ex- 
port business has been transacted, owing 
to the higher values of July wheat. 

Millfeed was strong and in good demand, 
and dealers reported a better business. On 
account of offerings not being heavy, ow- 
ing to mills running lightly, prices were 
firm and showed no tendency to decline. 
All kinds of feed were in good demand last 
week, both from the south and the east. 
Bran sold at 78@79c per 100 Ibs, and mid- 
dlings brought 80@90c. The cash market 
was somewhat quiet, owing to the light 
receipts of virgin wheat. No large quan- 
tities of elevator wheat were sold, and the 

~ demand was not good for low grades. 
Choice wheat met with a ready sale and 
brought somewhat fancy prices. Opinions 
vary as to whether there will be much left 
of the local stock of wheat when new 
wheat comes to hand. 

There is now considerable more wheat 
in stock than there was at this time last 
year, but if harvest should be late or any- 
thing should occur to prevent an early 
movement of wheat, there is but little 
doubt that the present supply would all be 
used up. As the demand for flour seems 
to be improving, grain dealers are of the 
opinion that the demand for milling wheat 
also will improve. 

The flour output of the St. Louis mills 
for the week ended Saturday, May 20, was 
15,500 bbls, against 13,650 the week before. 
Outside mills, the product of which is sold 
from St. Louis, made 20,400 bbls, compared 
with 19,500 the week previous. 

CONDITION OF GROWING WHEAT 

The weather was not altogether favora- 
ble for the growing wheat crop, being too 
cool, with too much moisture. Crop re- 
ports were not so promising as they have 
been. Some of the reports are to the effect 
that the wheat is thin, and although head- 
ing out, is not over six or eight inches 
high. Unfavorable reports, that have been 
coming chiefly from southern Illinois, are 
now being received from parts in Missouri. 

Prospects in Tennessee also are not so 
good as they were. No serious damage, 
however, is reported, and with favorable 
weather from now on, more than an aver- 
age crop will be harvested. 


USED ANOTHER MILL’S BRAND 


Lately a great deal has been heard about 
mills imitating and pirating each other’s 
flour brands, and a movement is on foot to 
put a stop to the practice. The following 
instance, however, shows that there are 
mills that do not do it intentionally. The 
Model Milling Co. of Port Huron, Mich., 
is a new mill and on account of its name, 
placed on the market a brand of flour called 
**Model.’’ 

John F. Meyer & Sons, having as one of 
their leading brands a flour by this name, 
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informed the Michigan mill that they had 
a brand by that name which they had used 
for a number of years, and they asked the 
new mill to stop using it. 

In answer to this letter John F. Meyer 
& Sons received a very satisfactory and 
obliging letter from the Michigan concern, 
stating that it was unaware that there 
was another brand of flour called ‘*Model’’ 
and as John F. Meyer & Sons evidently 
had the prior right to it, the new brand 
would be withdrawn. 

Later a Port Huron paper was received 
containing a large display advertisement 
inserted by the Michigan mill, which stat- 
ed that, owing to there being another 
**Mode]”’ flour, the mill offered a cash prize 
to the person who sent the most fitting and 
appropriate name for its new flour. 

The courtesy of the Michigan mill in hav- 
ing acted so fairly and honorably in the 
matter, is much appreciated by John F. 
Meyer & Sons, who had decided, if neces- 
sary, to bring suit to establish their right 
to the use of the word ‘‘Model.”’ 


WHEAT GRADING SUIT HEARD 


The suit of Thomas Akin to restrain the 
Missouri state warehouse and railroad 
commissioners from grading red Russian 
and Pacific coast wheat as No. 2 red win- 
ter wheat was heard in St. Louis last 
week. The suit was brought by Akin, 
who acts to a considerable extent as broker 
to Corwin H. Spencer, so in reality it is 
Mr. Spencer who is bringing the suit. 

A number of witnesses were heard who 
testified both in favor and against the val- 
ue of Pacific coast wheat. Several millers 
said that in their opinion the wheat was 
not so good for milling purposes as was 
the regular red winter wheat. 

W. C. Ellis, vice-president of the Kehlor 
Flour Mills Co., was a witness in favor of 
the wheat. He stated that he had used 
some of the wheat as a mixture with No. 
2 red winter wheat, and had heard no com- 
plaints of the result. He said that he 
could not see why the wheat should not be 
graded as red winter wheat, as he could 
find no difference between the two, in so 
far as milling qualities were concerned. 

Mr. Ellis is also a director of the Mer- 
chants’ Exchange. He stated that the ex- 
change had taken no action regarding the 
mixing of red Russian wheat with the na- 
tive wheat, as it was thought that this 
was a matter within the province of the 
grain inspectors. 

Corwin H. Spencer testified in Akin’s 
behalf. He said he first learned of the 
mixing of these species of wheat in Febru- 
ary, and since then he had not bought any 
wheat for his firm in this market. It was 
shown, however, that he had bought a 
considerable amount of wheat since that 
date, but Mr. Spencer said this was not 
for himself, but for customers. It was 
suggested that he should be made to bring 
his books into court, but this was over- 
ruled, and Mr. Spencer refused to do so. 

The case was heard before Judge Doug- 
las of the circuit court and occupied sev- 
eral days. The judge is now taking the 
case under advisement and it will be some 
time before his decision is rendered. It is 
understood that Mr. Spencer will have 
quite a line of May wheat delivered to 
him, so naturally fhere is much interest 
shown asto whether he will accept the 
wheat or not. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


The Mc. Reynolds ‘‘C’’ eievator in East 
St. Louis has been classified by the board 
of directors of the Merchants’ Exchange 
as regular, and hereafter will be used as a 
regular house. 

John C. Shofner of the Neil & Shofner 
Grain Co., Nashville, Tenn., was a St. 
Louis visitor last week. He said that 
prospects for a large crop in his state were 
not so good as they have been. 

Alfred H. Buschman, president of the 
A. H. Buschman Grain Co., this city, died 
Wednesday at his home here. Mr. Busch- 
man had been suffering of typhoid fever, 
and other complications developed. He is 
survived by a widow. He was 36 years of 
age, and was well and favorably known 
on the floor of the Merchants’ Exchange. 

The American Milling & Purifying Co. 
held a meeting of its executive commit- 
tee in Chicago Thursday. C. F. Sparks, 
president of the company, says a complete 
Bradley-Lovejoy machine will be in- 
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stalled in the Coates House at Kansas City 
during the Federation Convention, and 
any millers interested will be able to see 
the process of bleaching flour. The ma- 
chine also will be used during the F. O. 
M. A. convention. 

Much interest is being shown in the 
Kansas City Mass Convention and prob- 
ably a large party will goto Kansas City 
from here. Several nearby millers have 
signified their intention et ge the party. 
In all probability, a solid trainload of 
millers will be run from St. Louis, as 
many of the special cars coming from the 
eastern and central states, also those from 
Kentucky and Tennessee, will meet at St. 
Louis and go to Kansas City by way of 
the Wabash railroad. As far as can be 
learned, quite a number from this terri- 
tory have engaged reservations for the 
wheat-fields trip, which will take place 
after the Convention. 

C. F. G. RAIKEsS. 


Tennessee 


Special Correspondence 


As a general rule, flour mills in this sec- 
tion of the southeast are running full 
time; the exceptions are in certain locali- 
ties where there is not sufficient demand 
to absorb the output. The demand for 
patents is much more active than that for 
low grades and the result is that there is 
some accumulation of the latter class. 
Business is still dull, but indications point 
to some improvement as the season draws 
toaclose. Most of the orders for flour 
specify immediate shipment. Another 
evidence of better times is the continual 
strengthening of wheat values. 

Prices are steady and millers do not feel 
disposed to shade quotations even to move 
large lots. Quotations are repeated as fol- 
Iows: best patent, $5.35; choice, $4.85, with 
the usual differentials for intermediate 
grades. These prices apply to flour in 





wood. In cotton sacks a reduction of 15c . 


per bbl is made for shipment. 

The tendency of wheat is upward and in 
the last three or four days cash stocks have 
advanced two or three cents. Good west- 
ern wheat could not be had now for less 
than $1.02@1.04, whereas it has been down 
as low as 98c. 

For a while there was some Pacific coast 
wheat on the market which could be 
bought for 96@98c, but there is none of this 
offering now. The mills are gradually 
reducing stocks so as to have clear decks 
by July 1, the opening of the new season. 
The mills are buying some on the open 
market, but they are not extensive opera- 
tors buying just as their needs demand. 

Crop prospects are very bright and the 
wheat plant is looking unusually well, 
with a few exceptional crops, which are 
looking yellow. This, itis thought, will 
not affect the general average to any great 
extent. 

Some farmers are complaining, but this 
is due to the fact that they are judging 
this year’s prospects by those of a year 
ago. Last year’s crop was the finest in 
the history of the state and it should not 
be expected to have bumper crops in suc- 
cessive years. 

Corn is showing more strength and 
prices during the week jumped up to 61c 
for good, white milling and 59 4-5¢ for 
mixed. Receipts are not heavy, but there 
is a steady movement and all offerings are 
accepted readily at ruling values. 

There is the heaviest kind of inquiry 
for grits and corn goods. Several inqui- 
ries from the foreign market have been 
received and the Liberty Mills company 
isnow manufacturing 3,000 50-kilo bags 
of grits to fill a recent order from the 
Continent. 

Prices have been advanced on all corn- 
mill products, and bolted meal is selling 
readily at $1.24 per 100 lbs; grits, $1.31; 
pear] meal, $1.31, f.0.b. Nashville. 

Millfeed is of sufficient demand to ab- 
sorb the entire output of the mills and 
some business is passing to the east, but 
the southeast absorbs the larger part of 
the mill’s output. Prices are: for bran, 
$17.50; middlings, $19.50; hominy feed, 
$16.50 per ton f.o.b. Nashville. 

Oats are still in good demand and all 
offerings are accepted at ruling prices, 
namely, 36!gc for white and 35c for mixed. 


LIBERTY MILLS WELL REPRESENTED 


The event of the week is the trade pa- 
rade initiatory of the opening of the pure- 
food show for Saturday. The Liberty 
Mills will be represented in this parade 
by a whole division, headed by a brass 
band. In this mill’s division there will be 
five automobiles, ten floats, five open car- 
riages and two hundred men. The floats 
advertise the fact that the Liberty is the 
leading mill in the south and the largest 
in Tennessee. 

This mill has at the pure-food show one 
of the most artistic exhibits of flour. 
‘‘Leonte’’ is the central feature of this 
exhibit. ‘‘Leonte’’ is the leading brand 
of the Liberty Mills and an interesting 
thing about the name is that it is the 
name E. T. Noel, founder of the mill, 
spelled backward. 


Nashville, May 22. J. B. CLARK. 
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Louisville 


Special Correspondence 


Activity in millfeed and dullness jy 
every other line easily have been the fea- 
tures of the Louisville and Kentucky trade 
during the past week. There has been a 
growing demand for millfeed and the price 
has risen in consequence, being now at 
$18.50@19, a dollar advance. The orders 
have been general and have steadily jn- 
creased in number and volume, so that the 
week has been really conspicuous in the 
millfeed line. 

In fact, there isa gradual development 
of the millfeed business in this section, 
One of the leadiug Louisville millers com- 
mented last week that farmers were begin- 
ning to realize the advisability of ordering 
direct from the mills, thereby getting the 
feed better and cheaper, and that this tend- 
ency has been growing steadily for a long 
time past. Of course, the general closing 
down of the smaller plants over this sec- 
tion has aided in increasing the demand. 

The flour situation remains about as dul] 
as can be. Orders are hard to get and like- 
ly will be for some time. Spring cleaning 
season is setting in and there probably 
won’t be a great activity among the mili- 
ers until after they begin on new wheat. 
All the local mills have sufficient oid 
wheat on hand to fill the few small orders 
that are received. ; 

The Ballard & Ballard Co.’s plant usi:l- 
ly has ‘‘spring cleaning,”’’ so as to start im- 
mediately after the Fourth of July on new 
wheat. This is this year’s programme. 

The crop promises to be a little earlier 
than usual. Harvesting in Kentucky 
comes in the first part of June and the 
output reaches the local markets about t |i 
latter part of the month. It frequently is 
late, last year for instance, but there are 
absolutely no unfavorable indications fur 
this summer. 

The Kentucky corn crop is in a flouri 
ing condition despite repeated and violeri 
rains. Corn is quoted on the local mar! 
at 56@56!¢c per bu and little is available. 
The corn mills have participated in the 
dull business again, little activity having 
been shown in any product. 


NOTES 


Oats are quoted at 36c and rye at i 
89!gc, both being a little firmer, thoueh 
the actual advance has been infinitesini:!. 

Word has been received from S. Thrust on 
Ballard, who is travelling with his family 
in Europe, that he will arrive home pro} 
bly in July. 

Good wheat can not be purchased in tliis 
market for less than $1.05, marking a coii- 
siderable advance over a short time bac! 
Wheat was down as low as 93c. 

Some damage has been done tothe grain 
crop along the Keutucky, Indiana and ||! 
nois shores by the high water. The river 
and harbors committee of congress was |i 
Louisville last week to inspect local condi 
tions with a view to making some of t!: 
improvements that shippers have contend 
ed for several years, but the water was 
so high as to make an inspection of io 
value. 

About ten leading Kentucky millers 
have signified their intention to go to Kan 
sas City to attend the Mass Convention 0! 
the National Federation. The Kentucky 
members are taking great interest in the 
approaching meeting, which has been tli 
subject of several informal gathering 
Those who go will be almost entirely from 
the Central Kentucky Millers’ Association. 

The receipts and shipments of flour i: 
the Louisville market last week were, re 
spectively, 2,707 and 13,642 bbls. In 1904 
the receipts and shipments were, respect 
ively, 5,188 and 7,004 bbls. The receipts 
and shipments of corn during the week 
were 155,001 bus, and the shipments were 
104,050, whereas last year the figures were, 
respectively, 246,289 and 203,187 bus. ‘The 
receipts and shipments of oats were 73,600 
and 85,351 bus, and in 1904 were 35,700 and 
52,012 bus. The receipts and shipments o! 
wheat were 9,473 and 19,225 bus, and in 
1904 were 430,595 and 29,101 bus. 

It is’a decided probability that a sittiny 
of the interstate commerce commission 
will be held in Kentucky to hear grai! 
rate troubles presented by the Kentucky) 
railroad commission, acting on behalf 0! 
western Kentucky shippers. The commi- 
sion ordered a reduction from 26c to 22¢ !1 
the rate from shipments from wester' 
Kentucky points to the southeastern te! 
ritory and the railroads affected decline: 
to make the reduction. Hence the appes 
to the interstate commerce commissioli 
The western Kentucky grain men claii 
that without the four-cent reduction the) 
are absolutely helpless in competition wit!) 
Illinois and Missouri shippers, who are e! 
abled to ship via St. Louis and Cairo, the 
say, to advantage. 

I. M. HARCOURT. 


Louisville, Ky., May 22. 





Mystic Milling Co., Sioux City, Iowa 
Have had clear weather for a few days ane 
crop conditions have been good this week 
Wheat movement light. 
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indianapolis mills produced 1,600 bbls 
of flour last week, compared with 900 the 
week before, 5,500 last year and 3,830 two 
years ago. ; 

the milling situation in the Ohio valley 
begins to show signs of life, reports from 
outside mills as well as local, indicate a 
turn for the better. The advance in the 
wheat market has stimulated the demand 
and buyers of flour appear to have -wak- 
ened up to the fact that prices have seen 
bottom for some time and there have been 
more inquiries for round lots of flour for 
domestic shipment than for several weeks. 

(he high standard of Indianapolis pat- 
ents is bringing demand from trade that 
is getting their straights from other mar- 
kets, buyers of straights seemingly not 
being quite so particular as to quality. 

‘he foreign situation does not show 
signs of improvement; there has been 
some inquiry but no business resulting, 
as prices are too high to attract foreign 
buyers and there does not seem to be any 
prospect of working export business in 
this territory, unless the new crop turn 
out well and wheat work down to an 
export basis. 

Flour prices have firmed up some with 
better demand for patents, but straights 
and clears are very slow of sale. Prices 
were quoted as follows: patent, $4.95@ 
5.10; straight, $4.50@4.70; clears, $3.60@4 
per bbl, in wood, f.o.b. Indianapolis. 

For No. 2 red wheat #1 per bu and 85c 
for July was bid on call board at Indiana- 
polis, Saturday. 

The millfeed trade showed better de- 
mand though little is being offered, 
mixed feed being quoted at $15.25@15.75 
per ton bulk, Indianapolis for immediate 
shipment. 

Stocks of wheat in Indianapolis Satur- 
day were 128,904 bus being an increase of 
9,520 bus, compared with the stocks of 
the previous week. 


CROP CONDITIONS 


Generally speaking, the wheat crop has 
made good progress. Some complaints are 
coming in of excessive moisture and what 
the crop wants now is dry, warm weath- 
er. There are some complaints of rank 

growth and this is not to be wondered at 

considering the fact that the normal pre- 

cipitation for the month of May for the 
last thirty-three years in the Ohio valley 
s4.18 inches and already up to May 17 
re \) inches of rain have fallen. 

"he corn planting has been delayed some 

y the protracted rains, but the planting 
season has not passed. It has frequently 
occurred in Indiana and Ohio that the 
corn crop has not been planted until 
_ ine and the yield has not suffered 

icreby, for corn planted the first of June 
ha s ample time to mature. 


FROM THE TRADE 


Blanton Milling Co., Indianapolis: With 
oie reaction in the wheat market we have 
ooked some business this past week at 
. itly good prices. However, the orders 
Were not very large and of such character 
is to indicate that buyers were only meet- 
lux immediate requirements. The in- 
(uiries for feed for future shipment have 
been fair, with very little inquiry for im- 
mediate shipment. Feed prices, however, 
arc maintained, as well as flour prices, 
owing to the firmness in the market and 
the backwardness of spring pasture in 
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some sections. The outlook for the new 
wheat crop is excellent, no other condition 
has materialized up to this time and the 
outlook is very good. There is a scarcity 
of milling grade of old wheat; it is keenly 
discouraging to millers and buyers who 
are active in the trade. However, we be- 
lieve that the supply will probably he suf- 
ficient as we anticipate an early harvest. 

Geo. T. Evans & Son, Indianapolis: As 
many anticipated, the deciine was over- 
done and when buyers came to get their 
supplies, the strength of the situation 
showed itself and prices rapidly advanced. 
Cash wheat continues very difficult to buy 
from the country, especially of good quali- 
ty. Farmers’ deliveries have dropped to 
practically nothing. The demand for feed 
is fair at somewhat higher prices. The 
growing crop still maintains its condition 
in this locality. We hear of nocomplaints 
so far, except that the continued cold 
weather is making the season much later 
than anticipated. Flour buyers seem to 
have gone out of the market and will 
probably not be heard from until the mar- 
kets either advance or decline. 

Acme Milling Co., Indianapolis: We 
have had a little more inquiry for flour 
this week and have been able to book some 
business. The stronger wheat markets have 
stimulated trade. To be sure, the orders 
are not of large size, but after the long 
continued dull period, orders of any size 
are welcome. For feed there is a better 
inquiry than for many weeks and at a lit- 
tle better price. Almost no wheat is of- 
fered from the country and prices are 
above the basis of any flour market. About 
Indianapolis the wheat fields are beautiful 
and the promise is most excellent. 

The Goshen Milling Co., Goshen, Ind: 
The flour market, as usual at this time of 
the year, is rather quiet. We have had 
several inquiries for round lots of flour to 
be shipped in July and August but have 
not as yet done a great deal of business. 
The weather is fairly favorable for the 
growing wheat, although we could stand 
a little more sunshine. Farmers are far 
behind with their corn planting owing to 
the cold, damp weather. The fluctuating 
wheat markets have a tendency to unsettle 
the flour buyer and he is keeping close to 
the shore. 

The Williams Bros. Co., Kent, Ohio: 
Conditions of the flour market are un- 
changed from last week. The last jump 


- in prices has scared flour buyers to the 


woods as badly as ever. There seemed to be 
considerable activity just prior to the ad- 
vance, but it has all vanished. Receipts 
of wheat practically nothing. It is only 
a question of a short time until it will be 
a hard matter to get enough wheat tosup- 
ply wants. Some export inquiry, but no 
business at present prices. Some inquiry 
for feed at higher prices than last week. 

The Allen & Wheeler Co., Troy, Ohio: 
The same old story applies to the flour 
market; both domestic and export, very 
little of the former and none of the latter. 
Wheat crop continues fine prospectively, 
only the small spots in low places being 
injured by excessive rainfall. 


The Orrville Milling Co., Orrville, Ohio: 
Flour market is strong, prospects for trade 
better. More inquiries and sales look like 
more business, if speculation doesn’t inter- 
fere again. No export: we are too high for 
it. Wheat crop looks fine, never better 
conditions, all that could be desired ; plen- 
ty of moisture, perhaps a little too much. 


The Ansted & Burk Co., Springfield, 
Ohio: The recent advance in the markets 
has made more inquiry from domestic 
sources, and trade is improving. Our crop 
of wheat is all right, but it is growing too 
much. It has rained every day for some 
time in this section and wheat is getting 
very rank. What we need now is dry 
weather. Corn planting is getting very 
much behind on account of the rain. What 
has been planted is not doing well, on ac- 
count of the cold rains. 


NOTES 


William Doenselman’s flour mill at Cross 
Plains, Ind., was destroyed by fire on 
Sunday morning, May 14. The loss is es- 
timated at between $12,000 and $15,000. 

David Anderson, secretary Noblesville 
(Ind.) Milling Co., was a caller at this 
office Saturday. Mr. Anderson reports 
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business very quiet but the wheat crop in 
his locality is all that could be desired. 
The Star Elevator, located on the J. M. 

& I. tracks near Ray mond street, Indianap- 
olis, was wrecked by fire of unknown ori- 
gin on Wednesday. It wasa frame struc- 
ture owned by William H. Schrolucke and 
W. B. Wells and contained a large stock of 
corn and oats, which was ruined by fire 
and water. The loss was variously estimat- 
ed at from $8,000 to $10,000, much of which 
is covered by insurance. 


JOHN NICHOLSON. 


Toledo 


Special Correspondence 


A fair amount of business was consum- 
mated by millers here last week. With 
firm wheat markets, dealers were disposed 
to buy, but on depressions they held off; 
this applies to domestic trade. Foreign- 
ers were again bidding for deferred ship- 
ment and close to a working basis, but ad- 
vancing markets were not followed by 
them, and millers were not pressing offers 
for early shipment, as they have about 
enough contracted for until they. are as- 
sured that the movement of new wheat 
will be early. Chances are against early 
movement at present. 

Enough flour was sold to absorb the 
output, and dealers in every instance 
wanted quick shipment of all mill prod- 
ucts, indicating that stocks are small in 
dealers’ hands. 

The flour production was 10,700 bbls, 
against 10,000 the previous week, and 9,000 
a year ago. 

Millfeed isin much better request and an 
advance of 50c per ton was easily secured 
for all the mills had to offer. 

The wheat market was firm most of the 
week, with some reactions from the ex- 
treme advance. Cash wheat closed on 
Saturday at an advance of 1c for the 
week, with the supply here very limited, 
which restricted trade. Demand from 
small interior mills, however, was suffi- 
cient to absorb all that was offered. 

Speculation showed that more interest 
was being taken in the market, witha 
noticeable increase in the volume "of trade 
in futures. 

The new-crop futures are selling at too 
great a discount under prevailing prices 
for old wheat, while indications are that 
old wheat will bea scarce article before 
the new crop is available. 

The prospects of an early harvest have 
vanished. Every interior dealer says the 
crop in this section is no further advanced 
than it was a year ago. The crop is look- 
ing well, but the growth in the last three 
weeks has been hardly perceptible. The 
weather has been cool, with an abundance, 
if not too much, moisture. 

Wheat receipts were nine cars, against 
nine the previous week, and 74 for the 
corresponding week a year ago. The 
stock in public elevators, all grades, is 74,- 
000 bus, against 282,000 last year. 

The corn market is firm. Receipts still 
are light, but country- offerings are more 
free, indicating increased movement for 
the next ten days. There was fair domes- 
tic demand for kiln-dried and high grades 
for quick shipment, but very little of the 
best grades is to be had, owing to light 
stock in store. Planting of the new crop 
has been retarded by too much moisture, 
but will be completed this week if there 
is no further precipitation. Receipts were 
only 38 cars here last: week. 

Oats are moving freely from the interior, 
and find a good, brisk demand, with 
prices very steady. 

Toledo, May 22. 


Michigan 
Special Correspondence 


The mills of Detroit made a full run last 
week, grinding 12,000 bbls of flour, com- 
pared with the same quantity the week 
before and 11,400 last year. Millers report 
an active trade inalldirections. Local and 
state demand have been features, and 
there has been a good buying movement 
from the east. The latter, however, has 
not been an entirely satisfactory business 
and millers here believe there is some un- 
derselling going on. 

One miller states that the market is in 
the most unsettled condition seen in many 
years. There is a wild scramble for busi- 
ness and it appears to be a case of the sur- 
vival of the fittest. Competition is keen 
and little attention is paid to established 
rules in price-making. Some Manitoba 
flour was worked for export, but there 
were not foreign sales of Michigan flour or 
winter wheat flour of any kind. 

Much complaint is still heard of the de- 
moralized condition of the local trade ow- 
ing to low prices made for inferior spring 
wheat flour and mixtures of spring with 
Kansas flour. The latter is causing much 
trouble to the bakers. 

It appears that in making and handling 
the dough, the Kansas flour matures more 

quickly than the spring and must be han- 
died promptly. On the other hand, the 
spring wheat flour may be handled slow- 
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ly without sustaining any impairment. 
Hither by itself is all right, but blended 
they cause no end of trouble. When a 
sponge dough of spring wheat is used it 
is found that Kansas flour may be mixed 
in without harm after the sponge is made, 
but the two can riot be employed in a 
straight dough. 

The flour market is quoted firm, but 
there is not much change in the price of 
the winter product. 


NOTES 


A. cargo of Manitoba wheat is on its 
way here for David Stott and the same 
miller has just bought a lot of winter 
wheat in St. Louis. 

Agent De Grout of the Eagle Roller Mill 
Co., New Ulm, Minn., was in this city last 
week. He was formerly connected with 
the Hubbard Milling Co. of Mankato, 
Minn. 

Michigan has not yet joined the ranks 
of those setting up a howl about crop 
damage. There has been a little too much 
rain in some places, but the crop is still 
doing well. 

The Albion (Mich.) Milling Co. has filed 
articles of incorporation with a capital of 
$1,000, and the stock of the Muskegon 
Milling Co. has been increased from $75,- 
000 to $100,000. 

Hudson Milling Co., Hudson: ‘‘Wheat 
in this section is doing fine, never looked 
better, but is of small acreage. Demand 
for flour is not very brisk; feedstuffs are 
in good demand. We’ve been having too 
much, water; had quite a flood fora few 
days, and adam washed out at Medina, a 
few miles below us.’’ 

Walsh-De Roo Milling Co., Holland: 
‘*We have had an abundance of rain the 
past week; in fact, a little too much for the 
general farm operations. Recent wet 
weather Will doubtless mature the wheat 
crop in good shape. There is no damage 
reported from fly in this vicinity. The 
demand for feed is very good; in fact, be- 
yond our ability to supply. Flour trade 
remains dull, buyers holding off jand hop- 
ing to buy later at a lower price.’ 


Detroit, May 22. JOHN BARR. 


New Orleans 


Special Correspondence 


There was a decided improvement in the 
flour market for first-class, fresh-ground 
flour this week, as consumers are finding 
that the stocks they have on hand in many 
instances are working unsatisfactorily now 
that the warm weather has arrived, and 
they were in the market all the week for 
fresh-ground flour. 

The stock of old flour continues heavy 
and quotations for these goods are irregu- 
lar and hard to get at. Prices range all 
the way from $2.50 to $4.20 in cotton. One 
sale of a fair lot was reported made at $3.90 
of a good soft wheat straight in wood. 

Northwestern mills were asking $5.40@ 
5.60 for patents ‘in cotton on Friday for 
May shipment. Kansas mills are quoting 
patents all the way from $4.90 to $5.35 in 
cotton. The extreme price is for flours fa- 
vorably known. 

Soft wheat flour continues dull, with 
little or no demand. The country is 
stocked and will not be wanting much be- 
fore the new crop. 

Quotations today range as follows, per 
bb! of 196 lbs in 98-lb cotton and 140-lb 





bags: 

Hard spring patents..... ...........6. $5.35@5.55 
OOOO DENOTE 6.550 c ccc tse seneseneee 4.90@5.10 
CN Sen eas cg ches sed aeedvaasans Not wanted 

Hard winter patents................... 4.80@5.30 
can ccndna os bo 460 e0¥ dune. cece 4.40@4.60 
CHM castes Gan b TC pks Ac'ak os abue gabe 3.60@4.00 

Soft winter RE ay sececesesss GED 
pO Ee a ere $70@5.00 


MOOG cous ae cissssipns vid vor.ctee es s-a eas ORS 

Feedstuffs continue slow, with only a 
moderate demand. Quotations are strong- 
er with offerings light. They are as 
follows: Illinois and Missouri soft wheat 
bran, 100-lb sacks, 84(@85c; in 175-lb sacks, 
83@84c; hard wheat bran, 81(@82c in 100-lb 
sacks; mixed bran, 79@81c. 

Oats are in good demand, with quota- 
tions steady at last week’s close. Stocks 
on hand are light but are ample for re- 
quirements. Today’s quotations follow: 
No. 2 mixed, 3414 5(@348 (ec; No. 3 mixed, 34 
(@3414¢; No. 2 “white, 35!4@36c; No. 3 
white, 3514 @35\4c. 

Corn isin fair demand, with prices show- 
ing a gain of 1@1gc over last week’s close. 
Stocks on hand are light, with little or no 
receipts. Brokers are asking 56@56!sc for 
mixed; 57@58c for yellow and 57@57!¢c 
for white. 

H. T. LAWLER, JR. 

New Orleans, May 20. 





C. I. Gross, local manager Dwight M. 
Baldwin, Jr., Moorhead, Minn: We have 
had bright, warm weather in the last week 
and the crop outlook is very bright. 
Water is drying up on low lands and the 
damage from heavy rains will not be over 
five per cent. Movement of wagon wheat 
is increasing a little; farmers are endeav- 
oring to take advantage of present high 
prices. 
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Save for an occasional rift in the clouds, 
the sky of the flour trade is overcast and 
presents a general appearance of gray. 
The bright spots represent reports, from a 
few sellers, of fair transactions this past 
week, but these reports are isolated. The 
features of the week were slightly better 
wheat supplies obtainable only at firm 
prices, unchanged offal market, somewhat 
better interest in export, and a general 
firming up of mill quotations on flour. 

Wheat was in better supply here. In 
Kansas, while there appears not to be 
much wheat left, there were rather good 
offerings to millers last week at the basis 
of the Kansas City market. Receipts here 
were double those of the week before. 

Domestic buyers are taking flour for 
present needs only. A little later on they 
may be in for taking old ‘wheat flour to 
carry them over into the new crop, but 
just now they show little interest in that 
kind of trade. A few fairly good sales of 
round lots of straight were passed for do- 
mestic account at close prices. Generally 
domestic prices were advanced about 10c 
for the week. 

Kansas mills are not free sellers of pat- 
ents and straights. Those that hold wheat 
have it at high prices and can not afford 
to sell the product cheaply; while those 
that hold none are figuring on a shortage 
before new wheat arives, and are planning 
to jog along for a while and then rest un- 
til new-crop business. 

No export business was reported for 
United Kingdom markets during the week, 
but small sales to the Continent—Scandi- 
navia mostly—were heard of. Cabling for 
forward shipment was moderately active 
but resulted in no business. 

Feed is in moderate demand and prices 
are held firm on account of the light offer- 
ings. 

Mills in Kansas are averaging about 
half time. For every one that is running 
night and day there is another shut down, 
and those running full time are in but 
few instances running a light feed. 

The flour output of mills at Kansas 
City for the week was 34,200 bbls, com- 
pared with 30,500 the week previous, and 
19,000 a year ago. 

THE KANSAS CITY CONVENTION 

Reports from every section indicate a 
record-breaking attendance at the Kansas 
City Mass Convention of the Federation. 
Many special parties to come from several 
parts of the country by special car or spe- 
cial train are being arranged for. The 
reservations of rooms at the various hotels 
also indicate that the attendance from 
everywhere will be large. The southwest 
will, it is anticipated, turn out en masse. 
Kansas and Oklahoma millers rarely miss 
a chance to attend a meeting where they 
can learn more of their business and of 
their fellows, and the merchant millers of 
the two states will be here to assist the 
millers of Kansas City in giving welcome 
to guests from elsewhere. 

Secretary Jamme has the business pro- 
gramme practically completed. The menu 
for the day meetings will be of keen inter- 
est and promises to bring up many sub- 
jects for discussion that will be well worth 
the time of those who come purely for the 
business side of a convention. In the case 
of every subject proposed for discussion, 
introduction will be made by a paper or 
address from someone of recognized au- 
thority. Official announcement of the 
programme will be made later. 

The entertainment features are being ar- 


ranged by the local committee, which feels 
secure in saying that those who come will 
have a chance to enjoy themselves after 
the day’s work is done. The evening pro- 
gramme will take the form of those at pre- 
vious conventions at Detroit and Niagara 
Falls. 

A great number of reservations have 
been made for the ‘‘trip through the wheat 
fields.”’ The books on this were closed to- 
day. So far as possible Mr. Roos, who has 
the trip directly in charge, is planning to 
arrange for those who come late and who 
decide late that they want to ‘‘go with the 
crowd.’’ Just how elastic these arrange- 
ments may be, can not be known. A good 
many who will want to go later will, 
doubtless, have to be disappointed; but in 
every case the best possible arrangements 
will be made. In no case, however, will 
the train be over-crowded. 

Mr. Roos, Mr. Hunt and the writer, of 
the Committee of Arrangements, visited 
the ‘‘101 Ranch’”’ in Oklahoma, last week, 
to acquaint themselves with the local ar- 
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others. The wheat is consequently some- 
what backward. Through central Kansas 
some of it appears to be arather thin 
stand and the plant is short. Many fields 
look ‘‘skinny,’’ if the word may fitly be 
used to describe wheat; they lack the ap- 
pearance of sturdy growth that should be 
present in wheat just about to head. 
Some fields also present an appearance of 
unevenness in the growth. 

The past week has, however, brought 
good rains to a large part of the area most: 
in need of it, and it is not improbable 
that these fields will show surprising im- 
provement now that moisture has been 

rovided. Most fields through central 

ansas are, indisputably, in most promis- 
ing condition, and, on present form, with 
favorable conditions, should make a full 
yield. Estimates on yield and on the total 
probable crop of the state are at hand in 
any quantity and one may select his guess- 
ing number at any place he wishes be- 
60 and 105 million bushels. That such 
estimates are vastly premature goes with- 
out saying. 

Summarized, the situation appears to be 
that a good part of the acreage is ata 
turning point. With good conditions, 
moisture and succeeding warm weather, 
the stand is sufficient to produce some- 
thing like a bumper crop. Bad weather 
conditions would result in a lessening of 
this toa degree corresponding with the 
badness of the weather. 

The crop in Oklahoma is practically 
made. Soft wheat harvest will be under 
way in two weeks and hard wheat cutting 
will follow at once. The total crop will be 
reduced in accordance with the reduction 
in the acreage occasioned by dry weather 
at seeding time and the drouth of late 
autumn and early winter. On the stand- 
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One of the many little parks scattered about the convention city. in connection 
with the chain of larger parks and the boulevard system 


rangements there. For the benefit of doubt- 
ing ones they want to announce that they 
saw a herd of more than thirty-five buffa- 
loes,the cowboys,the bronchos, the Indians, 
and all the other features of bye-gone 
days in the southwest that are promised 
for the ‘‘buffalo hunt’’ which is to be a 
part of the excursion of millers. The lat- 
ter, along with the members of the Nation- 
al Editorial Association, will be guests of 
Miller Bros., proprietors of the ranch, for 
the day. 

A special grand stand has been provided 
and barbecued buffalo is promised as a 
part of the menu, and will be delivered as 
per programme. Eighteen cars of lumber 
are to be used in building seats for the 
great crowds expected to be present at 
the show. The arena isa field of thirty- 
four acres and the tiers of seats will ex- 
tend almost around it. 

The proprietors of the ranch give the 
show for their guests and for all who care 
to come; no admission is charged to any- 
one further than a nominal charge for 
seats in the stands, estimated to cover the 
cost of building them. 


SOUTHWESTERN WHEAT CONDITION 


There is the greatest possible variation 
in reports regarding the condition of 
wheat in Kansas and Oklahoma. What 
part of the variation is due to difference 
in condition in the several sections, and 
what part to divergent views of the ob- 
servers is not easy to determine. 

On the whole, it seems possible that the 
mark of condition was set rather too high, 
and that the present reports represent 
more a readjustment to fit actual condi- 
tions than any deterioration in the actual 
condition of the wheat. It is certain, 
however, that the wheat has not made the 
best progress in the past week or ten days. 
Absence of rains has been responsible for 
this in some sections and cool weather in 


ing acreage there will be a good yield in 
most parts of the territory. There are 
complaints of rust, but these have not as- 
sumed any great importance so far. Ac- 
cepted estimates indicate about a two- 
thirds crop in Oklahoma. 


OKLAHOMA MILLERS’ MEETING 


The Oklahoma & Indian Territory Mill- 
ers’ Association held its annual meeting 
at Enid, Okla., Wednesday of last week. 
The Oklahoma Grain Dealers’ Association 
meets on the following day, and the two 
days were in the nature of an annual re- 
union of the milling and grain trade of 
the territories. 

The climax of the affair was a dinner 
Wednesday night, attended by 250 guests. 
Officers elected by the millers’ association 
were: J. E Ruth, president; W. M. 
Grant, vice-president; D. L. Larsh, treas- 
urer; C. V. Topping, secretary. Mr. Ruth 
is manager of the Oklahoma Mill Co., 
Kingfisher, and has long been an active 
spirit among Oklahoma millers. Mr. Top- 
ping has been secretary of the association 
almost since its organization. 

The grain dealers’ association elected: 
George A. Masters, president; O. W. 
Hutchinson, vice-president; C. F. Prouty, 
secretary and treasurer. Oklahoma City 
was decided upon as the place of the next 
annual meeting. 


F. O. M. A. CONVENTION 


Members of the Fraternity of Operative 
Millers of America will gather in Kansas 
City this week for their regular annual 
meeting. A large attendance of head 
millers, with many millowners, is expect- 
ed for the four days’ session. The head- 
quarters will be at the Coates House and 
the meetings will be held in the club 
rooms of the hotel, the same quarters in 
which the Fraternity held its annual 
meeting five years ago. 
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The local committee has arranged many 
pleasant entertainment features of the 
evenings during the convention. Included ° 
in the list is an entertainment in the 
rooms of the Railroad Club Wednesday 
night, a trolley ride about town Thursday 
afternoon and asmoker and musicale on 
the same evening. 

Friday evening the visitors will spend 
at Forest Park, where the regular enter- 
tainment bill will be varied by special] 
stunts arranged by the committee. Fyj- 
day afternoon all the millers will go by 
special train out to the new west side mi|j- 
> gaia and go through the new Bulte 
mill. : 

The secretary of the Fraternity has not 
yet made announcement of the business 
programme. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


Charles L. Roos spent the latter part of 
the week in Chicago. 

M. E. Roselle, Nashville, Tenn., repre- 
sentative of the Wolf Co., was among last 
week’s callers. 

Henry F. Toevs of the Eagle Milling Co., 
Newton, Kansas, left last week for ten 
days in Arizona and New Mexico. 


The building for the new Red Star mill 
at Wichita has progressed to the third 
story. The building is of frame construc- 
tion with elevator and warehouse adjoin- 
ing. 

The Bowersock Milling Co., Lawrence, 
Kansas, has let the contract for equipment 
to the Allis-Chalmers Co. The order cal!s 
for the entire equipment fora 500-bb] mil!. 
Work on the building is in progress. 

Work has begun on the removal of the 
mill of the Caldwell (Kansas) Milling Co. 
to a new site not far removed from the 
present one. The mill has long been on 
property needed by the railway for yard 
purposes, and removal to a more conveni- 
ent site became imperative. 

D. W. Hills, assistant manager of the 
Pond Creek (Okla.) Mill & Elevator Co., 
has sold his interest in the concern to \\. 
H. Kinney of Hutchinson, Kansas, already 
a large stockholder. Mr. Hills retires per 
manently from milling and will probably 
make his home at Salina, Kansas. 

A considerable number of Kansas City 
grain men attended the convention of Ok- 
lahoma millers and grain dealers at Enid 
last week. Most of them brought back 
rather discouraging tales of the crop pros 
pect in Oklahoma and some of them are 
hazarding estimates in bushels on a short 
crop in Oklahoma. 

George M. Randall of the Lyons (Kan 
sas) Milling Co. writes regarding wheat: 
“It commenced raining this morning 
about seven o’clock and we are now ge! 
ting a good soaking rain, While I do not 
believe the state generally is suffering, 
there isa little area around Lyons that 
needed rain very badly. At Wichita night 
before last they had a magnificent rain.” 

T. J. Holdridge of the Pond Creek 
(Okla.) Mill & Elevator Co., who was here 
last week, says that the new Kingman mil! 
being built by the new company in which 
he is associated, will be housed in the fines! 
mill building recently built in Kansas. 
The building is of solid Coffeyville bricks, 
four full stories and texas, pilastered to 
the eaves, and with double windows al! 
the way around. The new mill will have 
a capacity of 500 bbls and will be in opera 
tion about Aug. 1. 

H. S. Bozeman, representing the Ele 
tric Catalytic Air Co., Wichita, Kansas, 
and Guthrie, Okla., was a caller last week. 
Mr. Bozeman formerly milled in Mexico 
and has recently been engaged in milling 
in the southwest. The company he repre 
sents has recently secured several impo! 
tant orders for the Williams bleaching «: 
vice from well-known mills. The Williams 
device is now perfected and has established 
its position as one of the properly proven 
bleaching machines. 

The building for the new plant of th: 
Cooper Milling Co., Lyons, Kansas, 1s 
nearly completed and work on the installa 
tion of, the machinery is progressing rap 
idly. “The mill building is frame with 
oiled shingle covering and the power house 
of cement blocks, isolated from the mil! 
building. No elevator is being built in 
connection with the mill; the company 
has a handling house near by and line o! 
country houses in the neighborhood, whic! 
will be used for mill storage. The mil! 
equipment is of Allis-Chalmers make. 


That United Kingdom importers are 
looking for a revival intrade in Americal 
flour this year is evidenced by the unusua: 
number of letters being received here seek 
ing connection with Kansas mills. Almos' 
every house in British markets not already 
satisfactorily connected with Kansas mill: 
is seeking to take up with mill correspond 
ents, and all inquiries express belief in « 
revival of business. This office is recelv- 
ing an unusual number of inquiries, anc 
almost every well-known mill has dail) 
letters and cables from almost forgotten 
connections looking to business on the new 
crop. 

R. E. STERLING. 
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MR. HILL ON GOVERNMENT REG- 
ULATION OF RAILWAY RATES 


(Continued from page 454.) 


call it a fine for coming to New York. 
That is acent and eight mills, or more 
than it has cost to bring it from Duluth 
to Buffalo. 

There is something that would be well 
worthy the attention of the interstate 
commerce commission. 

Senator Foraker: Is that the rate from 
Buffalo to Harlem? 

Mr. Hill: No, sir. It is an arbitrary 
when it comes to Harlem. 

Senator Cullom: On what ground was 
that arbitrary established there? 

Mr. Hill: I could never find out. It is 
a terminal charge. 
= The Chairman: I have always supposed 
it was for the expense to the railroad of 
vetting into the city. 

Mr. Hill: Why not have a terminal 
‘harge at Chicago? There is terminal serv- 
ice there. 

Senator Foraker: Chicago is a young 
city and has not got its growth. 

Mr. Hill: Iwill not undertake to ex- 
plain it, and never could. 

Senator Cullom: It is established at 
Harlem river. 

Mr. Hill: What happens below Harlem 
river? All of you ride on railways that 
are kept busy running a great number of 
passenger trains. You always find the 
‘reight train is sidetracked to let the pas- 
senger train get by. That delay of freight 
‘rains in waiting for passenger trains to 
pass isan enormous addition to the ex- 

nse of running freight trains. If a rail- 
oad could be built from Buffalo to New 
York, with two or four tracks, and not be 

mpelled to carry passengers at all, it 
ould afford to make a rate that would 
irprise you, and there would not be any 
ccasion for spending that $101,000,000 on 
ie Erie canal. 
PROTECTION OF LIFE 

The interstate commerce commission 
and congress have undertaken to legislate 
probably as to the appliances, as to the 
orm of coupler, air brakes, etc. They 
might goa little further, I think, with 
creat advantage. Any legislation that 
would protect the lives of people travelling 
on railways would certainly be useful. 
Ninety per cent or more of ali the railway 
accidents are due to non-observance of the 
rules that are made as the result of expe- 
rience and made for the preservation of 
the lives of people travelling by trains. 
investigation that got at all the facts 
would show that the most of those acci- 
dents are caused by open violation of the 
rules. There are a great many good men, 
excellent men, employed on the railways. 
The public knows about most of the acci- 
dents, but it knows very little about the 
arrow escapes, and they are much more 
frequent than are the accidents. A _ pilot 
or an engineer on the smallest steamer on 
the smallest river must get a license; he 
must maintain his character as an intelli- 
vent man. That vessel has good sea room, 
but has not the speed, so the conditions 


are not so dangerous. The man hauling . 


you 50 or 60 miles an hour has no responsi- 
bility, except that his employer can dis- 
charge him. I never heard of any other 
responsibility. 

1 think a great majority of the conduct- 
ors and engineers hauling passenger trains 
through the country are men of high 
character and try to do their best. But 
occasionally you will find, if you observe 
from the rear end when another train 
passes on the main track that the man 
with the lantern, in place of going back 15, 
20, or 25 telegraph poles, will loiter with 
his lantern, only going back about two 
telegraph poles, expecting his train to start 
on in a minute or two, and then he will not 
have to run to catchup. Approaching sta- 
tions without the engineer having his train 
under proper control, and the ambition of 
the public to make time, all these things 
are what cause so many accidents in our 
country as compared with other countries. 
lhere is no law in force to keep people 
from taking the chances and getting in 
the way of great danger. An old woman 
with a crutch under one arm and a little 
flag can anywhere in Europe stop the king 
on his own highway at a railroad cross- 
ing. But in this country a boy ten years 
oid would tell a railroad watchman to go 
to the devil, if he was impolite, if the 
watchman undertook to stop the boy from 
crossing the track when a train was com- 
lug and in sight. We court danger. 

ATTACKS UPON RAILROADS 

hile the railways of the country are 
next in value to the agricultural land of 
the country, is there any other property 
that has to fight so hard its life as rail- 
road property? A man may steal from the 
railroad company and it is an awful hard 
thing to convict him. We have had a case 
in the state of Minnesota where we caught 
men in the car breaking open boxes of 
Other people’s goods, and we turned those 
men over to the prosecuting attorney of 
the county, but he let them go, saying 
that they had no money there to prosecute 
railroad cases. 





JUSTICE FOR RAILWAYS 


Under these circumstances what do we 
pay taxes for? We pay the state of Minne- 
sota $600,000 to $700,000 a year in taxes. 
We have not contaminated the air. We 
have not deprived them of any highway or 
byway they had before the railroad was 
built. We have not destroyed the water. 
We have given them better and cheaper 
facilities for communication than they 
had before. They have not put a cent of 
their money into it. Is there any reason 
why we should get a different measure of 
justice from any other class of property 
owners? It comes home to us. We feel 
that we are sort of outlaws. 

EXPORT TRADE 

Then we have the question of foreign 
commerce, and it is a leading one. We 
think that, asa nation, we are doing a 
great deal. 

I was very much struck by an article I 
found in the Booklovers’ Magazine, pre- 
pared by a man in the treasury depart- 
ment here. I shall not inflict a long arti- 
cle upon you, but I should like to read 
some of the points he has made: 

‘*The federal publications show that the 
United States is credited with only 4.66 
per cent of the great import trade of Asia 
—a continent that buys more merchandise 
abroad in a year than America does. The 
official account further reveals that South 
America buys as much merchandise 
abroad in one year as we sell that Conti- 
nent in eight. These telltale figures find 
no place in the — reviews and decla- 
mations of the hour. 

‘Statesmen, economists, editors and 
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to about ‘a quarter of a billion dollars in 
value per annum. 

‘We have been blind to alluring opportu- 
nity. Official returns show that “ihe we 
have been maintaining the political gospel 
that safeguards the autonomy of the Re- 
publics south of the Isthmus, Europe has 
secured their trade, and that while, with 
impressive dignity, we have held open the 
trade door of Asia, the cargoes of our 
competitors have been pouring through. 
Even our own colonial islands in the Pa- 
cific are being exploited by our trade ri- 
vals.”’ 

He givesa graphic statement showing 
the proportions, the black being the pro- 
portion of the United States commerce as 
compared with that of other countries. 
Again, he graphically says: 

‘*We have already seen that Asia credits 
us with only 4.66 per cent of its imports. 
Oceania, which buys more manufactures 
than we sell to the Old World, gets only 
11.95 per cent of its total imports from us. 
South America credits us with 12.55 per 
cent. Such is the wide record of our de- 
feat, even when we include our exports of 
agricultural products. Asia, Oceania and 
South America in 1902 imported $1,642,- 
708,000 worth of merchandise. That is 
$155,000,000 more than the gross value of 
our foreign sales in all lands in the great- 
est export year in our history. Beginning 
with the year 1897, and adding up the 
value of all our exports to South America 
for eight years—peculiarly prosperous ones 
at home—the grand total is found to be 
$33,000,000 less than that Continent buys 
in a single year abroad. Our total export 
trade with South America, which has 
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magazine contributors—equipped to trans- 
late the tabulated details of our commer- 
cia] defeat in South America, Oceania, and 
Asia into the language of the people—have 
loyally refused to capitulate to the facts. 

*‘Our total exports of merchandise to all 
South Ameri@a, Oceania and Asia com- 
bined brought, in 1904,a per capita return 
to the people of the United States of less 
than 15¢c a month. 

‘‘Summed up in a sentence, the situation 
with which we are now face to face is the 
rapid increase in our exports of agricul- 
tural products and the failure of our man- 
ufactured exports to fill the resulting 

ap. 
itherto we have had a surplus of farm 
products to sell. The nations have gladly 
sent their ships here to secure our agricul- 
tural supplies. Ninety-seven per cent of 
these cargoes has gone across the seas on 
foreign vessels. Today our exports of 
agricultural products are decreasing at an 
enormous rate. The value shipped abroad 
in 1904 was nearly one hundred millions 
less than it was in 1901. We have reached 
aturning point in our commercial his- 
tory. Our enormous and increasing home 
consumption is leaving a constantly dwin- 
dling surplus of farm products for export. 

‘*We shipped abroad, in fact, more bread- 
stuffs a quarter of a century ago than we 
did in 1904. America withheld from “ex- 

ort in the past year over half a billion 
ond 4 of wheat. 

‘It was the greatest amount ever kept in 
this country. It was not enough. To keep 
our mills grinding we had to import wheat 
from Canada. In the year 1880 we not only 
exported a hundred million more bushels 
of wheat than we did in the past year, but 
we also shipped abroad then almost double 
she quantity of corn we do today. 

‘‘Our importation of articles of food and 
animals, not to mention agricultural raw 
materials for our factories, now amounts 





been the theme of much American optim- 
ism, has brought during these’ eight 
years an average annual per capita reve- 
nue of less than 50c to the people of the 
United States. 

‘*The record becomes more humiliating 
when we consider the exports of manufac- 
tures to individual countries. Our trade 
with China has been greatly exaggerated. 
Our open-door policy has not contributed 
to the sale of our general manufactures in 
that Empire. For many years China has 
been buying two articles from us—uncol- 
ored cotton cloth and mineral oil. Our 
other exports of manufactures to China 
are not only insignificant, but up to the 
outbreak of the war had declined steadily 
since 1899. Aside from oil and cotton cloth, 
our total export of factory goods to China 
has brought to the American people a per 
capita revenue of a trifle over two cents a 
year. Yet China is a great importer of 
general manufactures from other coun- 
tries, and is buying bigger cargoes every 
year. 

‘*The plain facts regarding our trade with 
Japan run so counter to popular fancy 
that they have been totally unwelcome. 
There is a widespread delusion that the 
rise of Japan has meant the beginning of 
American trade ascendency in the Orient. 
But official records show that our exports 
of manufactures to Japan were rapidly de- 
clining up to the outbreak of the war. In 
1903 the value of all our manufactures sold 
to Japan was $4,000,000 less than it was at 
the opening of the twentieth century, and 
more than half of our small returns from 
Japan was for mineral oil. 

‘“‘At the same time there was also a 
marked decline in Japan’s imports from 
Europe. Meanwhile the imports into that 
Empire from Asia were vastly increasing, 
the bulk of the huge volume of incoming 
cargoes from the Asiatic continent being 
raw material for the manufacturing estab- 
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lishments of Japan. This marked trans- 
formation in the character of the com- 
merce of new Japan may well challenge 
serious attention. Japan makes no secret 
of its aspiration to commercial supremacy 
in Asia and throughout the circuit of west- 
ern and Far Eastern islands. It is rapidly 
becoming the Great Britain of the Pacific, 
and is seizing the vast opportunity Amer- 
ica has missed.’’ 


FAIR PLAY REQUIRED 


The foreign commerce of our country 
and a portion of the domestic commerce 
must be considered. Take, for instance, 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, mainly 
built by government subsidies, not only 
of land, but enormous subsidies in cash. 
We must meet their competition, and we 
can. But when they are not subject to the 
conditions imposed by the interstate com- 
merce law, how shall we meet their com- 
petition? There is the condition that 
threatens the United States. 


LABOR COST 


When it comes to an article into the cost 
of which labor enters to a large extent in 
these Oriental countries, Germany espe-'‘ 
cially is forging to the front very rapidly, 
and beats us entirely. But this country 
has the advantage in raw ‘material, our 
rich iron ores, and close proximity to the 
lakes, as well as low cost of transporta- 
tion. So that a transportation problem 
that would be considered impossible to 
solve in Kurope we can solve with great 
ease. 

It is a curious thiug that transportation, 
into the cost of which enter so much labor 
and material that is created by labor, is 
the one article that is furnished to the 
public at a price that is so much lower 
than that of any other country that there 
is no comparison. In the production of 
iron and steel, owing to our natural re- 
sources, we can compete successfully with 
most of them. Occasionally Belgium, 
owing to very low rates of labor, comes in 
and makesa rate that it is difficult for our 
people to meet. But we meet them in the 
Orient with nails and steel. Raw cotton 
is easy, and manufactured cotton started 
in a small way about 1897, and that has 
increased. American cotton and Ameri- 
can cotton cloth are better than the Orient- 
als can buy anywhere else and contain less 
foreign substances. They like them bet- 
ter and pay more for them. 


RAILWAYS SHOULD MAKE THE RATE 


If it were not for the fact that we work 
every source, that we try to bring together 
all the forces that we can control for the 
purpose of finding a load to the Pacific 
coast, or if it were not for the fact that we 
have a carload of lumber waiting to be 
loaded and put on the train at one termi- 
nal and taken to the other terminal and 
unloaded—if it were not for that we could 
not make any such rate, we could not be- 
gin to make the rate. You might say that 
we are discriminating in making that 
rate, but if we did not get that car out 
there and get a carload of lumber to move 
east, we could not make the rate. The 
whole country is much better if we have 
the traffic increased than it would be if 
the traffic were retarded—much better. 

It will come back to this—and I am as 
confident of it as that I stand before you 
—that if you allow the railroad company, 
under the closest scrutiny of an intelligent 
interstate commerce commission, to make 
the rate, and if they transgress in making 
the rate too high, take them promptly to 
the court, and if you can not prove that it 
is too high, they have not sinned very far. 
But if it is too high, punish them quick- 
ly and summarily; fine them or do any- 
thing you like with them. But leave the 
rate-making power with them, and subject 
to review by an intelligent court that can 
judge of all the facts, because if you at- 
tempt to put it in the hands of a commis- 
sion or take it away from the railroads, 
that moment you have driven every rail- 
road in the country into a position to 
maintain the highest rate it can get. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


The Chairman: Now, Mr. Hill, the con- 
ditions being as you have stated, that the 
trunk lines exist, and that there probably 
will not be any more trunk lines built, 
would it not be good policy for the devel- 
opment of the country, and in the interest 
of the public, to encourage branch and 
lateral lines connecting with the great 
trunk lines? 

Mr. Hill: The trouble is that a trunk 
line is ike a river, and branches are like 
the little streams. If the river is overflow- 
ing its banks, I don’t know any other way 
to help it than to deepen the channel, to 
lath and plaster the bottom, or something 
of that kind. 

The Chairman: What do you mean— 
make more tracks? 

Mr. Hill: Yes; and more terminals. 
The great difficulty today is that people 
think of forcing a railway company into 
a position where it can only use its equip- 
ment for two hours out of twenty-four, 
and where it has to pay all its bills and 
get a fair return on its investment out of 
that two hours. 
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PROBABLE RATE REDUCTION 


The Chairman: You have said that 
there has been a reduction, in the last 
thirty years, from about two cents per ton 
per mile on freight rates to about 7.6 mills, 
to be accurate? 

Mr. Hill: Yes. 

The Chairman: That is done under nat- 
ural forces governing transportation, rail- 
roading and business conditions. Now, 
what do you think will be the probable re- 
duction in case that same rate is kept up 
for the next thirty years? 

Mr. Hill: Give the railroads a square 
deal and allow them a fair return upon 
their investment, and compel them to do 
the work that they can do and that they 
are designed to do, for what they can af- 
ford to do it, returning to themselves a 
fair income, and I think that the 7.6 mills 
rate would be reduced. It seems wild to 
say so, but I think it will be reduced to 
about a half a cent per ton per mile. That 
is the railroad rate in the United States. 
That would mean that some of the coarser 
products would be carried at, say, two 
mills, and two mills would ruin a canal. 

THE ORIENTAL FLOUR INCIDENT 

The Chairman: You stated a while ago 
that the changes of conditions that com- 
pel a change of rates are often so sudden 
that you have to act over night, as it were. 

Mr. Hill: In an hour. 

The Chairman: It is your judgment, 
that being the case and being generally 
the case, that the railroads ought to have 
the right to meet that question immedi- 
ately rather than go before a commission 
and possibly into court in order to ascer- 
tain whether they could; and if they did 
go to the commission or to the court time 
would be consumed and the opportunity 
for getting the freight would pass? 

Mr. Hill: Assuredly. If you take them 
to court you are taking them on the as- 
sumption that they have committed an of- 
fense. 

The Chairman: 
high? 

Mr. Hill: Yes; that the rate was too 
high. If you have to apply to the com- 
mission it comes back to where we were 
fifteen months ago when the interstate 
commerce commission said: ‘*‘You must 
publish your Oriental rates and file them 
with us in Washington.’’ We felt that we 
were carrying these commodities at a low 
rate, and that it was a matter of indiffer- 
ence to us whether we carried them or not, 
so far as the money was concerned. But 
it was helping our section of the country, 
and we liked to do it. They say, ‘‘File 
your rates;’’ we say, ‘‘We withdraw our 
rates.’’ We do not make any, because it 
would be idiotic to have our agents sit in 
Hongkong, Shanghai, or Yokohama, and 
when somebody came in and asked fora 
rate on flour or 10,000 or 15,000 bales of 
cotton goods from some point in the south 
to Yokohama, if you please, and to have 
our agent say: ‘‘I will give you an an- 
swer in two weeks from tomorrow; I will 
have to cable to St. Paul or to Chicago, 
and they will have to find the rate and file 
it in Washington with the interstate com- 

merce commission, and then they will 
notify me, and you come and see me 
then.’’ He goes to the representative of 
the German or English shippers, and they 
quote the rate laid down, and give it to 
him today. We simply withdrew the rate. 
We do not make any on the commodities 
we were making them upon at that time. 
JAPAN WANTS OUR FLOUR 

Japan wants to use American flour in 
the place of rice, because they find that 
the disease of beriberi, a sort of dropsical 
swelling of the limbs, is largely due to the 
excessive use of rice. So the Japanese tell 
me. The great difficulty with them is 
how to pay us for everything they get. 
Just now they can borrow the money from 
us and pay us. But that is not the usual 
way. Our traffic with those people has in- 
creased enormously, although it is limited 
almost to the natural productions or arti- 
cles upon which there is very little labor 
spent. 


That the rate was too 


TERMINAL CHARGES 

The Chairman: Now, you spoke of ter- 
minal charges. Could congress do any- 
thing in the way of making the terminal 
charges part of the through rate instead 
of having them, as you say, all come right 
at the end of the line below the Harlem 
river on that side; and we will say Jersey 
City on the other side? " 

Mr. Hill: Congress has conferred through 
the existing law an abundance of power 
upon the interstate commerce commission 
whereby it can take up the question of 
any part of the charge and test its reason- 
ableness, and if it is reasonable or unrea- 
sonable it is a fact that can be proven or 
disproven, and it can then take it before 
the court. And if you can show that for 
no service rendered except to manipulate 
it below the Harlem river it is worth 
more for a bushel of wheat to Jand than it 
is to bring that bushel of wheat from Chi- 
cago, including the Chicago terminals, to 
Buffalo, or from Duluth a thousand miles, 
the court will say that it is a fair charge. 
But I think you would have great difficul- 
ty in satisfying the court that it was worth 
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more to float it"below the Harlem river 
than it wasto bring it a thousand miles. 

The Chairman: Then you think the in- 
terstate commerce commission, under ex- 
isting law, can inquire into these termin- 
al charges right now? 

Mr. Hill: Why, certainly, sir; and it is 
&@ wonder that they have not. 

TheChairman: How has that escaped 
attention? 

Mr. Hill: Because they are busy. 

The Chairman: Who is busy? 

Mr. Hill: The interstate commerce 
commission. They are busy seeing if they 
can not get the right to make rates and to 
become the five most powerful individuals 
on the face of the earth. 


REGULATING EXPORT RATES 


Senator Foraker: The Cullom Act as it 
was originally passed, and as it still 
stands, applies in all its provisions to the 
transportation of freight originating in 
the United States and going to foreign . 
countries. 

Mr. Hill: Yes, sir. 

Senator Foraker: I understood you to 
say this morning, in giving us your own 
experience, that you started out to build 
up a foreign trade, and then abandoned 
the idea, for some reason or other. The 
reason, so far as I gathered any, from your 
statement, was that the interstate com- 
merce commissioners, proceeding under 
that act, required you to publish your 
rates, and to state in that publication 
how much of the through rate from St. 
Paul, or wherever your freight originated, 
to Yokohama, was railroad rate, and how 
much of it was ocean rate. Now, I wish 








not make it, because it would put our 
representatives in a sorry position over in 
those places to say, ‘‘Why, we can cable 
and get a rate,’’ when everybody else on 
the ground is ready to make it from day 
to day. You see the disadvantage we 
would be at if, after we had made the rate, 
we could not change it for ten days or two 
weeks. We could not do anything to 
change the rate, while the other people 
would be making their arrangements and 
have the stuff under way. Under these 
conditions we can not build up American 
foreign trade. 

Senator Foraker: You appealed to the 
commissioners not to require you to pub- 
lish these rates, did you? 

Mr. Hill: Yes, sir. 

Senator Foraker: And they held that 
they had no discretion under the act? 

Mr. Hill: I think so; that is my recol- 
lection. 

Senator Foraker: The act specifically 
provides, in sections 5 and 6, that they 
shall require, in cases of joint rates, ‘‘a 
publication of the same in so far as may 
in the judgment of the commissioners be 
desmnel practicable, and said commission 
shall from time to time prescribe the 
measure of publicity which shall be given 
to such rates, fares, and charges, or to 
such part of them as it may deem it prac- 
ticable for such common carriers to pub- 
lish, and tbe places in which they shall be 
published.’’ This was a case of joint rates 
over a continuous line, a part of which 
line was water transportation, however? 

Mr. Hill: Yes; but when we get to the 
water we use any ship that is sailing to 
take the proportion. 
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you would tell us a little more fully in re- 
gard to that, what your experience was. 

Mr. Hill: Yes, sir; exactly. A year ago 
last winter there was a plentiful crop of 
wheat in the northwest and all along our 
lines. We made a reduction on wheat 
rates of 10 per cent locally. We found that 
in the eastern part of the state of Wash- 
ington grain had been sold as low as 40c a 
bushel, because there was only one mar- 
ket, afew people down at the seaboard 
buying it, and compelling it to go to 
Europe; or else there was some locally 
ground into flour for export. Now, that 
white Walla Walla wheat is particularly 
adapted to other uses than the making of 
flour; it makes the best quality of Quaker 
Oats and other materials that are exten- 
sively sold, breakfast foods, etc; and we 
introduced some new customers, and the 
result was to advance the price of wheat 
from 20c to 25c a bu. 

EFFECT OF INTERFERENCE 

Take the same thing on the east end. 
They wanted wheat in Australia, and 
flour; they wanted wheat and flour in 
Hongkong, and in other of the Oriental 
ports. We made rates from Minneapolis 
and from points in Minnesota and North 
Dakota through to these distant communi- 
ties that would carry that flour, and we 
carried somewhere bet ween 35,000 and 40,- 
000 tons. When they asked us to file that 
rate-— 

Senator Foraker: That is, the interstate 
commerce commission asked you? 

Mr. Hill: Yes, sir; we put the question 
fairly before them and argued it. We have 
the greatest respect for their good inten- 
tions; but they felt that they could not 
permit us, under the law, to forego filing 
that rate. We said: ‘‘Very well, if we 
are violating the law, sue us. We do not 
think we are, but sue us; and in any event 
we will not violate the law for Minne- 
sota,’’ and we withdrew the rate. We do 


Senator Foraker: Yes; but when a ship- 
ment originates the through rate is then 
fixed, is it not? 

Mr. Hill: Certainly, sir. 

Senator Foraker: And you agree upon 
an apportionment? 

Mr. Hill: Yes, sir. 

Senator Foraker: So much for the rail- 
road and so much for the ship? 

Mr. Hill: It is practically divided 
equally. 

Senator Foraker: And if the interstate 
commerce commissioners had taken the 
view I should have thought they might 
feel at liberty to take under the clause I 
have just read, they could have excused 
you from publishing those rates? 

Mr. Hill: We thought so. 

Senator Foraker: If you had been ex- 
cused from publishing the rates you could 
have continued in that business? 

Mr. Hill: Yes, sir. 

Senator Foraker: I want to get into 
this record the reason why you could not 
afford to publish the rate. I think I know; 
but will you state it in your own way? 

Mr. Hill: The reason why we could not 
afford to publish the rates was that we 
would serve notice on our competitors that 
that was our rate, and our hands would 
be bound, and we could not change them 
for so long atime; and they would have 
that time in which to make acontract and 
take the traffic. : 

Senator Foraker: To whom do you re- 
fer when you speak of yourcompetitors in 
that case? 

Mr. Hill: The merchants and the lines 
of transportation—the steamer lines—and 
they largely go together. The English 
lines are represented by a few houses, and 
the German lines. 


RATES MUST BE ELASTIC 
Senator Foraker: How many ships have 
you? 


Mr. Hill: Two. 
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Senator Foraker: Only two? Those are 
two very large ships, putin recently for 
that particular trade? ~ 

Mr. Hill: Yes, sir; the two 
freight carriers in the world. 

Senator Foraker: And so, rather than 
publish your rates and enter into what you 
regarded as a hopeless competition with 
these competing lines you simply with- 
drew from that undertaking so far as flour 
was concerned? 

Mr. Hill: Rather than put ourselves in 
a position where we would be helpless, 
where we would give them ten days’ start, 
we simply withdrew. 

Senator Foraker: That is to say, under 
this interstate commerce law, if it is to be 
applied to you, having once fixed a rate 
you could not change it up or down except 
upon ten days’ notice? 

Mr. Hill: We could put it down on three 
days’ notice, but it would take us the 
other seven days to get the word over and 
back, and that is why I said ten. 

Senator Foraker. Yes. 

Mr. Hill: But if we wanted to raise it, 
it would take ten day’ notice plus the 
seven; it would take seventeen days. 

Senator Foraker: It would take seven 
teen days to raise it? 

Mr. Hill: And ten days to reduce it. 

Senator Foraker: 
to reduce it? 

Mr. Hill: Yes, sir. 

HANDICAPPING EXPORT TRADE 

Senator Foraker: Now, Mr. Hill, the 
difficulty that you encountered there is a 
difficulty that is encountered with respect 
to all attempts to engage in foreign com 
merce across the ocean, is it not? 


largest 


Mr Hill: Quite, sir. 
Senator Foraker: Just the same thing 
Mr. Hill: Quite. 


Senator Foraker: I want to know, i! 
that be true, whether you think it wis: 
that the interstate commerce act shoul! 
apply (as, in accordance with the provi 
sions I have called attention to, it does ap 
ply) to business originating in this cow 
try with foreign countries not contiguous 
to us—across the ocean? 

Mr. Hill: It is barely possible, but 
think not at all probable, that the right t: 
discriminate iu favor of this export bus 
ness would be abused. It is possible tha 
it might be, but I think it is very impro! 
able. But even if it is abused, the rai! 
way company simply carries it at a lows 
rate: and the question is whether the di- 
crimination hurts any local interest what 
ever. Now, the railroad company is noi 
going to willfully lose money for the sak 
of doing business; but if there is som 
profit in it, let the railroad company earn 
that profit, and for that reason it can a 
ford to make a lower rate on its local busi 
ness. I think I am quite free to say that |! 
know of no reason why any local interes! 
should suffer on account of our finding 
new market for any of our goods. 

Senator Foraker: Let me ask you thi- 
question: Is it possible for any Americat 
interest to suffer if foreign commerce, tlic 
importation from other countries int 
this, or the exportation of goods, me 
chandise, from this country into othe 
countries, should be exempted from tlic 
publicity that this law requires, in view 
of the fact that you can not, the minute 
you touch the water, escape competition 
with these lines that are— 

Mr. Hill: That are not under our gov 
ernmental control? You come in compe 
tition with forces that are not under the 
ogevene of our interstate commerce law ai 
a 

Senator Foraker: Yes; not under any 
control at all. You are at every disadvant 
age, are you not? 

Mr. Hill: Yes, sir. 

Senator Foraker: Is not the effect of 
placing our foreign commerce, in othe 
words, under the interstate commerce law 
simply tying our hands while we are com 
pelled to engage in competition with those 
whose hands are entirely free? 

Mr. Hill: There is absolutely no ques 
tion as to that. 

Senator Foraker. And if that be true, 
and if they can navigate their ships cheap 
er than we do anyhow, how would it »b 
possible, if the law did not apply, for an) 
injury to be done to any American inte: 
est? 

Mr. Hill: There is not any possible wiy 
of injuring any American interest—no 


body is going to suffer—by giving us :- 


far as may be, without placing any bu 
den upon anybody else, a fair opportun!' 
to meet the other fellow on his ow! 
ground. 


Senator Foraker: Yes; that has no «)) 


plication at all to what is done on the 


mainland by rail? 
Mr. Hill: No; oh, no. 
Senator Foraker: 
water transportation, where tbat co! 
mences. Now, in view of all that, I wait 
the benefit of your opinion as to whet! 
or not we should not amend this origi 


interstate commerce act by striking out 0! 


its first section, which is a definition 
the carriers and commerce and transpor!:! 
tion to which the law shall apply, the ‘: 


lowing—‘‘and also to the transportatio! 
£ 


in like manner of property shipped fro 


And about ten days 
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wy place in the United States to a foreign 
untry and carried from such place to a 
sort of trans-shipment, or shipped from a 
reign country to any place in the United 
states and carried to such place from a 
port of entry either in the United States 
oran adjacent foreign country.’’ 

Mr. Hill: I would limit that to a for- 
ign country, if you please, at least a 


els ‘ : 
thousand miles distant. 


Senator Foraker: Well, it is already 
limited. i , 
Mr. Hill: Because if you made it apply 


to Canada we might buy a railroad over 
in Canada and get around interstate com- 
merce from the west in that way. | 
Senator Foraker: By the question I 
asked youa moment ago I eliminated that 
very idea. 
“Vr. Hill: Yes, sir. 
Senator Foraker: That is, adjacent coun- 


tries. 4 

Mr. Hill: Yes, sir. 

Senator Foraker: I think I used the ex- 
pression ‘‘contiguous foreign countries.’’ 
The language of this section is as follows 
_Jwi!! read it all, because I want to geta 
flat-footed answer to that proposition. 

Mr. Hill: I will give it to you, Senator, 

if I can. 
Pe tce Foraker: ‘‘Be it enacted,’’ etc, 
“that the provisions of this act shall ap- 
ply to any common carrier or carriers en- 
gaged in transportation of passengers or 
property wholly by railroad or partly by 
railrond and partly by water when both 
are used under a common control, manage- 
ment, or arrangement for a continuous 
carriage or shipment from one state or ter- 
ritory of the United States or the District 
of Columbia to any other state or territory 
of the United States or the District of 
Colunibia, or from any place in the United 
States io an adjacent foreign country; or 
from ny place in the United States 
throuch a foreign country to any other 
place in the United States—evidently in- 
tended to— 

Mr. Hill: To cover Mexico or Canada. 

Senator Foraker: To cover Mexico and 
Canada. Now, immediately after that 
there follows the clause that I called your 
attention to and to which I asked you if, 
in your opinion, in view of what you have 
said, it should not be a statute which 
would exempt it from application. Furth- 
er the clause reads as follows: ‘*And also 
to the transportation im like manner of 
property shipped from any place in the 
United States to a foreign country and 
carried from such place to a port of trans- 
shipment, or shipped from a foreign coun- 
try to any place in the United States and 
carried to such place from a port of entry 
either in the United States or an adjacent 
foreign country.”’ 

Mr. Hill: I think that if that expression 
“foreign country,’’ in the first clause, was 
made to read ‘‘distant a thousand miles 
from the territory of the United States,’’ 
you would be perfectly safe. 

Senator Foraker: In other words, elim- 
inating the thousand miles (which you 
have a particular purpose in your mind in 
putting in) from the statement, your idea 
is that it should be stricken out so far as 
its application goes to foreign countries 
not contiguous? 

Mr. Hill: To Europe, or Africa, or Asia, 
or Oceania—yes, sir; all that. It is simply 
a handicap that can do no good, and is 
susceptible of doing a great deal of harm. 

Senator Foraker: And does not do any 
good whatever? 

Mr. Hill: It can not, in the nature of 
things, do any good. 

Senator Foraker: Is it not true that the 
chief complaint about rates, to the effect 
that they are extortionate, ts based on the 
fact that through rates on foreign com- 
merce are necessarily so low, by reason of 
this competition with foreign steamship 
companies, that it attracts attention and 
a feeling of criticism for our domestic 
rates because of the apparent unfairness 
as between the through rates and the local 
rates? 

Mr. Hill: Of the proportion of the 
through rates to the local rates. 

Senator Foraker: I understand you to 
say, as other witnesses have, that not only 
is the rate reasonable, but that rebates 
have been practically abandoned; that 
they are practically a thing of the past? 

Mir. Hill: They Ree been, I should say, 
since the passage of the Elkins bill. They 
imost faded out of sight at that time. 
senator Foraker: Yes. And so far as 
e'vvator charges, and terminal charges, 
and private car charges, and refrigerator 
‘av Charges are concerned, they are devices 
at you think are covered by this law, so 
‘at if they are to be broken up we have 
¢ law already on the statute books with 
hich to do it? 

Mr. Hill: You have the law. All you 
ave to do is to put the law in motion. 


t 


at ete tee 


GULF PORTS 
senator Foraker: The other question I 
as going toask you was about the growth 
of these Gulf ports in the matter of export 
business, Are you familiar with that, Mr. 
Hill? Have you given any attention to it? 
; ae. Hill: Yes, sir; I have given a good 
Ceal, 
Senator Foraker: 


= 


To what is it due; 
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and to what extent have the ports of New 
Orleans and Galveston for instance, over- 
come the disadvantages that were regard- 
ed as a justification for differentials in 
their favor some years ago? 

Mr. Hill: To begin with, their condi- 
tions are entirely different. Take Kansas 
City, St. Louis, and all those points, and 
the export business would naturally go to 
the Gulf. Ship charters—take grain, for 
instance—are a cent to a cent and a half a 
bushel] higher from the Gulf than they are 
from the Atlantic. Coal is higher there, 
and there are other reasons. The shipper 
must guarantee the quality of the corn on 
delivery after the 1st of April, on account 
of the climate. There are conditions that 
run against them. They have the advan- 
tage, however, of a very short haul, and 
they have the advantage that if the roads 
are built as they are now building them, 
with very low grades, they can carry at 
prices that the trunk lines will not care to 
make or meet. With us in the west that is 
an important outlet, and one to which we 
must look, because the trunk lines east of 
Chicago for a part of the year are totally 
unable to move the present volume of 
business. 


BRISTOL CITY LINE CASE 


Taint Damage on Shipboard — Decision 
of Lower Court Holding Ship- 
owners Liable Sustained 


Judgment on appeal has recently been 
given in a most important case affecting 
all;flour shippers. The case is known as 





Carver says that is not enough, that he 
must show that that juxtaposition was 
due to the negligence of the shipowner. 

Then comes the question, was there evi- 
dence fit to be considered by a reasonable 
mand upon which hecan arrive at that con- 
clusion? Mr. Carver contends there is 
none. It seems to me that there was 
abundant evidence. The cargo has to be 
arranged. The obligation of due diligence 
existed unqualified by any exception. If 
there is negligence in the disposition of 
the cargo resulting in the mischief of 
which the plaintiff complains, the defend- 
ant is liable; and the standard of negli- 
gence is whether he has done all that a 
reasonable man ought to do, having re- 
gard to the conditions which as a reason- 
able man he would know would be appli- 
cable to the adventure. 

We are dealing with a voyage across the 
north Atlantic in March and it seems to 
me that, asa matter of common sense, even 
apart from the admitted facts referred to, 
that it would be natural to expect bad 
weather at that time of year, but that the 
shipowner in this case did reasonably an- 
ticipate such weather as would involve the 
closing of these ventilating arrangements 
is evident from the fact that before he left 
New York at all with this cargo on board 
he caused the cows to be taken off the ven- 
tilators. Why? Because of the facilities 
for plugging them so as to prevent water 
getting on board. 

He was taking on board and stowing in 
the place he selected a parcel of apples, a 
parcel which he has told you he knew or 
ought to have known must have been tak- 
en, and, in fact, there was clear evidence 





PASEO AT TWELFTH STREET—KANSAS CITY 


A bit of the famous parkway near its north end. 


‘‘Spear Brothers & Co., 
steamship Brooklyn City.”’ 

Briefly the facts of the case are that 
flour was shipped so close to apples that 
taint damage ensued. The steamship own- 
ers claimed that owing to rough weather 
the ventilators could not work properly, 
hence the damage was a peril of the sea. 
This contention was overruled in the low- 
er court and the steamship company 
mulcted for damages. It appealed the case 
and the present judgment has been ren- 
dered in the supreme court of judicature, 
court of appeal. The case came before 
the Master of the Rolls, Lord Justice 
Mathew and Lord Justice Cozens-Hardy. 

In rendering judgment the Master of the 
Rolls said: 

This is an appeal from the decision of 
Mr. Justice Channel] in an action brought 
by the endorsee of the bill of lading, in 
respect of some flour, the subject matter 
of the bill of lading, the property in which 
passed to the plaintiff on the endorsement 
of the bill of lading, and he contends that 
the flour was delivered to him in a tainted 
condition. 

The defendant met that. complaint by 
the exception in the bill of lading which 
excepts the liability for contact with or 
smell or evaporation from any other 
goods. That prima-facie is an answer, 
but there is also a clause in the bill of la- 
ding protecting the owner from negli- 
gence, and, owing to the existence of a 
certain act of Parliament—an American 
Act—the parties have agreed that negli- 
gence is not excused by the bill of lading, 
and, therefore, the question is whether 
this particular mischief was brought 
about by the negligence of the defendant. 

Of course the onus of proving that it 
was, is, I agree with Mr. Carver, upon the 
plaintiffs. Then has the plaintiff satisfied 
that onus? The learned judge holds that 
he has. The learned judge has found that 
as a matter of fact the taint in the flour 
was due to the juxtaposition of a parcel 
of apples and, therefore, he has arrived at 
the first cause of the mischief. But Mr. 


Ltd., vs. Hill, 


that he did know they would require ex- 
ceptionally good ventilation, for the evi- 
dence is that he did put them ina part of 
the vessel where the ventilation was espe- 
cially good. Knowing that this particular 
class of cargo required ventilation, know- 
ing that the flour was a class of cargo par- 
ticularly susceptible to taints and other 
matters, and knowing further that the 
conditions of the voyage were such as to 
lead him not only to expect, but to act on 
the expectation that he would not be able 
to keep his ventilating apparatus in work- 
ing order throughout the voyage, he never- 
theless puts the apples in such close prox- 
imity to this very susceptible cargo of 
flour that, in the result, the taint is caused 
in the flour. 

The learned judge has found those facts 
upon evidence that appears to me to be 
quite adequate, that that tainting was 
due to the juxtaposition of the flour, 
which was negligence under those circum- 
stances on the part of the master and 
those responsible for the juxtaposition of 
those parcels and there is abundant evi- 
dence of negligence on his part under 
those conditions, knowing that he would 
be very much hampered with his ventila- 
tion arrangements during the voyage, and 
that if he were, the taint of these apples 
would be bound practically to find its way 
into the flour. 

Was that evidence of negligence on 
which the judge might reasonably infer 
that the master had been guilty of negli- 
gence? It seems to me that there was 
abundant evidence to justify the conclu- 
sion and that no principle of law debarred 
the judge from giving effect to his finding 
by holding that the defendants were re- 
aponete for the damage that occurred. I 
think this appeal fails. 

LORD JUSTICE MATHEW’S OPINION 

Iam of the same opinion. It seems to 
me to be a very clear case. The goods 
here are damaged by the taint from the 
apples: it is agreed that the taint came 
from a parcel of apples that had been 
shipped, and shipped to the knowledge of 








465 


the captain. He explains how it was that 
the apples were shipped in that position so 
as to be in contact with the flour, and his 
explanation is that at the last moment a 
large quantity of flour arrived and was 
put into the hold in close proximity to the 
apples. 

Now there can be no question with ref- 
erence to that part of the cargo but the 
difficulty is made as to the cargo below, 
and the evidence about that was the evi- 
dence of an expert, that he thought the 
distance was quite enough. It turned out 
it was not quite enough because that por- 
tion of the cargo was tainted. 

Then it is said, but this is a peril of the 
sea, and, therefore, protected by the terms 
of the bill of lading. What is the evidence 
about that? The ship was started deep 
laden with very little freeboard fore and 
aft. It was, therefore, manifest unless 
there was most extraordinary fine weather 
she would be likely to encounter weather 
causing her to ship seas, and she did; and 
that is clearly no more than might reason- 
ably have been anticipated, but what did 
occur was this: it was clear to the master 
it would involve the stoppage of the ven- 
tilation and the stoppage of the ventila- 
tion was what brought about this disaster. 

The answer suggested on the part of the 
shipowner is that there was here very 
good stowing and the stowing ought to 
have been calculated and arranged with 
reference to the ordinary events of voyage. 
If that had been done the shipowner would 
have contemplated that the ventilation 
might be stopped and that the ventilation 
once stopped there must have been a taint. 

he provision in the bill of lading with 
reference to taint in this matter is of 
course conditional on all proper steps be- 
ing taken to prevent the operation of such 
causes. I entirely agree that the judg- 
mentof my brother was right, and the ap- 
peal must be dismissed. 


Lord Justice Cozens-Hardy: I agree. 





CURRENT MAILS 


W. J. Jennison Co., Minneapolis: The 
last two days have been clear and warm, 
and a continuance of this weather will no 
doubt be highly beneficial to the growing 
crop. The steady advance in wheat and 
higher flour prices have frightened away 
buyers and they are taking only what 
flour is absolutely necessary for immediate 
requirements. We have, however, succeed- 
ed in booking a few round lots, and re- 
ceived enough instructions to keep our 
mills running steadily. 

H. C. Stebbins, manager Montevideo 
(Minn.) Roller Mill Co: Flour is very 
dull, though we manage to keep in opera- 
tion twenty-four hours per day. Crop sit- 
uation in our locality was never better. 
Present prospects are for a very much 
larger yield than we have had for five 
years and we believe there is twenty-five 
per cent more acreage than in 1903 or 1904. 


Movement of wheat is picking up. Re- 
ceipts are growing larger each day. 
Arlington (Minn.) Milling Co: Crops 


are not as favorable as we should like to 
see them, particularly in low places, where 
the land is now under water. Except in 
the last few days, weather has been too 
cold; rains have also put crops backward. 
There is considerable wheat moving, con- 
sidering bad roads. We do not look for 
this to continue for any length of time. 

Echo (Minn.) Milling Co: Cold weather 
and too much rain have given crops a se- 
vere set-back; they are at least two weeks 
later than last year. Don’t consider that 
any great damage has resulted, but must 
have most favorable weather conditions 
from now on to insure a good crop. Com- 
pared with May, 1904, movement of wheat 
this month is fully 75 per cent less. 

Fallgatter Bros., Marshalltown, Iowa: 
Crops in this territory, especially wheat, 
are promising. There isalargely increased 
acreage. Corn planting is somewhat back- 
ward, although farmers are mostly at 
work now. We are getting practically no 
local wheat and do not expect much more 
until the new crop. 

Central Dakota Flouring Mill Co., Ar- 
lington, S. D: The warmth and sunshine 
so much needed has come, and the effect is 
noticeable in a marked degree on all kinds 
of vegetation. Small grain is doing well. 
With continued favorable weather, consid- 
er prospects for average crop good. Wheat 
receipts are fair. 

M. T. Gunderson, Kenyon, Minn: Pros- 
pects for wheat crop are splendid; have 
had lots of moisture and now we are get- 
ting the sunshine. Movement of wheat 
from farmers has been light, owing to wet 
weather, but is now increasing some. 

Drayton (N. D.) Milling Co: All crops 
are doing finely and conditions could hard- 
ly be better. Conditions have materially 
improved in the last week. Very little 
wheat is moving; do not look for much, 
as it is pretty well cleaned up. 

Springfield (Minn.) Milling Co: The 
crop situation in this locality is very sat- 
isfactory. Wheat has a good stand. Since 
the advance in prices, wheat receipts have 
increased, farmers taking advantage of 
the situation. 
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this week 


Ihad the pleasure of a call 
from Alfred Loken, of the firm of Johan 


Loken, Christiania, Norway, who is 
spending a week or two in England. 

A welcome caller this week was John 
R. Barrett of the Evans Milling Co., In- 
dianapolis, Ind., who arrived in this coun- 
try May 7%. Mr. Barrett has mapped out 
a full and interesting programme for him- 
self while over here, and will endeavor to 
combine as much pleasure and sight-see- 
ing as possible with his business. 

The London Flour Millers’ Association 
held its 26th annual meeting on May 1. 
A. E. Humphries of the Coxes Lock Mill- 
ing Co., Ltd., Weybridge, was unanimous- 
ly elected chairman for the ensuing year, 
while Edgar Chatterton retains the secre- 
taryship. 

There was another ‘‘vote of censure”’ 
in the House of Commons last night, May 
9, this time in connection with Irish 
affairs. The resolution was moved by Sir 
Henry Campbell-Bannerman and on a di- 
vision being taken the government again 
won the day. The voting was 252 for the 
motion and 315 against, making a major- 
ity of 63 votes for the government. 


LONDON MARKETS 


The market is fairly steady for wheat, 
but flour is appreciably lower, while de- 
mand, even at the reduction, is not very 
brisk. That is about all that can be said. 

The main features of the flour market 
may be indicated as ashortage of good, 
strong American flour, with a poor in- 
quiry for such as there is, owing to the rel- 
atively high price; to persistent forcing 
on the market of the grade known as or- 
dinary Minnesota firsts, a grade of clears, 
which used to be in great evidence on this 
market and at one time enjoyed much 
popularity; while the most recent feature 
in the situation is a break in the values of 
Australian flour, due, it is said, to con- 
signments from Australian millers. 

It may be remembered that about four 
years ago, there was a perfect glut of Aus- 
tralian flour in this market, due to heavy 
consignments. The effect of those con- 
signments was to break down the fair 
value of all colory, weak flours, below a 
fair level. Within the space of less than a 
month, there was a drop of about two 
shillings a sack of 280 Ibs, in the values of 
good English country-made flour. 

It would be too much to say that the 
present situation is a duplicate of that 
one, because, though it is clear that con- 
signments are again about, it does not 
seem as if the practice had yet assumed 
the proportions of the movement of Aus- 
tralian flour toward this port in 1901. But 
the decline in Australian prices is very 
marked. 

Not so long ago, no Australian miller 
could be found ready to sell a reputable 
brand much under 24s 9d c.i.f. 

Today Australian millers are said to be 
offering good marks quite freely at 22s 6d 
c.i.f., including a commission to the buy- 
er. Some mills are said to be wiliing to 
shade this price, though I have not yet 
met with any such case. 

Here on the spot, Australian values have 
gone back quite 1s 6d during the month 
or six weeks. Today good marks are 
offered at 23s 6d ex-store, and probably 
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threepence less would be taken in some 
cases 
AUSTRALIAN COMPETITION EFFECTIVE 


It is only natural that all flour affected 
by the competition of Australian should 
be weaker. Argentines are not so strong, 
while English-country flours, which of 
course are directly hit by the competition 
of Australian marks, are quotably cheaper. 

BAKERS BUYING MORE FREELY 


There is no stir in the retail flour mar- 
ket, for though bakers are buying more 
freely, yet it is only to supply pressing 
needs, and the flour bought is almost al- 
ways in small quantities, for immediate 
delivery. This is what millersand jobbing 
factors here call a ‘‘hand-to-mouth trade.”’ 
Bakers in this city have a habit, when 
they think that we have got to bed-rock 
prices, of giving liberal orders, which are 
booked tothem. That is to say, the seller 
guarantees to deliver 100 or 200 sacks, as 
the case may be, in installments as the 
baker may require. 

In the early part of this year, millers in 
this city succeeded in booking very fair 
quantities of flour to bakers, but the deliv- 
eries on these sales, though there were 
some big orders, must by this time have 
been all taken in, or pretty nearly so. This 
is a fair explanation of thesmall orders for 
immediate delivery which are so much in 
evidence today. 

The price of bread in this city has by no 
means improved, and at today’s level, bak- 
ers can not afford to use much high-class 
flour. At the same time, it must not be 
forgotten that though prices have not im- 
proved, they have not gone back, whereas 
the values of many kinds of flour which 
are in much use in bakeries in this city, 
have very considerably sunk within the 
last three months. 

AMERICAN PRICES HARDENING 

There is not much to say about Ameri- 
can flour just at present. Importers assure 
us that within the week the prices of mills 
in the spring wheat districts have sensibly 
hardened. Top spring wheat patents are 
now quoted at 29s to 29s 9d c.i.f., which of 
course is well above the parity of this mar- 
ket. Importers express no disappointment 
at this turn in American mill prices, be- 
cause, tosay the truth, they quite expected 
it. It was anticipated that the slurp at 
Chicago would be followed by a certain re- 
action, and here it is. 

There is very littletop spring wheat pat- 
ent about, comparatively speaking, and 
for such as there is, inquiry has been so 
languid that importers have had to give 
way threepence to occasionally sixpence. 
At this reduction rather more business is 
being done, but sellers complain that it is 
unprofitable. 

Today good brands of spring wheat pat- 
ents can be bought at about 28s $d@29s 9d 
ex-store. A small lot of a favorite Minne- 
apolis mark was sold half an hour ago at 
29s 9d ex-store. At such a price, effective 
competition with London milled flour is 
impossible. 

First-class Loncon-made patents are be- 
ing offered to bakers at 28s 9d@29s deliv- 
ered into the shop, with sixpence discount 
for ready money. Insome cases, the baker 
might, no doubt, get a concession of three- 
pence on this quotation. No jobbing fac- 
tor could possibly offer a baker any first- 
class American spring wheat patents at 
less than 30s, and in most cases, he would 
be compelled to ask more. 

MARKET FOR CLEARS DEMORALIZED 

Spring wheat,.clears seem to go from 
bad to worse. This is attributed to a cer- 
tain big importer baving broken the mar- 
ket, and that is very likely true to a great 
extent, but this action could hardly alone 
have had so bad an effect, had there not 
been some urgency to sell more of this 
grade than this market can possibly ab- 
sorb at present. For ordinary Minnesota 
firsts, about 20s ex-ship may be accepted 
as acurrent quotation. Within the past 
few days, threepence less has, it is said, 
been accepted in many cases. 

KANSAS FLOUR 

Kansas old-crop patents are practically 
non-exsistent on the spot and at the level 
at which they are held by Kansas mills 
are quite out of our reach. Offers of new- 
crop flour, for July-August dispatch are 
more in evidence than ever, while lower 
prices are again quoted. From 24s c.i.f. 
some mills are said to have come down to 
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28s 6d c.i.f., but Ido not think such a re- 
duction is general. Curiously enough, 
buyers on this side seem to be rather shy 
of offers of Kansas new-crop flour. 
LONDON FLOUR EASIER 
There is no change in the values of Lon- 
don-milled flour, though the trend is easi- 
er, ifanything. The better inquiry among 
bakers has. no doubt, encouraged millers 
to make concessions which they would 
otherwise have been slow to make. 
MILL BUILDING IN LONDON 


There has been a good deal of talk lately 
of big projects in connection with the build- 
ing of fresh mills in this city, but rumors of 
this kind have been flying around fora 
year and longer than that, without mate- 
rializing into anything definite. No doubt 
during the last two years, the capacity of 
mills in this city has been increased by 
some 70 sacks an hour, including the 
Rank mill, but this is not so much out of 
the way considering the marked falling 
off in the imports of flour into this port. 

It may be noted that the Rank mill, the 
first plant of which has been running for 
about two months and a half, is expected 
to get the second plant at work some time 
this month. The first plant had a capacity 
of 30 to 35 sacks an hour, and the second 
plant will, I understand, have the same 
capacity. 

The same firm, Joseph Rank, Ltd., has 
been erecting a mill in Cardiff, which is 
said to be designed on much the same lines 
as the millin Victoria Docks, London. 
The first section of the Cardiff mill, com- 
prising a plant of 30 sacks an hour, is ex- 
pected to be running at the beginning of 
June, if not before. 

PROJECT OF A CANADIAN COMPANY 

Among the many rumors that have been 
current here, is one which connects a big 
Canadian milling firm with the project of 
a big mil] in London. Not so long ago, a 
similar proposal was attributed to more 
than one American firm, but as far as the 
American schemes are concerned, not 
much substance has yet been observed. 

At last, the slump in Australian flour 
has visibly affected the price of English- 
country flours, which have dropped six- 
pence to ninepence within the last week 
or so. Good straight-run flour, milled 
largely from English wheat, is now held 
at 24s ex-rail in London. 

Hungarian flour remains very slow, and 
30s@30s 6d has been accepted this week for 
some leading marks. The Budapest mills, 
however, have recently hardened in their 
prices. 

ENTRIES OF FOREIGN FLOUR 
The following table shows entries of 


foreign flour into London for the past two ' 


weeks, with the respective countries of or- 
igin, in sacks of 280 lbs: May 5 April 28 










United States (Atlantic ports)....15,441 40,872 
MMOS. a, soon sesancakeatenatas 3,626 3,023 
CR. nea cnck sass ceca’ :750 10,664 
ere 32 2,148 
PI Ss akc e cinkeisonsacvedeses RE Ooda'ee 
I shar sche ciane ides ex ceneacce GE apace 
Holland 525 1,100 
Italy .... 450 
Australia. 3,322 
Greece.... 697 
Germany . 500 
Hungary .. 360 

OOGOIS os kecicioradseiasiarassoucsiee Gln 


AVERAGE WEEKLY RECEIPTS 
Average weekly London receipts for four 


weeks ending: May5 April? Mar4 
Foreign wheat* ........ 64,901 113,978 75,905 
British wheatt ......... 742 1,035 1,137 
Foreign flourt.......... 41,985 39,227 34.616 
Forei’nand British flo’r¢ 69,322 68,207 66,010 


*Qrs (480 lbs.) tQrs (504 lbs.) ¢Sacks (280 lbs.) 
MONEY MARKET, MAY 9 

The money market has had some difficul- 
ty in meeting the many and large calls 
that have fallen due for payment during 
the week. Funds have been in very short 
supply, and although the situation the last 
day or two has been a little easier, the re- 
payments of loans to the Bank and the de- 
mands in connection with the fortnightly 
Stock Exchange settlement will tax the 
capacity of the market considerably for 
the rest of the week. 

The Paris cheque having improved, the 
demand for gold from Paris has now ceased 
and the Bank of England is absorbing the 
available supplies. Since last Thursday it 
has purchased bar gold to the amount of 
£97,000 
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Discount rates have hardened somewhat 
during the week but the tendency is now 
easier again, owing to the continued pur. 
chases of gold by the Bank, and a rather 
keener demand for bills is reported. 

The neutrality question that arose this 
week between France and Japan and the 
political situation generally have liad a 
rather depressing effect on the stock mar. 
kets, and business has been decided] poor. 
Consols and all gilt-edged securitics are 
lower but today show some improvement. 
The special feature of today’s markets was 
the strong recovery in the American sec. 
tion where there had been a heavy siump, 
and the improvement in Japanese bonds, 

Quotations: Today Last week 





Bank of England rate......... 2% 2Y 
Consols for money............. 8915 M14 
Consols for the account ....... 9055 iM) 
Bankers’ deposit rate ......... 1 i 
Discount houses’ deposit rate— 

CRM ood haloe oe Sasteins else we 1% 

BS eee eee . 1% 
Discount rates— 

OT BS oo cans e's oocs evecare 2 @2% 2 

Short time loans... 24@2% De. 

Bank bills, 2 months 2 s@2%4 24 

Bank bills, 3 months. . 2%@2%4 D2% 

Bank bills, 4 months. . 257;@24 12% 

Bank bills, 6 months. . 234@2*, DBs 
TrOOG DIA, «« 5.00000 ‘ . 24@3 ib} 
Argentine gold premium 127.27% = 127.27% 

GLASGOW, MAY 8 

The break in America did not induce 
very heavy buying of wheat in Gla~.:ow, 
as all the millers had fair stocks in !).nd. 
‘There are, however, indications the! an 
improved demand may be looked fe, es- 
pecially for strong Manitobans, whic); are 


now reckoned as relatively excellent val- 
ues. Some inquiry has also been experi- 
enced for new crop of red winter and |\ard 
winter wheats, but so far little new i 
ness has resulted. Russian wheats |:ave 


Usl- 


not declined in sympathy with the ot !iers, 
but Australians have been buyable at jess 
money. Plate wheats have yielded very 
little. 

As I stated last week, the price of })) vad 


has been reduced in Glasgow, and. as 
usual, the first effect of this has bee: to 
cause dullness in the sale of flour, bui so 
far as I can gather, there is not wanting 
evidence that an improvement will take 
place. Bakers have been abstaining from 
buying, and they are bound to come ito 
the market for some classes. Values are 
quotably unaltered, except for spot Atis 
tralians and French flours, which, at the 
moment, are rather pressed forsale. Mani 
toba patents can also be bought at rather 
less money. 

Realizing that they could not do biisi- 
ness unless they reduced their prices, tle 
Glasgow flour millers were willing this 
week to concede one shilling per sack of 
280 lbs. This resulted in a fair business 
being put through. Their quotation for 
town-made was from 27s 6d to 28s 6d, ac 
cording to quality. 

Holders of Hungarian flour had (i! 
culty in promoting sales. The millers in 
Hungary were ashade better in their ides 
but the trade here was not willing to 
spond when the general trend of thine 
was back. Hungarian flour was priced «| 
29s@30s 6d; French, 25s@26s 6d; Canad 
patents, 28s 6d@29s 6d; winter wheat, ~> 
6d@32s; Milwaukee straight, 23s; patent 
29s 30s 6d; Minnesota straight, 23s 6d. 
6d, and patents, 30s(@32s 6d. 

Sellers in Glasgow of Scotch and Iri- 
oatmeal have been doing very well duri 
the last few weeks. The advance on | 
fortnight will be two shillings. A sel! 
of oatmeal tells me that the firmness 
the price is not so much due to the « 
mand, being good at the.moment; it 
rather due to the shortness of the supp! 
of oats and to fewer millers in Ireland x: - 
ing in for making oatmeal. He could 1 
say that there were fewer oatmeal mille 
in Scotland than there were a decade ag 
but the tendency was to make less oat mes 

Since last writing, oatmeal will be si> 
pence dearer, and signs points to fu 
prices till the new crop comes. Oats favo! 
sellers. 

Mixed American corn was 14d cheap« 
per 280 lbs. The demand was quite: of 
retail description. The price was from | 


9d to 11s 104d. Plate, steady at 14s. M: 
dium bran today was quiet at 87s 6d pe! 
ton; broad, also quiet at 97s 6d. so 
No change has been made by the Edin 
burg and Leith flour millers in their quo 
The Edinburg Oatmeal Millers 
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are asking 34s per 280 1bs for oatmeal, and 
their Edinburg confréres are seeking the 
same price, but they are getting two shill- 
ings more for choice quality. 

In Edinburg the market was fairly well 
attended. Supplies of wheat were rather 
liberal, but they were not particularly 
heavy of barley and oats. An improved 
demand existed for wheat, but this was 
due to the price having been reduced six- 
pence. Barley was in moderate request at 
previous values while the other articles of 
the trade were nominally unaltered. 

While the heavy set-back in prices in 
America did not result in a big business 
being done in Glasgow, the opposite was 
the case in Leith. There a fairly good 
business was put through in springs and 
hard winters at very moderate prices for 
shipment during the next few months. 
In the other descriptions of wheat there 
was not a great deal doing. The demand 
on spot for foreign oats and milling barley 
was quieter than formerly, but home oats 
were scarce and dear. 

The following were the importations 
at Glasgow during the past week of the 
foreign traffics named, the totals for the 
year to date, and same information for 
last year: 


Wheat, GPS <5 0605505050 2,990 223,490 141,880 
Barley, G06 v«ine tisccves cemeae 68,570 88,550 
Maize, 17,040 250,520 191,140 
Oats, qrs 88,110 57,010 
Flour, § 283,060 570,140 
Oatmeal, sacks 19,520 24,410 





LIVERPOOL, MAY 9 


The wheat market has not exhibited any 
exceptional animation or violent fluctua- 
tions in values. Though the world’s week- 
ly shipments are again ample, their de- 
pressing tendency has been counteracted 
by such disturbing features as a renewal 
of the demand from the Continent for 
cargoes arrived or near at hand, reported 
drouth in Hungary and danger of neutral- 
ity complications arising through the 
Russian admiral’s procedure. Options 
close easier on more reassuring news, 4d 
to °.d below the best but 44d up onthe 
week. 

In the foreign flour market, trading in 
spot parcels is very difficult to accom- 
plish, buyers’ and sellers’ views in regard 
to values being diametrically antagonist- 
ic. Thisisa natural consequence of the 
wide difference between. the high cost of 
existing stocks and the much cheaper 
offers for forward shipments of Australian 
as well as American flours. 

The exceptionally abnormal conditions 
peculiar to the present transition period 
between old and new crop, somewhat de- 
moralized the judgment of operators and 
tends to aggravate the general disposition 
to act with the greatest reserve. Holders 
continue to display unabated confidence 
in their ability to realize at least current 
prices for the remainder of their old pur- 
chases, and effect a quittance before the 
cheaper engagements come to hand to spoil 
their market. 

Consumers, however, remain credulous 
and determine to use up the last sack in 
the tond hope of being able to buy on bet- 
ter terms when absolute necessity compels 
them to treat for further supplies. Quota- 
tions are thus practically unchanged as a 
whole for’clear grades and business. is 
curtailed to the smallest dimensions com- 
mensurate With imperative requirements. 

Local millers report a very quiet trade 
and a combined disinclination on the part 
of their clients to renew engagements on 
the basis of present limits. Concessions 
are demanded which millers are not dis- 
posed to grant. The latter are fortified in 
their unyielding attitude by the very satis- 
factory demand for deliveries on old con- 


tracts absorbing their full output, thus- 


obviating all necessity to force sales. At 
the usual conference today previous limits 
were reattested. 

American spring and winter wheat mill- 
ers being still unable to offer this crop on 
anything approaching an exporting basis, 
are making supreme efforts to interest im- 
porters in the new crop product. The rela- 
tively low offers for July-August and Sep- 
tember-October shipment have resulted in 
business in Kansas and other winters if 
hot also in springs to a fair extent, but 
sufficient to encourage the hope that 
Anerican flours next season may ina great 
measure regain their old popularity on 
this market. 

Shipments from all Atlantic ports, in- 
cluding Canada, to Liverpool last week 
Were 2,000 280-lb sacks and to the United 
Kingdom, 25,000, against 51,000 the same 
Week last year. Since Aug. 1 the total to 
the United Kingdom amounts to only 1,- 
685,000, against 5,654,000 last season. 

Low-grade flours have experienced a 
much better demand and most of the old 
stored parcels have found buyers at full 
prices. New arrivals are insignificant, the 
(uantity in transit limited, and the Conti- 
hent is not offering for shipment on a pari- 
ty with spot. American second clears seem 
Stlil to have a better market in the Far 
Kast, as prices asked for shipment check 
business to this country. 

Hungarian flours for so long past a slow 
and retail trade on spot owing to high 
cost, have this week advanced 1s 6d per 280 
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Ibs in unison with alikeadvance asked for 
shipment in consequence of the alleged 
damage to the native growing crops. 
Should they prove a failure, this product 
would cease to be much of a factor here 
next season. Meantime shipment business 
is brought to a full stop. 

French and Belgian flours have few 
friends on spot or forward. They are not 
usually popular with the general body of 
consumers on the score of their intrinsic 
qualities and only command attention 
when obtainable at prices lower than 
other flours and are liable to extinction 
in competition with cheap American. 
For shipment they have, therefore, no at- 
tention at present prices as compared with 
recent offers from western shippers. Aus- 
tralian flours area slow sale but values 
on spot are well maintained in spite of re- 
duced quotations for shipment. Arrivals 


* are moderate and being largely sold be- 


forehand have gone forward to destina- 
tion. The lower figures asked for ship- 
ment do not tempt importers to add ma- 
terially to existing engagements. 
Argentine flours just arrived comprise a 
portion of experimental consignments pre- 
viously alluded to. These include a va- 
riety of grades, which it is expected owing 
to their strong properties will meet the 
requirements of consumers in the absence 
of strong American flours at reasonable 
prices. It remains to be proved, however, 
whether they can supplant the latter on 
new crop. Pacific, Chilian and Indian 
flours present no feature of merchantable 
interest and are neglected in all positions. 





HOLLAND, MAY 8 


In the foreign flour market the dullness 
of business was very pronounced this 
week, chiefly owing to stiffer prices, 
which buyers were not willing to pay. 
Needy consumers only are in the market 
and these have to pay a fraction higher 
for spot parcels; most buyers keep aloof 
as a bearish sentiment prevails. 

The demand for home milled, French 
and Belgian flour is not particularly ac- 
tive either, but old prices are maintained. 

Patents are a slow trade. The Minneap- 
olis brands are much too dear still, and 
the same must be said of choice low grade 
flour. 

Home millers quote 10%fi per 100 kilos, 
delivered terms. American millers quote 
spring wheat first patent at 13'¢fl; spring 
wheat second patent at 13f1; spring wheat 
first clear at 9%fl; and spring wheat 
choice low grade at 8fl. 





FROM THE TRADE 


Walkers, Winser & Hamm, London, May 
10: The retail inquiry continues and 
prices are somewhat harder, but buyers 
operate from hand to mouth only and re- 
fuse to make provision for future wants. 

Kruger, Darsie & Co., Liverpool, May 9: 
Wheat prices during the week show a de- 
preciation of about ‘4d per cental. As far 
as regards the flour trade the week has 
been entirely featureless. Sales are con- 
spicuous by their absence, and buyers con- 
tinue a policy of abstention. Values, 
though nominally unchanged, remain in 
favor of buyers. Foreign flour is still un- 


‘der a cloud, as prices of the same are many 


shillings relatively above similar grades 
manufactured by our home mills. 

Dunlop Bros., Glasgow, May 3: Trade 
here has been exceedingly dull during the 
past week and prices of the leading articles 
have favored buyers. Arrivals are moder- 
ate of wheat, light of flour, and liberal of 
Indian corn. 

R. Hunter Craig & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, 
May 4: Tradeis slow. The imports of 
flour during the last week amounted to 
23,078 sacks. 

Wilson Burnie, Leith, May 4: Since 
writing on April 11, we are unable to re- 
port any improvement in trade generally. 
Buyers are looking forward to a consider- 
able reduction in the prices of flour in the 
near future, and are consequently working 
off stocks. Local millers have during the 
month reduced their prices 6d, lsand 1s 6d 
per sack respectively, on their three grades 
of flour and this has had a depressing ef- 
fect upon the market. Arrivals of wheat 
are fairly heavy, but of flour are small. 
They are as follows: wheat from South 
America, 16,980 qrs; wheat from North 
America, 33,624 qrs; wheat from Russia, 
17,066 qrs. Flour from America, 7,498 
sacks; flour from Continental ports, 14,281 
sacks. Stocks as given below are increased 
fully 35,000 qrs on wheat, but there is a 
reduction of about 10,000 sacks on flour 
during the month. 


May 1 

May1 Aprill 1904 
Wheat, ars .........000- 178,687 142,738 102,064 
Flour, sacks ............ 78,296 88,013 107,129 





S. Stewart, Morris, Minn: Small grain 
acreage is increased about 5 per cent. 
Damage‘is from a total loss to slight in- 
jury, owing to excessive moisture. Bad 
roads have made deliveries almost im- 
possible. But a few days more good 
weather will bring deliveries fully up to 
normal in quantity. 


THE WORLD’S WHEAT 
By J. W. RUSH, LONDON, ENG. 


_The wheat market, as usual, has taken 
little or no notice of the political unrest 
engendered by the alleged French viola- 
tion of the neutrality laws, although the 
‘*Times’? on Monday had a very ‘‘Rule 
Britannia’’-like article on the subject, 
which had the effect of causing a decided 
drop in consols. 

The tone of the market, nevertheless, is 
firmer but this is due to an increasing 
Continental demand; Belgium, Germany, 
Italy and Spain all showing increased re- 
quirements compared with the earlier 
part of the season. This is no doubt to 
some extent due to the circumstances that 
the high prices inthe autumn and win- 
ter months attracted afar greater early 
proportion than usual of the home pro- 
duction in the various countries. This is 
certainly true of England, where stocks of 
home-grown wheat in farmers’ hands are 
now probably lower than they have ever 
been; so that for the next four months 
we shall be living almost entirely on for- 
eign wheat, and our weekly requirements 
are not far short of 600,000 qrs. 

A disturbing factor to those who look for 
lower prices because of the prospective 
abundance of the American and Europe- 
an crops has arisen this week in the shape 
for a demand for foreign wheat for France, 
some half a dozen cargoes having been 
bought in the past week. 

For at least a couple of months French 
farmers have offered very little wheat and 
have persistently raised their prices in 
spite of a very poor demand from millers 
and a very bad sale of flour. In this fash- 
ion prices in France have risen three shill- 
ings to four shillings per quarter during 
the last two months, whereas in England 
values have declined 1@2s per qr in the 
same period. The impression is there- 
fore gaining ground that French farmers’ 
stocks are approaching exhaustion, that 
there will not be enough wheat to last out 
the season until the new crop becomes 
available, and that France will have to 
buy quite largely of foreign wheat during 
the next two months. 

If this should prove to be true, adecided 
advance is likely, because France con- 
sumes from 750,000 qrs to 800,000 qrs a 
week, and would have to draw largely up- 
on the quantity afloat for the United 
Kingdom, which, large as it is, does not 
promise more wheat than the United 
Kingdom can comfortably handle in the 
next two or three months. 

The present quantity afloat for the 
United Kingdom is 3,235,000 qrs, of which 
1,840,000 is for orders, that is to say, it is 
capable of being diverted to a large ex- 
tent to the Continent just as has happened 
in every year since 1897, with the single 
exception of 1903. 


The following comparison of the quan- 
tities afloat for Europe at the beginning 
of May, since the Leiter year, will be 
found interesting (quantities are quar- 
ters): 

For United For Con- 


Kingdom tinent Total 
1905................ 3,235,000 2,050,000 5.285.000 
1904................ 3,800,000 2,440,000 — 6,260,000 
1903................ 2.090,000 = 2,200,000 4,290,000 
1902..........4..+-. 3,750,000 2.040.000 = 5,790,000 
1901.........e0eee06 2,630,000 2,750,000 3,385,000 
1900................ 3,075,000 2,145,000 5,220,000 
1899................ 3,045.000 = 2,270,000 = 5,315,000 
1898..............-. 1,525,000 3,290,000 4.815.000 
sca bee eanewnss 1,500,000 700,000 — 2,200,000 


The largest quantity recorded at this 
date was last year, and the smallest in 
1897. 


Crop prospects in Europe generally were 
still favorable without, however, being so 
brilliant as they were a month ago. 

April was a very ungenial month, and 
in Germany and Austria-Hungary the 
crops do not look so promising as they 
did. From Russia the last official crop 
report, dated early in May, describes the 
condition of the winter wheat as quite sat- 
isfactory, being above the average for the 
time of year. It is stated, too, that there 
will be no serious diminution in the 
spring wheat acreage, notwithstanding 
the war and its demands upon the agricul- 
tural population. 

Shipments from Russia continue fairly 
liberal but from India have not yet as- 
sumed any large proportions, nor are we 
yet in a position to know definitely what 
the new crop really amounts to. Itisa 
fact, however, that there are more numer- 
ous sellers of new Kurrachee wheat for 
June-July shipment at 1s 6d@2s per qr be- 
low the present spot price, which may be 
regarded as the weak feature of the posi- 
tion. 





J.C. Enright, manager Geo. Tileston 
Milling Co., St. Cloud, Minn: Demand 
for flour is not improving. We are run- 
ning a little better than half time. De- 
mand for feed is somewhat beyond our 
capacity. Farmers are once more market- 
ing some wheat and receipts at our local 
points—St. Cloud, Melrose and Osakis— 
during the past three days, have amount- 
ed to as much as the total receipts in the 
three weeks previous. Crop conditions 
are about as good as they could be. 
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Hungary 
Special Correspondence 


The market here has experienced another 
fall of prices, which only came to a stop 
April 12. The chief reason was the con- 
gested state of the flour trade and the re- 
luctance of the mills to purchase, which 
encouraged the bears to make a _ vigorous 
attack on the option market. The down- 
ward course of prices was continuous and 
only once was interrupted by a reprisal 
of about 12c per quintal of 100 kilos (220! 
Ibs English) which was partly lost again. 

The flour trade this season has been in- 
fluenced very unfavorably by the fact that 
flour dealers were alarmed last summer 
by the extreme drouth and the extrava- 
gant price advance it involved. This 
caused them to buy heavily in advance 
for late delivery and these purchases; 
which partly are still running, resulted in 
heavy losses, so that in the present dis- 
couraged state of the whole trade, nobody 
will buy anything beyond his immediate 
wants. 

The export trade has been insignificant. 

Feedingstuffs continue to be scarce and 
in spite of the still abnormally high 
prices, bran is in strong demand. 

Lack of fodder and straw has become a 
calamity, the more so as there are as yet 
no pastures available for the cattle to feed 
upon. Complaints on this score are gen- 
eral and nowhere isa surplus of feeding> 
stuffs to be found that might be used to 
remedy the existing want. 

Quotations are now as follows per quin- 
tal of 100 kilos: option wheat per April, 
$3.51; per May, $3.49; per October, $3.26; 
option rye, per April, $2.93: per October, 
$2.67; option maize, per May, $2.91; per 
July, $2.85. 

Transactions in spot wheat are reported 
today per quintal of 100 kilos as follows: 
Theiss, $3.77@3.60; Pesth country, $3.72@ 
3.63; Banat, $3.63@3.61; Danube, $3.63(« 
3.49; Szent Tamas, $3.62; Zerbasz, $3.60. 

Average quotations of wheat flour to- 
day, per quintal of 100 kilos, are as fol- 
lows: No. AB, $5.60; No. 0, $5.40; No. 1, 
$5.25; No. 2, $5.10; No. 3, $4.95; No. 4 
$4.85: No. 5, $4.70; No. 6, $5.40; No. 7 
$4.10; No. 714, $3.80; No. 737, $3.35; N 
$2.80. Bran, fine, $2.50; coarse, $2.50. 

Rye flour is quoted today: No. 0, $4.30: 
No. I, $4; No. II, $3.60; No. III, $3.05. 


¥* 

During the month of February the ship- 
ments of wheat flour via Fiume were as 
follows, quantities reduced to bbls of 196 
lbs, English: 1904 1903 

sanders 2 29,769 


8.526 10.463 
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Against December............... 53.314 138,724 
During the month of March the ship- 
ments of wheat flour via Fiume have been 
as follows, quantities reduced to barrels 

of 196 lbs, English: 
1905 1904 


27,722 
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140,558 
120,301 


I et sae aagaaa eeu 

Against February............... 
a 

In the first part of April the weather 
was very variable and unsatisfactory, 
mostly dry, cold and windy, and from 
April 7 to 9, snow and frost damaged not 
only orchards and vineyards but forage 
plants and summer corn. Fortunately, 
in the second decade of the month the 
weather improved, rain fell and vegetation 
generally made progress so that the farm- 
ers are now more hopeful again. 

At present the weather is cold, while 
warm or at least mild weather is urgently 
needed for the pastures. Thus the men- 
aced livestock of the country, which has 
suffered enormously this season, might 
still be saved. 

Winter wheat also has suffered from the 
weather but the standing corn is generally 
considered satisfactory and few com- 
plaints are heard, although insects have 
done some harm. 

CHRISTOPHER NISBET. 

Budapest, April 26. 








J. C. Coxe, Gooding-Coxe Co., Royal- 
ton. Minn: Weather perfect at the present 
writing and crops are in fine condition. 
Movement of wheat quite heavy for this 
season of the year. 
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There is a much better feeling in both 
the domestic and foreign flour markets 
this week, and a fair number of orders 

_have been received from both sources. The 
domestic sales have been put through at 
current prices, but it has required close 
figuring to secure the export orders, al- 
though in one case the order was received 
on a quotation based on the current price 
of wheat, with 40c added for milling. 

The opinion so generally expressed at 
the meeting of the millers a week ago, 
that we had already seen the lowest prices 
for Manitoba wheat, appears to have been 
fully justified; as shown by the decided 
strength in the Winnipeg market lately, 
especially of cash wheat. The spread of 
two cents between May and July, which 
ruled during the early part of the week 
was reduced today to one cent a bushel. 

While no doubt the strength shown in 
the Winnipeg market was at least partial- 
ly accounted for by the sharp advance in 
Minneapolis May, it also was owing to the 
large sales which have been made for ex- 
port of late. Jas. Carruthers & Co. of To- 
ronto and Montreal report having sold 
since May 1 over 500,000 bus of Manitoba 
wheat for export. 

Sales have been made by other firms al- 
so, although not to this extent, but the ag- 
gregate of wheat and flour would make a 
fairly good showing, although undoubted- 
ly there is a good surplus of Manitoba 
wheat remaining, which it will be neces- 
sary to export. 

The ruling price for winter wheat dur- 
ing the week has been 95c, although one 
sale of five cars was reported at. 96c, and 
dealers claim they received 97c for odd 
cars. No doubt it was under special con- 
ditions; either to local millers or short 
haul. 

There is a general feeling of satisfaction 
among the grain dealers at the manner in 
which the Ontario millers have taken de- 
livery of the large quantities of Manitoba 
wheat which had been purchased for May 
shipment. It is estimated that there was 
more than one and a quarter million bush- 
els sold to the millers. A large portion of 
it would probably average over 10¢ a bu 
higher than the price at time of delivery, 
and yet there is not a single instance re- 
ported of a miller repudiating purchase. 
This speaks well of the high standing of 
the Ontario millers, and it is doubtful if 
any other commercial body could show as 
good a record under similar circumstances. 


MANITOBA WHEAT INSPECTED 


F. W. Thompson, vice-president and 
managing director of the Ogilvie Flour 
Mills Co., Ltd., was a visitor in the city 
this week. His estimate of the quantity 
of Manitoba wheat held west of the lakes 
differs very considerably from the report 
issued by Frank O. Fowler, secretary of 
the Northwest Grain Dealers’ Association, 
at Winnipeg, May 1. Mr. Thompson’s fig- 
ures, compiled from the best sources of in- 
formation available, are as follows: 

Bus 
... 33,822,600 


Inspected to April 30............ 
Shipments west, not inspected. 
Marketed at Winnipeg, not insp: 
Feed on farms, not inspected........ 
In store west of Winnipeg.... 

In transit, not inspected....... ne 
Milled west of Winnipeg to April 30.. 5.430.000 
Allowed for seed ...............+.+0+2++ 4,923,000 
In farmers’ hands yet to market ...... 2,500,000 


EN RACER OP EET POP OE re . 55,229,440 
This statement shows about 1,700,000 less 
in store at country points than Mr. Fowl- 






( 11,475,000 
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er’s estimate and 2,200,000 less in farmers’ 
hands yet to market. The principal differ- 
ence between the two estimates is found in 
the estimated crop figures of 55,250,000 and 
59, 750,000. 

Mr. Thompson says that the late sales of 
Manitoba wheat and flour for export have 
strengthened the position considerably, 
but as the price has now been shoved up 
again above an export basis, it is too high, 
for there is still a considerable surplus 
which will have to be exported before the 
new crop shall come in. 


CROP REPORTS 


The department of agriculture of Onta- 
rio has issued a bulletin based on the con- 
ditions prevailing May 10, according to 
which the outlook for the grain crop of 
Ontario is most promising. 

Fall wheat is said to have been sown 
under favorable conditions and there has 
been considerably less winter wheat killed 
this year than last. The cold winds in 
April were very trying to exposed fields, 
but the crop has picked up wonderfully 
since. The disappearance of the Hessian 
fly is one of the most gratifying features. 
The rye crop is reported to be in good con- 
dition. 

In this connection Thomas Martin, M. 
P., of Martin Bros., Mount Forest, says 
today that the crops east and west of To- 
ronto are looking very fine, but some 
fields in the Peterboro district are looking 
yellow and sickly. A. Dobson of Beaver- 
ton, who was here yesterday, says that 
crops never looked better on the Midland 
than at the present time. The late rains 
have improved appearances wonderfully. 


SHIPMENTS FROM LAKE PORTS 


J. D. Flavelle of the Flavelle Milling 
Co., Lindsay, George E. Goldie of the 
Goldie Milling Co., Ltd., Ayr, and Lin- 
coln .Goldie of the James Goldie Co., 
Guelph, representing the millers, accom- 
panied the deputation of the grain men 
who waited on C. E. Dewey, division 
freight agent Grand Trunk railway and 
M. C. Brown,-division freight agent Ca- 
nadian Pacific railway Tuesday to protest 
against a change which would involve 
serious additional expense in the ship- 
ment of Manitoba wheat without any 
compensating advantage. 

Mr. Flavelle pointed out very forcibly 
that the present system had been in force 
more than fifteen years, during which 
time it was acknowledged that the rail- 
roads had not lost a single dollar. This 
being the case, there was nothing to jus- 
tify a change which would result in Mani- 
toba wheat costing the miller a‘half-cent 
a bushel more. 

The railroads have lately shown their 
willingness to assist the milling industry 
by meeting to a great extent its wishes 
regarding change in freight rates, but 
part of this advantage would be lost if 
the proposed rule were put into effect, 
and the additional expense would not go 
into the pockets of the railroads, but into 
those banks and insurance companies. 

George E. Goldie called the attention of 
the railroad men to the narrow margin on 
which the export business was worked, 
showing that a half-cent a bushel would 
frequently prevent business being put 
through, and orders which might other- 
wise be secured by the Ontario millers 
would go to the millers of Manitoba or 
Montreal, who would not be subjected to 
the additional expense. Thus the railroads 
would lose entirely the earnings on this 
wheat, as shipments would be made from 
Ft. William by water. 

Lincoln Goldie said all agreed that the 
railroad should be protected, but the 
millers or dealers would be prepared to 
give a satisfactory guarantee tothe rail- 
roads protecting them against loss on any 
shipments ordered out by them. That the 
milling industry could not stand any un- 
necessary expense being added, especially 
to the cost of Manitoba wheat. 

The division freight agents appeared 
impressed by the seriousness of the case 
from the millers’ standpoint, and it is ex- 
pected that the matter will be satisfacto- 
rily arranged along the lines suggested. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


William Snider of Waterloo has returned 
froma visit to Gravenhurst, where he 
spent a short time looking after his lum- 
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ber interests at that point. While there he 
took a trip up the Muskoka lakes as far 
as Rosseau, accompanied by E. W. B. Sni- 
der, a miller at St. Jacobs, Ont. 


J. C. McKeggie, one of Canada’s oldest 


grain dealers, and who has a large number’ 


of buying points, leaves tonight for a visit 
of a few weeks to the old country, sailing 
from Quebec on Tuesday. He is going 
with F.C. Thompson, resident agent of 
the Head Line of steamers. He left for 
Montreal last night. 


Lincoln Goldie of the Jas. Goldie Co., 
Guelph, reports orders coming in more 
freely from the maritime provinces. An 
encouraging feature about the orders is 
that three out of four asked to have ship- 
ments hurried, showing that supplies on 
hand are becoming reduced. The slight 
hardening of the wheat market apparently 
encouraging the dealers to buy. 


N. H. Stevens of the Canada Flour Mills 
Co., Chatham, complains of the quality of 
the wheat which is being delivered 
in some cases on his purchases. For in- 
stance, he has received some No. 2 north- 
ern Manitoba wheat testing only 59 Ibs, 
whereas the government official standard 
sent by the chief inspector from Winnipeg 
last October, after standards were set, test- 
ed 59°; Ibs. Other deliveries of No. 2 north- 
ern which he has received have tested as 
high as61 lbs. He can not understand how 
wheat testing only 59 lbs could possibly 
have been inspected No. 2 northern. It is 
very likely that the article in the North- 
western Miller of May 17, entitled ‘‘British 
Millers and Certificate Final,’? may ac- 
count for the difference, and that in reali- 
ty the Canada Flour Mills Co. received 
only No. 3 northern, although the certi- 
ficate called for No.. 2 northern, and the 
error was made in trans-shipment; either 
in the elevators or on the boat or cars. 


CHARLES B. WATTS. 





Montreal 


Special Correspondence 


Although the American and Canadian 
spring wheat markets have shown much 
strength during the week and prices have 
been higher than they were a week ago, 
yet this important factor in the flour 
situation seems to have but little influence 
on the condition of the market, as the 
cutting in prices for spring wheat grades 
which has already been referred to in this 
department continues to be the main fea- 
ture and especially so at country points. 
In consequence, prices have been reduced, 
with sales of choice patents at $2.65@2.7 
and of strong clears at $2.50@2.55 a sack. 

At this reduction, however, there has 
been a steady improvement in the demand 
from all sources and although no heavy 
buying has been done, yet business has 
been fairly satisfactory and millers say 
the prospects are encouraging for a steady 
trade from now on, as supplies in second 
hands in some districts have been re- 
duced to a very low level. 

Advices from St. John, Nfid., during 
the week stated that the market was very 
dull, as most of the dealers were loaded 
up with stock they bought some time ago; 
therefore, the demand from this source 
is still somewhat limited and millers 
here do not look for much improvement 
in it in the near future. 

In choice Ontario winter flour, the feel- 
ing remains very steady owing to the fact 
that the offerings of such from millers 
are very limited and as stocks on spot are 
not large, holders have confidence in the 
situation and are not forcing sales. Sev- 
eral car lots of winter patents changed 
hands at $5.50@5.60 and of straight rollers 
at $5.15@5.25 per bbl. - 

The demand for spring wheat grades for 
export account continues very slow, and 
outside of what sales have taken place 
for shipment to South Africa, little has 
been done in this direction. The steam- 
ship Wyandotte, which sails for South 
Africa this week, will carry about 19,000 
sacks. 

London cables on Saturday reported the 
market firm at an advance of threepence, 
but at the same time stated that the de- 
mand had been checked by the higher 
prices. Canadian spring patents were 
quoted at 29@s29s 9d and strong clears at 
225 6d@24s. 


















WINTER WHEAT CROP PROSPECTS 


The Ontario government, in its report 
issued May 18, states that the lateness of 
the harvest of 1904 caused much of the fal] 
wheat to be sown a week or two after the 
usual time. However, the soil was in rath- 
er fine condition for seeding, and there was 
a good catch, although the cool weather 
late in the fall somewhat retarded the 
growth of the young plant. 

Taking the country over, the crop suf- 
fered less than usual from winter killing, 
The cold winds in April were very trying 
to fields in exposed places, but later the 
weather was more favorable and it picked 
up wonderfully. The prospects are now 
more encouraging. The disappearance of 
the Hessian fly, or rather the absence of 
any marked evidence of its presence, i< one 
of the most gratifying features of the re- 
port as to fall wheat. 


GRAIN ELEVATING COMPANY 


The adjourned annual meeting of {| 
Montreal Grain Elevating Co. was held 


last week in the company’s office. ‘he 
usual routine business was transacted, :ind 
the board of directors was unanimorsly 


re-elected. The directors are A. T. Pi cr- 
son, Alexander Macdougall, R. Red: 
Thomas A. Crane and B. McLennan. 


OCEAN GRAIN FREIGHTS 


A fair amount of business has been (one 
in ocean grain room for both heavy aud 
light graiu on local and. western acco int 
for May-June shipment. The marke’ is 
moderately active, with a steady ui:‘er- 
tone, and rates show no important chanze. 

The tone of the market for flour room 
has been stronger and rates show an ad- 
vance all round. 

Grain— Asking rates are as follows: 
Liverpool, 9d to 10'¢d May-June; London, 
ls 1¥d May-June; Avonmouth, Is d 
May-June; Manchester, 1s 14d May-June: 
Antwerp, Is 3d July; Belfast and Dub!i 
1s 9d July; Aberdeen, 2s June; Leith, 2s 
June; Cardiff, 1s 6d June; Havre, 2s.J ine. 

Flour— Asking rates are as follows: 
Liverpool, 7s 9d per ton; London, 8s; (lis 
gow, 9s 44d; Bristol, 10s; Belfast, 16s ¢d: 
Leith, 12s 6d; Aberdeen, 14s 3d; Dublin, 
lis 6d; Manchester, 8s 9d; Antwerp, 1' 

TuHomAs S. Ban 


Montreal, May 22. 





Manitoba 


Special Correspondence 


Flour has not changed in value since : 
week ago. The market seems very steaily. 
The element of competition is not so “p- 
parent at the present time as is sometilies 
the case. There is sufficient demand vo- 
ing to keep all the mills busy that have 
wheat to grind, sothere is not much in 
centive to rush things. As a matter ol 
fact, it seems more than likely that many 
of the mills in the country are not able to 
supply their orders. These things will e% 
plain in part the steadiness of prices. 

Now that seeding is finished and the 
weather is fine enough to dry the country 
roads, it would not be surprising if deli) 
eries of wheat at country mills should 
pick up fora while. Good prices are | 
ing offered and any farmers who ha‘ 
wheat to sell are likely to get it to marke! 
soony They will have a double incentis 
to do this, one in the good prices obta 
able for the wheat and the other in! 
scarcity of money which almost all 01 
farmers are now experiencing. Those w!: 
have a few bushels of wheat to sell « 
likely to let it go now for the sake of | 
ready cash. 

There is very little demand for flour |: 
shipment. As is only too well known 
the millers of this continent, the exp 
markets are all in a dull condition « 
are not asking for much flour. The m 
of western Canada are doing some bu 
ness with the Orient and some with t 
West Indies and South Africa, but t 
does not amount to yery much just 
present. 

Best patents are selling here today : 
mills and storage houses at $2.85 per sal 
of 98 lbs, seconds at $2.65, first bakers 
clears) at $2.50, and seconds at $#2.05(@2. 
all for jobbing quantities. The regul: 
trade discount is 10¢ per sack. Flour 
not sold by the barrel in this market. | 

The market for chopped and millfec: 
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is steady. There is not the usual large 
demand for these at the moment owing t 
the state of the country roads. Far 
have not been able to move around 
since the rains and in fact all clagSes of 
vehicular traffic have been about sySpend- 
ed for ten days or more. 
Bran is selling here today at $A per ton 
delivered to the trade, shorfs at $16, 
chopped oats at $26, barley $20, yhixed bar- 
ley and oats $25. 














WHEAT 


Crop prospects are the governing factor 
in the wheat market. The whole Ameri- 
can situation is under review daily and 
all adverse reports have their effect upon 
prices here. This is so to a greater extent 
than usual. Our crop is always the last 
one to come into the market and it is in- 
fluenced in price by everything that in- 
fluences other markets. 

The strength of the Minneapolis market 
was felt here last week to its full extent. 
There was quite a renewal of activity. 
The shipping demand does not amount 
to much, of course, but there is a fair 
amount of option trading. 

Stocks of wheat at lake terminals are now 
300,000 bus less than at the same time last 
yeay, and the movement from country 
points is very much less than last year, 
so that there is not much actual wheat to 
traie in. So far as the millers are con- 
cerned the situation is very much strong- 
er {an even this calculation shows, as the 
proportion of this visible supply which is 
fit ‘or milling is small. 

the close of the week cash No. 1 
nor:hern was selling at 92c, No. 2 north- 
ern »t 881¢c, No. 8 northern at 82%¢c, May 
91. «, July 921¢c, October 78c, all in store 
lak. terminals. o 

WEATHER AND CROPS 


Te week has been almost ideal for the 


crops. There were some showers of rain 
during its earlier part, but most of the 
time it has been bright and warm. Both 


the :ailway companies have published bul- 
leti:s from all points on their lines and 
these were almost unvaryingly favorable. 
The only suggestion made was that in one 
or two places it was not quite warm 


encugh. This has no doubt been remedied 
by ‘his time, as the temperature has gone 
up to summer levels since. 

The wheat fields are now showing quite 
green and on many early fields the plant 


covers the ground. 

‘he area under wheat has been given by 
one good authority as 4,250,000 acres and 
by another as 4,500,000 acres. It is likely 
that the lower estimate will be found 
never the mark. That area with an aver- 
age yield will give about 80,000,000 bus of 
spring wheat in western Canada this year. 

In addition to this quantity of spring 
wheat it is expected that the province of 
Alberta will raise 2,000,000 bus of fall 
wheat. There will also be a small quanti- 
ty of fall wheat in Manitoba. 


NOTES 


The flour mill at Plum Coulee, Man., 
owned by W. Peters, has been thoroughly 
overhauled and new machinery installed 
where necessary. 

Turner & McMichael are arranging for 
the construction of a 100-bb] flour mill, with 
the latest and most modern machinery, at 
Melfort, Sask. 

The plans for the new flour mill at Bois- 
sevain have been drawn, and tenders are 
asked for the erection of the building. The 
walls will be either brick or cement. 

It was announced in Winnipeg this week 
that S. A. McGaw of the Lake Huron & 
Manitoba Milling Co. of Goderich, Ont., 
and the A. Kelly Milling Co. of Brandon, 
Man., will unite in the erection of a large 
flour mill at Winnipeg. Further particu- 
lars are not obtainable at the moment, but 
this much has been settled. 

The Canadian Pacific Railway Co. has 
ordered a steam turbine generator for the 
power plant at its Fort William elevators. 
This engine will be in addition to the two 
now installed there and will bring the to- 
tal available power up to approximately 
2,100 electrical horsepower, all of which 
will be utilized in the C. P. R. grain hapn- 


dling plant. 
Bes. A. H. BAILEY. 
Winnipeg, Man., May 22. 





_©. 8. Christensen Co., Madelia, Minn: 
Crop conditions in our locality are excel- 
lent. Wedo not remember that we ever 
saw them better at this time of year. In- 
dications are that we will have a good 
crop; of course it isa little early to pre- 
dict the final outcome. Demand for flour 
li Inst week fair; we sold some domestic 
for immediate shipment. Customers ap- 
pear to be buying very sparingly and for 
quick shipment only. We believe that 
should the market “become steady we 
Would be able to do business, as in our 
Jucement stocks are low. No local wheat 


Moving, Roads have been bad during the 
two weeks, so it has been impossible 
' farmers to haul. We believe that with 
«1 weather some wheat will be market- 


= as from what we can learn quite a lit- 
‘ 


last 
fo 


is held by farmers. 









NO. 2 WHEAT 


Making it Deliverable on Future Con- 
tracts in Minneapolis, with 
Proper Differential 


At this time, when an attempt is ap- 
parently being madeto control May wheat 
in the Minneapolis market, much interest 
attaches to the old question of making 
No. 2 wheat deliverable on future contracts 
at an agreed difference between No. 1 
northern, the present contract grade, and 
No. 2. The Minneapolis Chamber of Com- 
merce has on two previous occasions voted 
against such action. The elevator mén 
favored it, but the millers did not, the lat- 
ter contending that it would tend to lower 
the intrinsic value of the milling grade 
of wheat. In the last two years, witha 
poor quality of wheat to handle and the 
proportion of No. 1 northern small, it has 
been in the power of speculators to more 
easily control the market than usual, and 
elevator operators have found it a preca- 
rious business to ‘‘hedge’’ accumulations 
of wheat which they owned and were 
carrying for.future delivery. 

Operations in May wheat this year have 
been detrimental to not only the elevator 
companies but the millers and grain men 
in general. By reason of the ‘‘congested’’ 
condition of the May future, business 
has been deranged and fraught with un- 
usual hazard. And a similar condition 
may develop in the July future. 

The state of the market since Jan. 1, 
has drawn special attention to the ques- 
tion of making No. 2 deliverable on future 
contracts. The Duluth Board of Trade 
last week voted in favor of such a rule, 
applicable after Sept. 1, and the matter is 
again being given attention by the Min- 
neapolis Chamber of Commerce. 

Naturally, the views of outside millers 
of the northwest havea bearing on the 
subject, and the Northwestern Miller, in 
response to a request for an expression 
from them, up to date has received the 
following replies: 

G. M. Heath, manager Listman Mill 
Co., La Crosse, Wis: We have no hesitancy 
in expressing our opinion with regard to 
making No. 2 wheat deliverable on future 
contracts, with a proper differential, but 
the quality should be materially higher 
than the grade now known as No. 2, and 
the rules defining this grade should be 
very carefully and specifically drawn. We 
think a differential of 5c per bu would be 
the proper one, but it is possible that a 
smaller one than this would be more just 
to the elevator interests, inasmuch as the 
millers would insist upon the grade being 
distinctly higher than the wheat now 
represented by No. 2in the Minneapolis 
market. It is a fact that most of the 
wheat now delivered as No. 2, is very un- 
attractive and of inferior quality, from a 
miller’s standpoint. It may have the re- 
quired test weight, but it is so mixed 
with inferior and objectionable wheat as 
to render it as undesirable for milling 
purposes, as is much of the ‘‘no 
grade’’ on the market. This is not as it 
should be. The making of No. 2 wheat 
deliverable upon future contracts in the 
Minneapolis market is of importance, 
both to the milling and elevator business, 





‘it would improve and broaden the present 


market, by making contracts in that mar- 
ket safer, and, therefore, more attractive. 
While it may be attractive to the specula- 
tor to ‘‘corner’’ the Minneapolis market 
under present conditions, it would very 
likely prove unattractive and impossible 
to ‘‘corner’’ it were it made practicable to 
deliver No. 2 wheat on future contracts. 
It is possible that the position of the mill- 
ers and the views of the elevator men can 
not be made to harmonize, but if they 
can, there is no question about the result 
proving mutually beneficial and to the 
Minneapolis market as a whole. 

W. H. Stokes, president W. H. Stokes 
Milling Co., Watertown, 8. D: I think it 
would be a good thing to have No. 2 
wheat deliverable on future contracts, at 
a proper differential, in the Minneapolis 
market. I think that anything that can 
be done to stop cornering wheat and to 
have business done on a safe basis, would 
be beneficial to all legitimate trade. 

Benjamin Stockman, manager New 
Ulm,(Minn.) Roller Mill Co: We consider 
it is desirable to make No. 2 wheat deliv- 
erable on future contracts in Minneapo- 
lis, with proper differential, as we hold 
that any regulation which will eliminate 
speculation and make the market a safer 
one for hedging purposes, is to the advan- 
tage of the miller, the elevator companies 
and to farmers. We believe that all grades 
of milling wheat might be delivered on 
contracts ata fair differential, and that 
such a rule would simplify the buying of 
wheat in the country. 

H. H. King, manager Sheffield-King 
Milling Co., Minneapolis: We are very 
much in favor of making a change in the 
contract grade. We will go just a little 
farther than proposed and advocate that 
instead of making No. 2 wheat deliverable 
on contracts at a differential, we would 
make it the contract grade. As the matter 
stands at present, there is too much chance 
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for manipulation, and consequently for at 
least six months of the year we are out of 
line with all other markets. 

D. F. Chandler Milling Co., St. Charles, 
inn: We believe in making No. 2 wheat 
liverable on future contracts in the Min- 
polis market at a differential of 5c 
pe¥ bu, the same to take effect next Sep- 
tember at the beginning of the next crop. 
erdeen (S. D.) Mill Co: We are in fa- 
f making No. 2 wheat deliverable on 














that is not enough, put No. 3 wheat 
reasonable differential. The specu- 
have been running things long 







A. Dunn, manager for W. C. Leis- 
, Grafton, N. D: We certainly feel 
that a ruling should be passed making No. 
2 wheat deliverable on future contracts in 
the Minneapolis market, with proper dif- 
ferential. The differential should be the 
actual difference, or as near to it as possi- 
ble, between the value of No. 2 and No 1. 
for milling purposes. A ruling of this 
kind would assist considerably in prevent- 
ing ‘‘corners’’ and especially so when the 
quantity of No. 1 is very limited. It would 
undoubtedly mean a steadier market for 
the higher grades. 

Lanesboro (Minn.) Milling Co: Re- 
garding the making of No. 2 wheat deliv- 
erable on future contracts, we think it 
would be fair under certain conditions. 
What the differential should be, we do not 
undertake to specify. 

Lake Crystal (Minn.) Milling Co: We 
favor making No. 2 deliverable on future 
contracts, with a differential of 2c, as we 
believe it would be a benefit to the milling 
business. 

Drayton (N. D.) Milling Co: Would pre- 
fer to see No. 2 wheat deliverable on future 
contracts, at 4c differential. 

Goodhue Mill Co., Cannon Falls, Minn: 
When we buy future wheat, we want No. 
1, and nothing else. We favor no change 
in the rule. 

H. S. Lewis, manager Mapleton (Minn. ) 
Milling Co: We are strongly in favor of 
No. 2 wheat being accepted in lieu of No. 1, 
with a differential, as contract wheat on 
the Minneapolis exchange and on all ex- 
changes throughout the country. We are 
not wise enough to say what the differen- 
tial should be, but from the writer’s 
knowledge, it should be around 5c. 

Henry Meyer, manager’ Rush City 
(Minn.) Roller Mills: We believe that were 
No. 2 wheat allowed to be delivered on fu- 
ture contracts at a proper differential, the 
result would be beneficial to the millers, 
as it would have a tendency to keep the 
price of wheat on a normal basis and to 
prevent ‘‘corners.’’ The difference in price 
should be about the actual value between 
the two grades for milling purposes. 

H. G. Spear, Minnesota Flour Mill Co., 
Minneapolis: We believe that No.2 wheat 
test weight not less than 56's lbs, free 
from smut, bin burnt and soft wheat and 
reasonably clean, would be acceptable on 
future contract at 5c discount. 

S. Stewart, Morris, Minn: Admitting 
No. 2 wheat for delivery on future con- 
tracts would, we think, work to the bene- 
fit of everyone, except to those attempting 
to corner the market. The actual differ- 
ence to the miller between No. 1 and No. 2 
northern wheat in milling value does not 
exceed 3c a bu. 

W. B. Windsor, Fergus Flour Mills Co., 
Fergus Falls, Minn: We are heartily in 
favor of making No. 2 wheat deliverable 
on future contracts in the Minneapolis 
market at the usual differential. The 
manipulation of the wheat market in Min- 
neapolis, particularly during the past 
year, has had more to do with the dull 
flour trade, than any other factor, and if 
it is possible, we would like to see it 
stopped. 

Mills not caring to have their names 
used, express themselves as below: 

Mill of 700 bbls: We believe No. 2 wheat 
should be deliverable on future contracts 
in the Minneapolis market, with a differ- 
ential of 5c per bu. 

Mill of 700 bbls> We are not so situ- 
ated so we can buy wheat on the Minne- 
apolis market and take delivery on fu- 
ture contracts. However, it would ap- 
pear to us that it would be a good thing 
to make No. 2 wheat deliverable on fu- 
ture contracts. Our view in the matter 
is that Minneapolis speculators on the last 
few crops have cornered the markets on 
contract wheat, so it is practically impos- 
sible for spring wheat millers to do busi- 
ness. In the last year we have been badly 
handicapped on account of Minneapolis 
being higher than any other. We have 
suffered a loss in trade in consequence and 
we believe that by making No. 2 wheat de- 
liverable, it will give them less chance to 
manipulate the market, as with No. 1, and 
No. 2 wheat deliverable, it will hold the 
market down where it ought to be. Think 
that 8c or 4c would be a sufficient differ- 
ence. The nearer that No. 2 is to No. 1 the 
harder it will be for the manipulators to 
control the market. 

Large Iowa mill: We certainly think it 
would be desirable to make No. 2 wheat 
deliverable on future contracts in Minne- 
apolis at a certain differential. - 

The manager of a 1,500-bbl Minnesota 
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mill says: We favorthe proposition. The 
bulk of wheat raised in the northwest is 
No. 2, and the actual difference in milling 
value between this and No. 1, does not ex- 
ceed 2c. Should No. 2 be made the deliver - 
able grade on future contracts, it would 
prevent ‘‘corners’’ and ‘‘squeezes’’ such as 
we are now having and have had more or 
less of in the past two or three years, due 
largely to the scarcity of the contract 
grade, and to manipulation by two or 
three heavy dealers. It goes without ar- 
gument that this is very injurious to le- 
gitimate business, both milling and eleva- 
tor. 

Minnesota mill of 1,000 bbls: We favor 
allowing delivery of No. 2 wheat on future 
contracts at a difference of 5c or 6c per bu. 

A six-hundred-barrel Minnesota mill 
says: We favor the proposition very 
much, as it certainly would have a tend- 
ency to obviate liquidation and squeez- 
ing, to a good extent. While we are not 
in position to say what the differential 
should be—we think it should not exceed 
five cents. 

A northern mill of 500 bbls capacity 
says: We are of the opinion that the con- 
tract grade of wheat should remain 1 
northern, both in Minneapolisand Duluth, 
but that 2 northern should apply on con- 
tracts with a proper differential. Just 
what this differential should. be, we are 
not prepared to say. However, we think 
it is necessary, in order to avoid manipula- 
pe of the market, that this change be 
made. 


BAKERY NEWS 


James G. Simpson, Los Angeles, Cal., 
has patented a dough-raising apparatus. 





ST. LOUIS 

John E. McKinney, president of the Mc- 
Kinney Bread Co., of this city has returned 
from a Mediterranean trip. 

The Colonial Biscuit Co. of Philadel- 
phia, Pa., has registered with the patent 
office as a trade-mark applying to crack- 
ers, cookies, cakes, biscuits, bread and 
pies, the letters, ‘‘C. B. C.”’ 

Emil Staehle, general manager of Wer- 
ner & Pfleiderer, manufacturers of knead- 
ing and mixing machines, Saginaw, 
Mich., has been in Minneapolis for a cou- 
ple of days, installing one of his firm’s 
machines in Regan Bros’. bakery. 

F. Hattersley of the F. Hattersley Bro- 
kerage & Commission Co., and Adolph 
Boettler of the Welle-Boettler Bakery Co., 
of St. Louis are spending a vacation at 
French Lick Springs, Ind. They will re- 
turn this week. 

A new flour blender has been installed 
in the Welle-Boettler Bakery Co. of St. 
Louis, which is understood to be one of the 
first of its kind used in any bakery in this 
country. It is manufactured by an Eng- 
lish company. The principal advantages 
claimed for the machine consist of the 
small amount of space that it occupies, 
and a reduction in the cost of blending. 

The few bakeries in St. Louis that oper- 
ate under the union scale of wages have 
been asked to sign a contract for another 
year. It is understood they have refused 
to comply with this request of the union, 
as they wish to conduct an open shop, as 
do most of their competitors. Unless this 
contract is signed by a stated time, the 
employees in these few bakeries threaten 
to strike. As nearly all the bakers in 
St. Louis conduct open shops, a strike of 
this kind would be of no serious incon- 
venience, and it is thought that those bak- 
ers who now run union bakeries could very 
easily become open shops, if they desired 
to do so. 

THE UNCONVINCED BAKER 

A Wisconsin baker who uses a spring 
wheat patent claimed to be a 70 per cent— 
flour, which brings an exceptionally good 
price, recently received a sample of flour 
offered at a low figure by a small Dakota 
mill. The baker examined it carefully and 
was favorably impressed with it, largely 
owing to the low quotation named. He 
wrote to ask the miller, in a confidential 
way, what percentage of patent the flour 
was. 

The letter missed the miller, who had 
left on an eastern trip, but was received by 
a new office clerk, who, thinking that the 
larger the figure of percentage the better, 
replied: ‘*The flour is the best patent on 
the market and is a 98-per-cent grade.”’ 

When the miller returned and saw the 
correspondence he immediately took steps 
to right matters by throwing the blame on 
the stenographer ‘‘who had made a seri- 
ous error in the figures and had written 
98 per cent instead of 78 per cent.’’ 

But the baker could not see it that way 
for, on referring to the letter, he found 
not only the figures but the amount, 
spelled out in full. 





Lake Crystal (Minn.) Milling Co: Crop 
prospects in this vicinity are only fair. 
The good weather of the last few days 
has made an improvement in the situa- 
tion. Wheat movement is about normal. 
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The flour market has rapidly advanced 
in asking prices on spring patents, while 


buyers have been ‘‘left at the post.’’ 
Fancy spring wheat flour was put up to 
$6.40, and asking prices ranged all tbe 
way from about $5.75 up, according to the 
patent and the reputation. 

Buyers appear to be pretty well filled up 
at the old low prices of the opening of the 
month, and were anxious to sell flour 
rather than buy it. A representative who 
was held to $6.40, was bid $5.50 on Friday 
and he endeavored to split the difference 
with the buyer, with absolutely no result. 
A little scattered business has been done, 
of course, and moderately high prices 
have been paid for small lots, but 
sales have been in the truck-load and 
broken carload variety, rather than of the 
round-lot variety. 

Buyers and sellers were really from 25c 
to 60c apart at the close of the week, and 
there was no disposition on the part of 
the buyers to get any nearer. The mills, 
of course, were influenced by the advance 
in wheat prices in the northwest, and 
had to put up the price of flour, but the 
buyers would not be stampeded by the 
scare of the wheat shorts, and failed to 
come in. 

In clears, the trade has been very dull, 
but there has been almost no improvement 
in the market. Quotations are nominally 
a little higher, but with no business do- 
ing. 

Winter wheat flour has been advanced 
a little. It is possible to get 5c more 
money than a week ago, and in extreme 
cases 10c more, but it is extremely hard to 
sell the flour, and asa rule the market is 
very little better to sell on than it has 
been for some time. 

Kansas flour is very irregular. With the 
talk about damage in the southwest, 
some of the mills have put up asking 
prices as high as $5.10 on straights, or so- 
called patents, and most of them want 
from $4.80 up, in sacks, but there has been 
very little additional price paid, and the 
local market is about $4.70@4.80 for these 
flours in sacks. 

Clears have been irregular: some mills 
have absolutely refused to make trades at 
the prices bid. Others have accepted, and 
offered to sell more at the quotations 
made. Clears have sold around $4@4.10, 
but at the close of the week there was very 
little doing, and, naturally, buyers were 
holding off on the break in the wheat 
market. 

TRADE DINNER 

The flour receivers and mill representa- 
tives of the New York Produce Exchange 
will give a trade dinner Tuesday evening, 
May 23, at the new Hotel Astor. The din- 
ner will be for the purpose of receiving 
and discussing a proposition to be made 
by the Flour Jobbers’ Association of New 
York City, and to take such action there 
on as may seem to the best interests of the 
flour trade. 

A large number of invitations have 
been sent out, and it is expected that the 
dinner will be a very successful affair. 
The invitations were printed on bolting- 
cloth, and were gotten up in an extremely 
attractive form. Otto Neustadt is the 
chairman of the committee. 

The topics to be discussed, it is under- 
stood, will be those of mutual interest 
to the trade, not only those pertaining to 
the Produce Exchange but to many ques- 
tions of handling and delivering of flour. 

For some time the tendency of both the 
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jobbers and receivers has been uninten- 
tionally to intrude upon each other’s ter- 
ritory, and it is hoped that this dinner 
will result in a more harmonious arrange 
ment of business interests and one in 
which the interests of each will be most 
jealously guarded by the other. 


FINANCIAL QUESTION 


There was a big meeting of the members 
of the Produce Exchange in the board of 
managers’ room on Wednesday. The meet- 
ing was for the purpose of discussing and 
disposing of a petition asking for action 
to be taken whereby the immense expense 
of the exchange might be curtailed The 
last annual report of the exchange showed 
an income of $323,278, against $378,067 the 
preceding year, and an expense account of 
$300,857, against $281,800. 

Many of the members came to the meet- 
ing imbued with the idea that they would 
discuss the question of utilizing, to the 
best advantage of the = members, 
the immense equity in the property of the 
exchange. When it was found that this 
could not be properly discussed, under the 
call for the meeting, the meeting ad- 
journed and another call was prepared. A 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 23, 
to discuss the question proposed. 


DECISION OF COMMERCE COMMISSION 


In trade interests, the decision of the in- 
terstate commerce commission, announced 
this last week, is the most important one 
which has been before the Produce Ex- 
change for a long time. This decision is 
directly against the interests of New York 
grain merchants, and directly against the 
interests of New York millers. 

The Produce Exchange has for years been 
fighting the differential question, as far as 
it applied to the all-rail rate, and recently 
has been fighting the ex-lake differentials. 

The decision of the commission re-af- 
firms the all-rail differential and concedes 
to the outports a differential on ex-lake 
grain of three cents per bushel. Previous- 
ly the outports have had no differential on 
ex-lake grain. They asked for four cents 
per bushel] and received three cents. 

The only thing which is in favor of New 
York commission men is in flour, on 
which there is no differential on ex-lake 
stuff, but this is directly against the New 
York mills, as they will be compelled to 
pay the differential on the grain, and yet 


.compete in the flour with western flour on 


which there is no differential. 

The decision is of course directly in fa- 
vor of the outports on the grain and of the 
western mills, against New York mills on 
the flour. 

CROP CONDITIONS 


Crop reports from the eastern districts 
continue excellent. There have been good 
rains all over the middle states and Vir- 
ginia, and the promise of the vn has been 
improved. It was getting somewhat dry in 
a few sections before the rains, but the 
country has had a thorough soaking, and 
the weather has become settled and warm- 
er. 

NOTES AND PERSONALS 


George Fien of the Macauley-Fien Mill- 
ing Co., Rochester, N. Y., was here last 
Saturday. 


J. C. Ellis of Globe Mills, Camillus, 
N. Y., was in New York City the latter 
part of last week. 


The Eagle Roller Mill Co. has moved its 
offices here to more spacious quarters in 
the Produce Exchange Annex. 


J. R. Bill of Bill, Bell & Co., Ogdens- 
burg, N. Y., was here the latter half of 
the week calling on the trade. 


There has been quite a good export busi 
ness in oats again this week. The buying 
has been of both mixed and white oats, 
and included quite a percentage of the 
sales for France. 


Charles Donnelly, president of the Pitts- 
burgh (Pa.) Milling Co., who was unfor- 
tunate enough to be in the recent wreck 
on the Pennsylvania railroad, in which so 
many people were killed, is recovering 
rapidly from the injuries he received, and 
& expected to be about again in a few 

ays. 


A letter received from H. B. Tasker of 
Tasker & Co., London, states that the 
writer had so good atime at last year’s 
Federation Mass Convention, that he in- 
tends to come over to attend the one to be 


held this year at Kansas City. He will 
sail on the Umbria, May 27. This should 
be an example for some of the stay-at- 
homes in this country, and one well worth 
following. 

: A. L. RUSSELL. 


Baltimore 


Special Correspondence 

There was a light business in flour last 
week. The rapid advance in wheat and 
equally rapid advance in spring wheat 
flour effectually settled all chance for 
business and the little done was mostly iu 
winter patent and straight, the prices of 
which advanced but little. Buyers simply 





‘ have stood aloof and are out of the mar-’ 


ket for a time on spring patents. Any sale 
of this grade was either a re-sale of spot 
goods at less than mill prices or some cut 
rate by a miller eager to sell. 

There is still a good deal of rejected 
flour in this market seeking buyers and 
offering away below the prices mills are 
asking for ries and hard winter; so 
chances are small for doing business at 
present prices on these grades. 

With winters, the case is different, sales 
being made at but small advances over 
low figures and there has been more dis- 
position to trade. City mills advanced 
all eigen during the week. 

The sales and offerings to the wholesale 
trade include spring patent, $5.60@5.85; 
spring straight, $5.35@5.60; spring clear, 
$3.75@4; hard winter patent, $505.13; 
hard winter straight, $4.85@5; hard win- 
ter clear, $3.60@3.75; winter patent, $5.10 
(@5.25; winter straight, $4.70@4.85; winter 
clear, $4.55@4.70; all per 196 lbs in wood. 

City mills report a fair domestic de- 
mand, but no export demand. Their flour 
output for the week was about 2,500 bbls. 

The clearances of flour last week were 
3.302 bbls; - receipts, also principally for 
shipment, 21,064. 

The exports of flour for the week were: 
Hamburg, 2,252 bbls; Rotterdam 337; 
Marsh Harbor, 71; Tarpun Bay, 40; Long 
Island, 20; and coastwise, 582. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


It has been definitely decided by the C. 
A. Gambrill Mfg. Co. to build its new 
mill at Ellicott City. 

The decision of the interstate commerce 
commission regarding the grain and flour 
differentials, formed a general topic of 
discussion on the floor of the Chamber of 
Commerce this last week and the members 
generally expressed themselves as pleased 
with it. 

L, Deetjen, manager of the Daisy Roller 
Mills, Milwaukee, Wis; J. H. Cook of 
Gregory Cook & Co., Commander Mills, 
Duluth, Minn., and G. I. Toevs, president 
and manager of the Lindsborg (Kansas) 
Milling & Elevator Co., were in Baltimore 
during the week. 

WILLIAM E. BAITZELL. 

Baltimore, Md., May 22. 


Philadelphia 


Special Correspondence 


There was an advance of 10@20c per bbl 
in mill limits on flour due to the rise in 
wheat, but buyers refused to follow the 
rising views of manufacturers and there 
were sufficient relatively cheap second- 
hand flours on the market to satisfy the 
requirements of the trade. 

ales of spring patent were mostly at 
$5.40@5.65 per 196 lbs in wood and, while 
mill limits in many cases were above 
these figures, they were hard to exceed in 
competition with second-hand flours. 
Clear and straight were dull and largely 
nominal at $3.85(@4.25 for the former and 
at $5@5.35 for the latter, both per 196 lbs 
in wood. 

Kansas flours were in small supply and 
found little inquiry. Prices were quoted 
at $4.25@4.50 for clears, $4.90@5.10 for 
straight and $5.10@5.40 for patent, all per 
196 lbs in sacks. 

Winter flours were dull with transac- 
tions mostly in nearby stock, which was 
available on a basis of $4.60@4.75 for 
straight and $5@5.25 for patent, both per 
196 lbs in wood, with some favorite sten- 
cils held at higher figures. : 

The city mills report a quiet trade and 
no So eghna change in prices. Sales of 
straight were made at $4.65@4.85 and of 
patent at $5@5.25 per 196 lbs in wood, with 
exceptional sales of very fancy brands to 
the country trade at-$5.50@5.75. 


KEYSTONE ELEVATOR CASE 


A conference of the grain committee of 
the Commercial Exchange with John B. 
Thayer, fifth vice-president of the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad Co., was held May 18, 
with reference to the management of the 
Reyetone Elevator Co. at North Philadel- 
phia. 

The committee had demanded that the 
control of the elevator should be taken out 
of the hands of Harvey C. Miller, who is 
a member of a grain firm competing with 
other firms using the terminal, and that 
it should be assumed by the railroad com- 
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pany and the business conducted the 
same as at other public warehouses, 

At the conference, the Exchange was 
represented by James B. Canby, L. G 
Graff, George G. Omerly, E. L: Rogers. 
Charles J. String and Secretary Charles 
F. Saunders. : 

The railroad officials announced that 
Mr. Miller had retired from the presidency 
of the company and that Walter F. Ha. 
gar, ex-president of the Commercial Ex. 
change, had been appointed in his place, 
Mr. Hagar is a shipping merchant, but 
fully acquainted with the details of the 
grain business, and as he has no personal 
interest in the grain trade, it was assumed 
that his control of the elevator would be 
satisfactory to the exchange. 

The railroad company has appointed R. 
M. Richardson, formerly in the employ 
of L. F. Miller & Son, as the new super- 
intendent of the elevator. It is probable 
that in a short time the elevator will be 
made a ‘‘regular’’ delivery point under 
the rules of the Commercial Exchange, 
and that the right to grain inspections 
recently denied to the company, will be 
restored. 


NOTES 


The steamship Kybfels, which arrived 
here on May 6, brought 12,000 bales of bur 
laps for John T. Bailey & Co. 

J. Henry Duche, who for over thirty 
years has acted as assistant to the secre- 
tary of the Board of Trade, died May 15. 

The decision of the interstate commerce 
commission with reference to the differen- 
tials, sustaining the case of Philadelphia 
and Baltimore, is much appreciated by |o- 
cal grain and shipping merchants. — 

Samuel C. Woolman, Harvey C. Miller, 
A. J. Stites and J. B. Pultz have been ap- 
pointed a committee to attend the sessions 
of the grain dealers’ national association 
to be held at Niagara Falls June 2 ani 3. 

Crop reports in this locality were more 
favorable as a result of the increased rain- 
fall. The seeding of oats and corn has pyro- 
gressed, while winter wheat and rye show 
a good stand. Pastures are making \ig- 


.orous growth and garden truck and fruit 


show a favorable outlook. 

George R. Dilkes, president and George 
B. Gaither, traffic manager of the South- 
ern Steamship Co., have gone to Tanipa, 
Florida to interest southern shippers in 
the Philadelphia serviee, and to further 
the interests of the line. Another vessel 
will soon be added to the service. 

The board of directors of the Commer- 
cial Exchange adopted the following at its 
meeting last week: ‘‘Whereas, the Com- 
mercial Exchange of Philadelphia has been 
advised that a-revision of the German im- 
port tariff on breadstuffs will become ef- 
fective on March 1, 1906, pursuant to which 
the duty on maize will be raised from 16 
marks per 1,000 kilogrammes to 30 marks 
per 1,000 kilogrammes, and the duty on 
barley will at the same time be reduced 
from 20 marks to 13 marks per 1,000 kilo- 
grammes, and whereas the effect of said 
change in tariff would be a serious dis- 
crimination against the importation of 
American corn in favor of Russian barley, 


. and whereas the exportation of corn from 


the United States has for many years been 
larger to Germany, directly and indirect- 
ly, than to any foreign country, excepting 
only Great Britain, amounting on an aver- 
age to 30 per cent or upwards of the total 
uantity of this cereal exported; therefore 
Resolved, that this exchange respectfully 
petition the United States department 0! 
state to take such action, in its wisdom, 
as will bring to the attention of the Ger- 
man governemnt, the injustice of the pro- 
posed new tariff to American interests aud 
induce such modification in its provisions 
as will permit our exporters, particularly 
of corn, to compete, as heretofore, in the 
markets of the German Empire.”’ 
SAMUEL S. DANIELS. 
Philadelphia, May 22. 





W. B. Windsor, secretary Fergus Flour 
Mills Co., Fergus Falls, Minn: Crops 1» 
our territory are good. Seeding was all 
done early and it was feared that the co d 
weather might do damage, but it seems 
to be coming along nicely. All the 1% 
ports we get are that the plant has #0 
exceptionally good root and is very prom- 
ising. Flour is exceedingly dull. Present 
wheat prices are certainly too high in 
Minneapolis, in comparison with othe! 
markets and we find it impossible to s u 
flour in eastern markets. Have a lov 
demand for all] the feed we are making. 


H. liggted Mi manager Northwester 





Consolidated Milling Co., Minneapolis: 
Flour sales for the week were fairly sati-- 
factory, confined wholly to domestic m:'- 
kets. It has been difficult of late to se:! 
first clear for export. ~ However, the hoiie 
demand for it has improved wonderfu''s 
and the price has advanced about 25c prt 
bbl within the week. The _ presei'l 
range of wheat prices is far too high. 
There is absolutely no chance for selline 
patent abroad and the domestic trade | 
purchasing for its immediate requit - 
ments only. 
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May 24, 1905 
CONVENTION PROGRAMME 


Secretary Jamme of the Millers’ Nation- 
al Federation has announced the E maa 
gramme-for the Mass Convention at Kan- 
sas City, June 7, 8and 9. It follows: 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7 

Morning—10 :30 o’clock. 

|. Call to order. 

II. Rollcall by organizations and states. 

III. Welcome by Hon. J. H. Neff, may- 
or of Kansas City. 

IV. Response by President Espenschied. 

\. President’s Address. 

VI. Announcement of Standing Com- 
mittees. 

Adjournment for Luncheon. 

Afternoon—2 o’clock. 

!. Call to order. 

if. Report of Secretary, Millers’ Na- 
tional Federation. 

‘'{. Report of Traffic Manager, Millers’ 
Na:ional Federation. 

Crop Statistics of Kansas, Hon. F. 
(ce urn, secretary Kansas Department of 
Av: iculture, Topeka, Kansas. 
Discussion. 
. Influence of Seed and Soil upon the 
Q.. ‘ity and Yield of Wheat, Harry Sny- 
de. B. S., Minnesota Experiment Station, 
A: icultural College, University of Min- 


a. 
I. Discussion. 
II. Improvement in Hard Winter 
W at, T. L. Lyon, Agriculturist and As- 
so ite Director Experiment Station, Uni- 
ve ty of Nebraska. 

Discussion. 

What can the Miller do Toward Im- 
pr cement in Yield and Quality of Wheat, 
Us Dunwoody, secretary and treasurer 
B: .d-Dunwoody Milling Co., Joplin, Mo. 
_ +. The Local Organization; Its Ob- 
je and Benefits, John J. Bartlett, sec- 
rey Millers’ Club of Nebraska, Omaha, 


I. , Discussion. 
II. Grading and Testing of Wheat 
au its Relation to Milling Value, David 


A. erson,- secretary Noblesville (Ind.) 
M: ‘ng Co. 

V. Discussion. 

\djournment. 


WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 7 
itertainment offered by Kansas City 
to 's guests. Minstrel Performance, Wil- 
li Vood Theatre, by Kansas City Rail- 
rc Club Minstrels, 8 o’clock. Smoking 
Concert, Coates House, 10:30 o’clock. 
THURSDAY, JUNE 8 
iorning—10 :30 o’clock. 

'. Call to order. 

I. Extension of Contract Grades, Ed- 
yar H. Evans of Geo. T. Evans & Son, 
Iudianapolis, Ind., Chairman Standing 
Committee. 

fl. Discussion. 

_1V. Cost of Manufacture and Its Rela- 
tiou to Flour Values, H. M. Allen, general 
manager the Allen & Wheeler Co., Troy, 
Ohio; E. D, Lysle, vice-president and 
secretary Kelly & Lysle Milling Co., Leav- 
enworth, Kansas: Emmett V. Hoffman 
of C. Hoffman & Son, Enterprise, Kansas. 

\. Discussion. 

VI. Gluten Value of Wheat Flour, J. A. 
Wesener, Ph. C. N. D., Columbus Labo- 
ratories, Chicago, 1). 

: Discussion. 

VIII. Advertisement. 

IX, Discussion. 

Adjournment for;Luncheon. 

Afternoon—2 o’clock. 

!. A Campa gn for White Flour, William 
K. ( astle, secretary Ballard & Ballard Co., 
Louisville, Ky. 

Discussion. 

UI. Contracts Governing Sale of Mill 
Products; the Legal Phases of Their En- 
forcement, Frank F. Reed, counsel Mill- 
ers’ National Federation, Chicago, Ill. 

IV. Discussion. 

_V Sales Contracts and Their Applica- 
tion, H. L. Verink, secretary R. C. Stone 
Milling Co., Springfield, Mo. 
us I. _Trade-Mark Laws and the Value of 
a Official: Registration Bureau, L. T. 

‘nme, secretary Millers’ National Fed- 
ertion, Chicago, Il. 

Discussion. 
THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 8 

_ . o’clock—Banquet at the Midland 

Cl. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 9 
lorning—10 :30 o’clock. 

Call to order. 

Relation of Carrier and Shipper. 
ernment Regulations of Railway 
r tes, B. A. Eckhart, president and treas- 

" iekhert & Swan Milling Co., Chica- 


iI. Discussion. 

VY. The Millers and the Steamship 
‘pany, W. G. Sickel, western freight 
ut International Mercantile Marine, 
‘cago, Ill. - 

Discussion. 

I, Joint Conference Committees as a 
» ang of Adjusting Transportation Ques- 
_ 1, John W. Burk, president the Ansted 
* Burk Co., Springfield, Ohio; W. S. 
, mas, president Ohio Shippers’ Associa- 

|, Springfield, Ohio; C. B. Jenkins, 
. “etary Ohio State Millers’ Association, 
‘lon, Ohio. 
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VII. Our Foreign Trade Policy and Its 
Effect Upon the Milling Industry, Walter 
Stern of Bernhard Stern & Sons, Milwa- 
kee, Wis. : 

Afternoon—2 o’clock. 

I. Call to Order. 

II. Reports of Standing Committees. 

III. Discussion. 

IV. Unfinished Business. 

Adjournment sine die. 





Boston 


Special Correspondence 


Conditions in the flour market are more 
unsettled than they have been for months. 
Receivers in Boston do not know just 
where they are, and most of them wish 
that — had purchased when urged toa 
few weeks ago & millers’ agents. 

During the recent low prices that pre- 
vailed on spring wheat patents, a number 
of sales were made at second hands at 
much lower prices than the mill quota- 
tions then asked. Some of the flour was 
unloaded at a loss and these jobbers are 
now repenting at leisure. 

Loca! dealers are very much dissatisfied 
with present conditions. There is so 
much uncertainty existing as to the out- 
come of the cash wheat situation that mill 
agents find it almost impossible to make 
sales, even at concessions from asking 
prices. 

In one or two instances there was some 
business done but it was at old prices. As 
a rule there were few bids and fewer sales. 
Buyers fear there will be a reaction in the 
market similar to that of a few weeks 
ago, and, as a result, are purchasing cau- 
tiously, and only when obliged to through 
lack of’supplies. In other words, flour 
receivers think prices may break as sud- 
denly as they advanced. 

Kansas millers have made the most 
radical change in their prices and have 
advanced their selling limits on hard 
wheat patents about 40c per bbl. In some 
instances $5.70 per bbl was asked, but the 
general range was $5.50@5.65 per bbl for 
reputable brands. 

The demand for soft winter wheat 
flours was quiet, with the market firm- 
er than a week ago. The majority of 
the millers are quoting $5.25@5.50 per bbl 
on patents, although there are a few 
brands still offered at $5.15@5.20. Most 
sales were made at $5.20@5.30 per bbl. 
Winter wheat straights for prompt ship- 
ment were quoted atarange of 50c per 
bbl, ranging at $4.75(@@4.80 for ordinary 
with some fancy Ohio and Indiana brands 
held at $5. Winter wheat clears range at 
$4.60@4.85 per bbl, according to quality. 

Minneapolis special brands of spring 

atents were firmly held at $6.55@6.65 per 
bl, in wood, but choice country patents 
were offered at $6.25(@6.45 per bbl, with 
few sales. Good patents, are still offered 
at $6 per bbl, first hands, and %6.25 isa 
top-selling quotation for the market. 
here is littledoing in new winter wheat 
flour. Millers’ ideas are wide apart, prices 
on patents for July, August and Septem- 
ber shipment ranging at $4.40@4.80 per 
bbl, in wood. There are other mills, how- 
ever, which will not sell any less than 50c 
per bbl below the price for prompt ship- 


-ment. 


COMMERCE COMMISSION DECISION 


The Boston-New York and Philadelphia- 
Baltimore freight differential case, which 
has been pending before the interstate 
commerce commission for many months, 
was settled’ Friday by the publication of 
the commission’s decision. With regard 
to the export differentials, the committee 
decides: ‘‘The differential on flour, both 
all-rail and lake-and-rail, should be two 
cents per 100 lbs at Baltimore and one cent 
per 100 lbs at Philadelphia; that there 
should be allowed both at Baltimore and 
Philadelphia a differential of three-tenths 
of one cent per bushel on ex-lake grain: 
that otherwise the present differentials 
should remain in force.’’ 

The decision is a great surprise and dis- 
appointment to Boston merchants. It 
was the general opinion not only of the 
Boston and New York interests, but of 
all the interests, that the case of Boston 
had been proved. 

By the decision the commission has 
practically levied a tay upon every pound 
of freight exported fru, *he ports of New 
York and Boston, whi:u tax is paid by 
the producer in the interior. The railroads 
running tothe ports of Boston and New 
York asked for the privilege of reducing 
their rates to the level of Baltimore, and 
the commercial interest supported that 
request with conclusive proof of the in- 
jury which the necessity for charging a 
higher rate had worked to the business of 
those ports. 

The decision of the commissionjin effect 
says that the railroads running to Boston 
and New York shall not be allowed to 
reduce their rates in order to move a fair 
amount of traffic through the ports. 


“Boston, May 22. L. W. DE Pass. 





Elk Valley Mill Co., Larimore, N. D: 
Crop situation is good. 


Oregon 
Special Correspondence 


Flour shipments from Portland and 
Puget sound for the first ten months of 
the current cereal year show a decrease of 
nearly 750,000 bbls as compared with the 
same period for the preceding season. 
Practically all this decline is in the 
Oriental trade, the Portland business fal]- 
ing down from 750,000 bbls for the ten 
months last season to 575,000 for the same 
period this season. The percentage of de- 
cline was still greater from the Puget 
sound ports which this year have shipped 
1,059,000 bbls compared with 1,671,580 to 
May 1, last season. 

African and European business is _prac- 
tically the same as last year, but Puget 
sound’s flour business with South Ameri- 
ca increased from 41,000 bbls last year to 
96,000 to May 1 this year. Portland shows 
a gain of 34,000 bbls in the California flour 
shipments and Puget sound is 25,000 short 
of last season in this trade. The wheat 
trade by water from the Oregon and Wash- 
ington ports does not cut very much of a 
figure in comparison with the flour trade. 
Out of a grand total of wheat and flour for 
ten months of 15,300,000 bus, all but 5,100,- 
000 bus went out as flour. 

So far as new business is concerned, the 
Oriental flour trade has come to a dead 
stop although some very heavy shipments 
are now being floated on full orders sent 
in anticipation of the increased duty 
which becomes effective July 1. The Great 
Northern’s big liner Minnesota took out 
of Seattle last week 75,000 bbls and the 
steamship Drumbarton which was dis- 
patched from Portland by the Portland 
Flouring Mills Co. carried 56,000 bbls. 
The Ferndene, now loading at Portland, 
will take out 60,000 bbls and the Nicome- 
dia, which is due to load next week, will 
carry about 50,000. 

hese heavy shipments together with 
those which have been going forward for 
the past six weeks will increase port 
stocks in Japan sufficiently to last well 
into the new season and the buying from 
now on will come mostly from China. 
Even in that market, dealers are exhibit- 
ing a waiting attitude and most of the of- 
fers received this week have been at figures 
which could not be met by coast millers 
with wheat at existing prices. Few of the 
millers in close touch with the situation 
look for much of an improvement in the 
market with the Far East until the new 
wheat crop begins to move. 

NOTES 

The steamsip Bedouin, sailing from 
Puget sound last week, carried for Japan 
ports about 50,000 bus of barley. The 
Ferndene from Portland will take out 
about 30.000 bus of wheat. 

M. H. Hauser, proprietor of the Pomery 
flour mill which was destroyed by fire a 
fortnight ago, states that he will rebuild 
immediately ona larger scale on the site of 
the old mill. He expects to get his new mill 
in working order in time for the 1904 
wheat crop. 

The wheat crop in Oregon, Washington 
and Idaho is coming along under highly 
favorable climatic conditions. Generous 
rains have fallen over all the spring 
wheat territory, and there is sufficient 
moisture in most places to carry the crop 
through to harvest. The only fear ex- 
pressed by farmers is that the scarcity of 
snow in the mountains may result in hot 
winds in June. ‘The crop, however, is 
earlier than usual and will probably escape 
them. 

Portland exporters have not yet char- 
tered any grain tonnage for new crop 
loading, this being the first season on rec- 
ord when they were without at least a 
small fleet of new-crop ships by May 1. 
Owners are asking 27s6d for United King- 
dom for orders and thus far all counter 
offers have been refused. California is ex- 
pecting a big crop and if her hopes are 
realized, there may be a stiffening of 
grain freights at all other coast ports. 
Until the situation becomes more binding 
than it is at this time exporters will not 
touch anything at more than 25s. 

A friendly suit has been instituted on 
Puget sound by the Centennial Milling 
Co. against the Boston Towboat Co. and 
their steamship Pleiades to recover #15,- 
408.32 alleged to have been lost through 
the failure of the defendant to deliver a 
consignment of flour at Port Arthur. The 
Pleiades was one of the vessels seized by 
the Russians last year and the claim is 
for value of flour confiscated by them. 
The purpose of the suit is to fix the re- 
sponsibility and determine whether the 
steamer, the shipper or the insurance com- 
pany is to foot the bill. 

California is still buying heavily in the 
northern grain markets and the April 
shipments to San Francisco and Los An- 
geles from Portland reached a total of 
227,886 bus of wheat, and 22,219 bbls of 
flour. Since that date, nearly one thou- 


sand tons of wheat have been shipped and 
considerable space has been reserved for 
the steamers sailing the latter part of the 
month. Since the opening of the season, 
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California has taken from Oregon 1,612,338 
bus of wheat and 184,000 bbls of flour. 
During the same period there have been 
shipped from Tacoma and Seattle to the 
California ports 1,027,445 bus of wheat 
and 234,180 bbls of flour. Included in the 
latter figures is a small amount of eastern 
flour that came out from Minneapolis and 
was trans-shipped by steamer from Seattle. 


Portland, May 15. E. W. WriGHrT. 


Buffalo 


Special Correspondence 


Flour prices are so jumbled that one 
quotation isas good as another if it is 
within a range of a dollar a barrel. The 
western miller is side-tracked unless he is 
inclined to sacrifice his goods, and on the 
present market only an occasional one can 
be found. The cut in flour from some out 
side points varies 45@65c a bbl and several 
cases have been reported wherein the cut 
was a dollar a barrel. 

For several weeks it has been decidedly 
uncomfortable to do business with these 
troublesome, shifty fly by nights, but the 
course of the wheat market in the last few 
days is telling against them and the gen- 
eral opinion is that the worst is over. 
Most millers in this section believe that 
wheat is going higher, and not being 
loaded up, are daily getting stiffer in their 
ideas regarding flour, while buyers are 
solidly on the other side and are purchas- 
ing on the bulges only. With any dip in 
wheat, the demand drops off entirely. 

Local business is no better than the rest 
of the trade, the small buyer being of the 
same opinion as his larger brother, and _ it 
seems to be the case of wait, all around. 

Local millers say they have had no 
difficulty in -getting rid of their sup- 
plies in the last few days and at a shade 
better prices, except for mixed feed. Regu- 
lar dealers, while doing a little more than 
they did a week ago, are principally en- 





‘ gaged in selling futures, for which there is 


an active demand. 
As far as can be seen at present there is 
no prospect of a falling off in the feed 


* etrade, but as to prices, everything depends 


on corn. With asteady market for that 
cereal, dealers are looking for a continued 
good trade for feeds and at strong prices. 

Gluten is two dollars a ton higher than 
it was a week ago and the mills are said 
to be sold to the end of July. Orders could 
not be filled today at the advance. Homi- 
ny is scarce and firmer. Oilmeal is firm 
and offerings are very light. 

NOTES 

Receipts by lake for the season up tothe 
close of business Saturday were: flour, 
808,000 bbls; grain, 12,500,000 bus. Last 
year the receipts were 157,000 bus of grain, 
and no flour. 

A small fire occurred last week at the 
Empire State Mill at Syracuse. As usual 
ina mill, the damage done was mostly 
by water. It will take some months to 
get the old mill in shape. 

The break in the Erie canal has been re- 
paired and boats will begin arriving to- 
day (Monday.) Business will be resumed 
with a rush, as there isa liberal supply 
of grain here awaiting shipment by that 
route. Sofar this season the canal has 
carried 844,200 bus of grain, against 71,000 
last year. 

Two cargoes of flaxseed were received 
at this port last week from Fort William. 
They were the steamers W. D. Matthews, 
with 183,285 bus, and the John M. Nicol, 
with 54,800. They were unloaded at the 
Spencer Kellogg elevator. The duty paid 
was $54,800, making the largest daily re- 
ceipt on record at the Buffalo custom 
house. 

Spencer Kellogg has purchased a plat of 
land at Newark, N. J., whereat grain 
circles are busy trying to figure out the 
use he will make of it. Will he dismantle 
the older seed crusher at Buffalo to make 
room for more grain storage bins or will 
he erect a new mill on the Jersey site? 
Some years ago flaxseed was shipped 
down to that section. 

Ray W. Searle returned from Montreal 
today, where he had been for a week 
straightening out a Manitoba wheat deal. 
This wheat was shipped to Canada in bond 
from Buffalo and the Canadian govern- 
ment demanded a duty of ten per cent, as 
it had been held here since last fall. While 
there, Mr. Searle sold several lots of this 
same wheat, but of a later shipment, free 
of charges and it is understood that the 
duty on the first lot will be refunded. 

It beats all how eager the farmer is to 
buy corn-cob meal. One manufacturer of 
this cob mixture, who is located not far 
from Buffalo, was caught last week by 
the state authorities. He paid a fine of 
$75 and it is said there are others on the 
carpet. After trying one-quarter cob, the 
stuff was too rich apparently, and the 
adulteration was gradually increased un- 
til fifty per cent was used. The analysis 
was all right at one-quarter, but some 
cow kicked against the half. 

E. BANGASSER. 

Buffalo, N. Y., May 22. 





Tacoma 


Special Correspondence 


The export flour, market is almost nil. 
China is buying a little, but that market 
has not yet come out of the quiet that 
usually follows the New Year’s celebra- 
tion. The present export movement is the 
filling of old orders. Offers have declined 
to $3.40@3.50. Japan is practically out of 
all reckoning now and may be for some 
time. 

Samples of fall-sown Jones-Fife wheat 
in the vicinity of Quincy measure 36 inch- 
es in length and are heavily stooled. 
Other samples from a point twelve miles 
south of Quincy are 41 inches long. 
Spring wheat in that section is equally as 
promising, though, of course not so well 
advanced. 

Plans are being prepared for the estab- 
lishment of a cereal manufacturing con- 
cern at Olympia. C.'T. Rhodes has sub- 
mitted a plan for the organization of a 
stock company with $50,000 capital to 
launch the proposition. 

The Bedouin, cleared May 7, took 1,625 
bbls of flour from Tacoma for Yokchama, 
and from Seattle, 1,877 bbls for Yokohama 
and 16,875 for Kobe. She also took 21,678 
bus of barley for Kobe. 

The report of the foreign commerce of 
Puget sound for April indicates flour 
shipments amounting to 137,319 bbls for 
the month; oats, 277,205 bus; wheat, 4,233; 
barley. 205,630. 

The steamer Oanfa’s cargo, from Taco- 
ma May 11, included 2,225 bbls of flour for 
Yokohama, 1,250 bbls for Kobe and 12,576 
bbls for Hongkong. 

Rowe & Fair, Dayton grain and feed 
dealers, have dissolved, J. C? Fair succeed- 
ing to the business. 

The cargo of the Steamer Pleiades, from 
Tacoma May 13, included 3,028 bbls of 
flour for Kobe and 1,450 bbls for Manila. 

Wheat is quoted nominally at 90c for 
bluestem, and 83c for club. There is little 
doing. Receipts are only nominal. 

F. E. WYMAN. 

Tacoma, Wash., May 20. 


San Francisco 


Special Correspondence 


The flour export trade has improved con- 
siderably during the past two weeks, ship- 
ments in that time amounting to 33,872 
bbls. During the remainder of the month 
there will be two Central American steam- 
ers, two Hawaiian, one to China, one to 
Tahiti, one to Manila, and several sailing 
vessels to take their. departure which will 
bring the month’s total of shipments con- 
siderably beyond that of any month in 
this calendar year. The total shipments 
for the season are now 688,665 bbls, or 95,- 
000 less than last year at this time. 
Prices in the flour market have remained 
unchanged for some months. 

CALIFORNIA WHEAT CROP 


The report of the agricultural depart- 
ment of the State University on the Hes- 
sian fly found in the grain fields near 
Stockton indicates that there is little dan- 
ger of the pest spreading. It has not in- 
jured any of the healthy grain, its atten- 
tion being confined entirely to sickly 
plants. A good deal of rust is reported 
in the central section of the state buta 
close examination of some of the plants 
affected shows that the damage can not be 
great as only the outside of the stalks is 
affected, the plant in other respects appear- 
ing perfectly healthy. Late-sown wheat 
was benefited by recent heavy showers 
and the present warm weather is adding 
tothe improvement. Altogether the out- 
look is still excellent. 

NOTES 


James Edwards, barley expert for R. 
Liebmann & Co. of London, is in Califor- 
nia for the grain season. 

There is an excellent demand from 
Central America for white and yellow 
corn. Western product is now selling at 
$1.3715(@1.42!¢ per cental, sacked for yel- 
low, and $1.45@1.50 for white. 

The first barley of the season was _ har- 
vested at the town of Imperial and ware- 
housed May 5. The crop in that vicinity 
is very heavy. 

Henry Wangenheim, cashier of the Mer- 
chants’ Exchange since early in the eight- 
ies, has resigned his position, to take effect 
June il. His successor has not yet been 
appointed. 

In centals, shipments of wheat and flour 
from the Pacific coast for the season to 
April 30 have been: from California, 2,- 
572,012: from Portland, 4,138,187: and 
from Puget sound, 5,035,237. 

Exports from San Francisco during 
April amcunted in value to $5,758,694, or a 
gain of $2,600,000 over April, 1904. For 
the first four months of the present calen- 
dar year, exports have been $20,002,129, 
against $13,459.422 in the corresponding 
period of 1904. 
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The semi-annual statement of the San 
Francisco Hay Association shows a total 
of 47,400 tons of hay on hand May 1 avail- 
able for this market as compared with 22,- 
470 tons May 1, 1904. This is a very heavy 
supply, and even with the coming crop 
decreased by rain damage, there will be 
ample stock for the next season. 

The California Stock Feed Co., with 
mills in Fresno, is shipping a good deal 
of calfalfa meal to this market at prices 
ranging from $17.50 to $19 per ton. A 
mealfalfa mill is now being put into run- 
ning order at Stockton. These are the 
only two plants in the state for the man- 
ufacture of alfalfa product. 

Ward M. Smith and W. E. Keller, flour 
dealers, have been ‘in Chicago attending 
the meeting of the interstate commerce 
committee in the interest of the California 
Millers’ Association. Their object is to 
try to prevent the removal of the differen- 
tial freight rate between corn and corn 
products to this city. The removal of 
the differential would practically do away 
with the milling of corn products here as 
it would be impossible to complete with 
the eastern product if it came in onthe 
same rate as the raw product. 

WILLIAM H. Houston. 

San Francisco, May 18. 


THE HOPPER 


‘*The times change, and we change with 
them,’’ says the old Latin motto. This is 
especially true of millers. No class of 
business men is beset by greater or more 
unceasing changes than they are. In 
milling machinery, constant improve- 
ments are being made. Though it is but 
rarely that such revolutionary innovations 
occur as those arising from the introduc- 
tion of rolls, yet minor alterations are in- 
troduced every year. 

The changes in business conditions are 
no less frequent than those in milling ma- 
chinery. New conditions as to wheat grow- 
ing, or in transportation facilities and 
other alterations in -business conditions 
affect the miller no less than mechanical 
improvements. 

If to these changes, affecting the busi- 
ness in a general way, be added the almost 
daily fluctuations in the price of his raw 
maverial, the miller’s calling may readily 
be considered as more unstable than any 
other manufacturing business. 

SURPLUS CAPACITY 

Another feature of the milling business 
that is common to nearly every country in 
the world, is a surplus capacity. That is, 
the mill» of the country can produce more 
flour than is needed at home, and unless 
they can export flour they can not run con- 
tinuously. This is true of the mills of 
Argentina, Hungary, Germany, France, 
Belgium, Great Britain, Australia and of 
New Zealand. No American miller needs 
to be reminded that it is true of the mills 
of Canada and the United States. 

Since from the world’s surplus milling 
capacity it is evident that a considerable 
portion of the world’s milling capacity 
must remain idle every year, the question 
arises, why do millers continue building 
new mills? The answer probably is that 
those who are building them expect to se- 
cure a satisfactory profit by the greater 
economy of operation to be secured from 
an improved mechanical equipment, as 
well as by the advantage of location. That 
is, it is simply a survival of the fittest. 

The mill that isin the best position to 
do business can struggle along through 
times of scant profit at least keeping even, 
when other mills, having a poorer me- 
chanical equipment, or operating under 
less favorable business conditions, would 
incur a loss by running which would be 
greater than the loss arising from not run- 
ping. For with mills as a rule, unless the 
plant be operated and a certain manufac- 
turing margip secured, there is a loss aris- 
ing from interest’on the investment and 
certain fixed charges that can not be avoid- 
ed, whether the mill runs or not. 

HUNGARIAN METHOD 

In view of the conditions existing in 
milling throughout the world, it is not 
strange that efforts have been made, by 
united action, among millers, to equalize 
and reduce the loss, during times of en- 
forced idleness. The Hungarian mills 
have for years made it a custom in the 
dulji season, to agree to remain idle a cer- 
tain number of days in each week. The 
association of Budapest millers takes the 
lead in this action. 

At present many of the smaller German 
mills are thinking of forming a milling 
syndicate, in the hope that this will prove 
a panacea for the trade ills that beset 
them, and help them combat tbe competi- 
tion of the big mills. In England many a 
country mill has peen put out of action by 
the competition of the large port mills. 
Some of the small English mills grind a 
little feed and now confine themselves to 
jobbing flour. But there is no talk of any 
milling syndicate in England. Associa- 
tions exist, which are supposed to exercise 














some influence over prices. But asa prom- 
inent London miller once said, in meeting, 
of the London association, ‘‘About all our 
association does isto regulate the maxi- 
mum price.’ : 

A NEW ZEALAND TRUST 

A milling trust in New Zealand to 
which reference was made in the New Zea- 
land correspondence of the Northwestern 
Miller of May 17, seems to have hit upon 
the expedient of combining with the 
United Master Bakers’ Association ina 
sort of offensive and defensive alliance. 
By its terms the millers’ association 
agreed not to supply flour directly or in- 
directly to any baker who is underselling, 
or to any member of the master bakers’ 
unions throughout New Zealand, who 
should be found breaking their rules. The 
master bakers, on the other hand, bound 
themselves not to buy flour in any non-as- 
soviated mill. But this trust apparently 
did not flourish. It was opposed by some 
mills, particularly by the Northern Roller 
Milling Co. The matter came up in the 
New Zealand parliament and the trust 
was arraigned as a menace to farmers and 
fiour consumers. 

The Northwestern Miller is opposed on 
principle to trusts. It believes that the 
gigantic trusts which have grown up in 
this country are opposed to the welfare 
of this country and to the probity of the 
citizens. But it has no hysterical fears, 
such as are sometimes displayed by the 
daily press, as to the formation of a mill- 
ing trust. There are too many mills to make 
such a thing possible. It believes that the 
American farmer receives a relatively 
higher price for his grain than the farmer 
of any other country, and it hopes he will 
continue to do so, undisturbed by.any op- 
pressive combine of millers or elevator 
owners. 

In view, however, of the. peculiar condi- 
tions surrounding the milling industry, 
not only of this but of other lands, it 
would like to see restrictive legislation as. 
to trusts, so tempered that it may be law- 
ful for millers to have associations for the 
purpose of jointly reducing output, when 
such reduction is imperatively demanded 
to save loss, the same as is done by the 
millers of Budapest. 


DEPEW’S DICTUM ABOUT TRUSTS 


Senator Depew hit the nail on the head 
most happily in his speech at the Niagara 
Falls banquet when he said: ‘‘I am an 
enemy of trusts, but we must do that 
which will enable us to show a good front 
in quality and cost with any producers in 
the world.’’ 

The tendency of legislation, in some 
parts of this free country, at present, seems 
to be to.draw the lines to an absurdly 
close point. Thus, for instance, the recent 
law in North Dakota which prohibits even 
any understanding between manufactur- 
ers. There is an old saying about giving 
even the devil his due. Apparently, in the 
estimation of some granger legislatures, 
millers are such fiends that they are not 
even entitled to the consideration due old 
Nick himself. 





Coopers’ Chips 


Conducted by FREDERICK J. CLARK. 
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Minneapolis barrél sales last week were 
again discouragingly small. The five 
shops together disposed of only 13,965 bar- 
rels. This meant almost total suspension 
of business for some shops. The figures 
were quite at variance with other years. 
Though one shop was idle, the make of 
barrels was of fair proportions, exceeding 
the sales by over 19,000. While scmewhat 
more flour is being turned out this week, 
the outlook for barrel consumption is not 
over encouraging. 

The sales and make of flour barrels by five 
Minneapolis shops for the weeks ended on the 
dates given below, were: 


Sales 
1905 1904 1903 1902 
May 20.......*13,965 48,275 77,440 48.075 
May 13....... 16,730 40.105 64,125 83.010 
... 19,310 16,160 49,930 41,710 
.. 20,635 30,655 37,580 29,965 
. 34,855 12,800 20,060 » 
25,360 62,650 Wer 
38,760 55,660 275 ~=66,185 
66,755 44,260 83.900 61,205 
41,940 i 80,295 6 
70,715 56, 76,175 
70,240 37,660 83,975 
69,975 37,495 62,280 

*These figures include 770 half barrels, two 
balf barrels being counted as one barrel. 

The use by Minneapolis flour mills of 
13,600 bbls for the week ended Saturday 
represented the consumption of approxi- 
mately 66,000 patent hoops, 25,000 hickory 
hoops, and 22,000 wire hoops. 


For the week ending Saturday flour bar- 
rel stock was uuloaded by five Minneapolis 
shops as follows: elm staves, 10 cars; 
heading, 3; oak staves, 5; birch staves, 1: 
patent hoops, 3: total, 22. 
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Barrel stock these days seems to have no 
friends. It is shunned rather than sought 
for. With barrel consumption almost 
nothing, Minneapolis shops have accumy. 
lated in their storehouses large quantities 
of stock, and especially of heading. Thug 
heavily loaded, they were unfavorably pre- 
pared to meet the tax assessor on May ]. 
It is needless to say that everything is un. 
salable. Usually, dealers give the coopers 
a wide berth and it is best for the trade 
that they do so. About the only exception 
would apply in the case of heading. 
Though the shops are heavily stocked. 
there have been some factorymen disposed 
to push their surplus and convert it into 
cash, and to do so have been willing to x¢!] 
at as low asic per set for prompt shipment, 


Attached are quotations of flour barre] 
stock f.o.b. cars at Minneapolis: 
Michigan elm staves, M 
Wisconsin elm staves, M 
Birch staves, M 
Oak staves, M 
Head linings, small lots, M 
Head linings, car lots, M » 
Basswood heading, set .05 05% 
Michigan patent hoops, M 50 @10.00 — 
No. 1 southern hoops, M......... 9 @ 925 
Illinois and Ohio patent hoops .. @ 9.50 
Half barrel heading, set O44@ 04% 
Hickory hoops, M 00 @. i 
Half barrel staves, M 7.50 @ 8. 
Market prices of flour barrels in Min je- 
apolis are shown below in cents: 
4 peipa’ and 4 hickory hoops 
8 hickory hoops 
6 hickory and 2 patent hoops 
4 patent and 4 wire hoops 
8 patent hoop barrels 
at hoop barrels 
12 flat hoop barrels (280 lbs) 
12 hickory and 2 wire hoop barrels........ 
PEALE CTO ooo cnc Coe aiw OEE hence sacs 
Ae. ae 
Michael Schwab, a cooper 76 year 
age, lately died at Kansas City, Kansx 
J.J. Fuqua of Milan, Tenn., has | 
chased a site and wil] organize a com) 
for the erection of a stave factory at .J 
son, Tenn. 


In the flood of 1903 barrels and stock { 
the plant of J. R. aaa in Armou: 
near Kansas City, Mo., floated away 
landed upon the farm of Hector Barn¢ 
the Missouri river. Barney refused to 
them up. Kelly replevined the materia 
In a suit the court has held in Kelly’: 
vor. 

Milwaukee correspondence: Two 
dred brewery coopers went to work 
May 11 as a result of an agreement rea 
relative to wages. They had been « 
strike fora month. A contract signe: 
the brewers with the coopers is in the 
ture of a compromise, with little ad\ 
tage accruing to either side. The bre\ 
conceded certain advances in wages, 
the contract they signed was an enti: 
different one from that originally pres: 
ed, for the ratification of which the 1 
went on strike. The machine and he 
coopers demanded 37!4¢ an hour; they | 
been getting 35c. ‘The pitch coopers, 


“had been getting 31°;¢c, demanded 37 


All three were given 35c—a raise only 

the pitch coopers. The pitchyard 
cellar men will get 312;¢ an hour. ‘| 
men desired a contract for only th 
years, but the brewers did not wish to sixi 
for less than five. A compromise was 
ranged at four years. Men will be pa 
bi-weekly. One apprentice may be ei 
ployed to every fifteen machine-shop cov; 
ers, and one to every ten coopers in hii 
shops. The workmen wanted a clause | 
permit them to get out after beer morniny 
and afternoon, but no recesses were grat! 
ed by the brewers. 

Special reports from northwestern sho})- 
outside of Minneapolis as to the use 
flour barrels are as follows: 

-—Barrels— No. isi 

made shops svld 

8940 10) 15 

6.515 10 
8,990 5 
7,290 8 
7,730 8 
11.285 10 


1 
] 
1 


9,515 
e the points reporti: 
Hastings, New Ulm, Mankato, Shakopee, I 
bault, Red Wing, Cannon Falls and Win 
Minn., and La Crosse, Wis. 

The same shops unloaded the following st: 
during the week: 2 cars elm staves, 2 « 
heading, 1 car Wisconsin elm staves and | 
birch staves. 





H. C. John, La Moure (N.D.) Mill ¢ 
Have had good weather this week anid 
is the general opinion that crop conditi: 
could not be improved. Very little : 
wheat is left in this section. Have had 
turn down a 1,000-bbl order for flour, « 
ing to scarcity of wheaf. 





Henry Meyer, manager Rush © 
(Minn.) Roller. Mills: Farmers rep: 
grain doing very nicely and with favo! 
ble weather, we should have a good wh 
crop this year. Wheat deliveries by far 
ers are smaller than usual. 
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REVIEW OF THE MARKETS 


WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT—FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC FLOUR AND GRAIN PRICES—FREIGHT RATES— 
EXPORTS OF FLOUR—SUMMARY OF SITUATICN BY NORTHWESTERN MILLER CORRESPONDENTS 


Kansas City 


May 23.— (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
values generally unchanged. Trade is 
dull. Following are the quotations for all 
grades of hard winter wheat flour, carload 
or round lots f.o.b. Kansas City, in jute, 
per bbl of 196 lbs: 





Pateht:.cccosesee sotheseassse cceces ences #4. 
Straight.. 
Clear . ess: 
Low grade. 
Established differentials are observed in quot- 


ing flour in wood or cotton packages. 

Quotations to buyers in central states are 
based on $4.60 per bbl at Missouri river. for 
straight patent hard wheat flour, in cotton 
quarter sacks, arrival draft terms, subject to 5c 
tis ount for sight draft. 
wal prices in Kansas are 35@5.10 for pat- 
ent. 30 days, 1 per cent off for cash north part 
of - ate. net cash in south part. 

I» central states high patent is quoted 20@30c 
higver than the prices for straight patent 
giy above. 
| -livered at points in southwest Missouri 
mi's quote soft wheat best patent at $5.20@ 
5. 1 quarter cottons: hard wheat 10c less. 

‘)>xas mills quote $5.50 for patent in cottons, 
de! vered in the state. 

}.«nsas mills bo uote New York and large east- 
er: narkets on basis of $5.00@5.10 in jute de- 


liv ved. 
¥* 

ty 20.—MILLFEED—Offal is a small 
ma: ket with light offerings and fair local 
de: cand. Mills in Kansas have rather ac- 
tiv. demand on account of small produc- 
tic. Prices are practically unchanged 
frou a week ago. Quotations for feed, 
et. in carload or round lots, f.o.b. Kansas 
Ci: y, sacked, in cents per 100 lbs, follow: 
bron, 74¢; shorts, 80c; mixed feed, 75@ 
The, corn chop, 98c. 

HEAT—Receipts were larger and the 
quality of offerings better. A good deal 
of :+he wheat received here, however, came 
from Omaha stores. Locai millers bought 
for immediate requirements and _ there 
was a fair demand for shipment to outside 
mills. Prices at the close of the week 
showed a decline of about a cent from last 

iturday, with hard and soft wheat sell- 
ing at about even prices. ‘Today’s cash 
prices were: 

Hard wheat—No. 2, $1@1.04; No. 3, 92c@1.02; 
No. 4, 82@%6c. 

Soft wheat—No. 2, $1@1.04; No. 3, 92c@1.04; 
No. 4, 82@96c. 

( ORN-_Reesteal were larger, and with 
a good cash demand there was an advance 
of about 3c in prices for mixed. White 
corn was in better supply and at the end 
of the week sold at no premium. Today’s 
cash prices vere: 

Mixed corn- a. 2 484@48%e; No. 3, 4%@ 
48*,c¢; No. 4, 45@A7 

White corn— ao. 2, 49@49%ec; No. 3, 48%e. 


af 





WEEK’S RECEIPTS May 21 
May 13 1904 

Wheat, bus 93,000 181,800 
Corn, bus.... - 131,000 185,400 
ae 63,000 21,600 
Barley, DiGiec sana assss 1,000 2,000 3,000 
BVO, Wc secs teste ets 1.000 1,000 2,400 
PLR RR oe et a eens 8U0 
Bran, COMB joes ass eckaxs 5 


Bi 0uy CIR a iiscisce wees 
W heat, bus.. 
Corn, bus.. 





ate: Meson ke cae 

RVG ee een ca Ceaas 

PIDRBGOR INE ccc scsinte Kos 6abe ee. ‘saasees 
Millfeed, tons.......... 290 195 270 





St. Louis 
May 23.—(Special Telegram.)—Follow- 
iv are the ruling quotations for flour per 
{0 Ibs in wood: 
ted winter— 





First patent........ . .. $4.75@4.90 
Second patent. .. 4.65@4.75 
PXtYA: SRM ice cecceech cose sa ecdoranee ae 4.40@4.55 
ClOBR ccc teactenandecaces capa eves seen 3.65@4.00 
¥ dium and low grade & Gate)... ... 2.55@3.00 
Kye flour (in wood).. en: CRA 
eg RE A ee 2.50@.... 
Grits, hominy and pearl meal......... 2. 


Hard winter wheat grades, f.o.b. St. 
suis, are quotable per barrel as follows: 





"CORE COBO ace nons sce tuts cone sees case $4.70@4.90 
StTAIBDG (JUTE). ccs sscncececcccrscrcece Sete 
CloQpiRRR oe crane coca snne-cosanane’s vos 3.00@3.90 
l.ow grades to eeoond clears (jute).... 2.20@3.25 
ring NAteME CHGIE):.csccccccscssccce §.25@5.50 

: ¥* 


May 20.—MILLFEED— Strong and in 
od demand, and dealers report a better 
isiness. On account of offerings not be- 
“x heavy, owing to mills running light- 
prices were firm and showed no tenden- 
to decline. The following are the quo- 
ions per 100 lbs today: St. Louis soft 
eat bran, 76@77c in large, and 78@79c 
100-lb sacks; bulk bran at country 
ints, 0c; middlings, 80(@90c; mixed 
d, 80¢ for both soft and hard. 
VHEAT—The cash wheat market was 
tnewhat quiet, owing to the light re- 


t 


ceipts of virgin wheat... Choice wheat met 


witha ready sale, and brought somewhat 
i but the demand for 
grades was not good. 





Wheat received at St. Louis for the week 
ending Saturday, in carloads, ae as 




















May 23.—(Special Telegram. )—Flour un- 
Millfeeds in good 
Fst and steady. ‘Other feeds are firm. 
Flour enweene per 196 lbs in wood are 


Best patent, spring 








May 20.— areal gg per 


Hee Be middlin 

Spring Mise FEO. ..... 66.0000 000s . 
WROTE TIE. goo vcecccccccecens A 
Winter bran, fancy 


Red-dog flour, 140-lb sacks. . 
Cornmeal, copues 


Rolled cans. oread’ wood.. ; 
—About half a ‘ mililion bushels 
of No. 1 northern and 200,000 bus of No. 2 
northern c¢.i.f. and spot were sold here 
this week, mostly to local millers, and 
they are still looking for more at a rea- 
Spot stuff is particularly 
millers are running on 





scarce and cameial 
borrowed wheat. 
over New York July. 
cleaned up, with the exception of No. 2 
white Pacific coast and this goes to cereal 
i There is an active inquiry for No. 


Winter wheat is all 


. l northern, store, car lots...:...........31.07 
. 2 northern, car lots 


2 Washington white, MRR wt «cane cack 
Macaroni, in store 
—Scarcity of track receipts sent 
prices up four cents per bushel this week, 
through billed, aud store corn Feaatee \ were 
advanced two cents. 

good shipping quality 
exc eedingly scarce. 


Kiln- dried is gener- 
More liberal receipts of 
track corn are ‘expected here next week. 


.2 2 yellow, through baned 


4 yellow, through billed 
. 2corn, through billed 
. 3 corn, through billed . 
. 4 corn, through billed . 
. 3 white, through PSS a ae G f 
. 4 white, through billed 
.8 yellow, in store, varloads 
3 yellow, in store, carloads 





OATS—Light receipts on track and 
store lots well cleaned up. Demand im- 
proving and wheat closed strong one cent 
higher than last week. No. 2 white, 35'¢c; 
No. 3 white, 35c; No. 4 white, 34!44¢; No. 2 
mixed, 33'4¢c; No. 3 mixed, 33c, through 
billed. No.2 white, 34'¢c; No. 3 white, 
34c, in store. 

BARLEY—Dull, but holders are firm. 
Western, 47@54c, in store. Ohio, on track, 
sold at 45@47c, mostly wheat mixed. 

RYE~—AIl the choice rye in store here 
has been picked up and holders are now 
asking 83c for No. 1 and 80c for No. 2. 
Sample rye is neglected. 





Chicago 
May 23.— (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
quotations are as follows: 
SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 


Leading Minneapolis brands, % sacks 
or wood, per 196 lbs, Chicago terms, 
to jobbers, less 15c being allowed for 











PORE bo sig Cae oinis sx beans axvns'e 08s $6.20@.... 
Pe eo aetchang hard wheat patent, 4% sacks 

OF WOO, Der 198 TDG... 6 cicessess seas: § 5.60@5.70 
Minnesota hard wheat siden 140 

Ibs, jute. . ..- 5.15@5.40 
Minnesota clear, 140 ibs, jute. Siersaseven wales 3.600 70 
Second clear, 140 Ibs, —.- 54 --- 2.80@ 4 
Low grade, 140 lbs, jute.. ee 2 A5@2. 
Red-dog, 140 Ibs, jute................... 2.10@ 20 
City mills patent, 196 lbs, bulk ........ 5.30@5.40 

WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 
Patent, southern, 196 lbs, jute......... 4.60@5.00 
Straight, southern, 196 lbs, eon Rvasentes 4.40@4.70 
Clear, southern, 196 lbs, jute . ...e. 3.90@4.30 
Patent. Wisconsin, 196 lbs, jute . Saeed 4.40@4.70 
Straight, Wisconsin, 196 1bs, ae. .--. 4.30@4.40 
Clear. Wisconsin, 196 lbs, jute. . -. 4.10@4.30 
TOV eG ces cine dsanee as csiseibe cece 3.65@4.00 
¥* ¥ 


May 20.—CORN GOODS— Corn higher 
but product dull and nominally steady. 
Grits quoted $1.16@1.18; meal, $1.16; flour, 
$1.18 per 100 Ibs. Hominy feed firm at 
$17.25 per ton, in bulk, Chicago. 

RYE FLOUR—Prices were steady: de- 
mand light. Values quoted $3.50@3.65 for 
medium and $3.65@4 for white. 

MILLFEED— Prices strong. Bran has 
been active at $16.75 in 200-lb sacks and 
$15.50 in bulk. Shorts, $16.75; red-dog, 
$21.50. 

MILLING WHEAT — Prices | higher. 
Fresh arrivals f.o.b. were: No. 2 red win- 
ter, $1.023¢(@1.05; No. 3 red winter, 96°<@ 
99c; No.2 hard, 96°¢(@99c: No. 3 hard, 90 
(@95c: No. 1 northern spring, $1.06°¢@1.09; 
No. 2 northern, $1.03@1.06; No. 3spring at 
98c@$t.04, and No. 4 spring, 55(@97c. 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS May 21 
y May 13 1904 








a) Oe 99,958 
Wheat, bus...... ... 52, 
NS ee 

CRE INE as cesisces.s 

PN NE a ccnicace> 

Barley, bus.......... 436, 762 

SHIPMENTS 
Biour, DIS, .........<.- 78,397 76,663 
Wihoent, DUB.... 0.00 515.207 = 430,005 
OS ee 1,420.429 1,061,958 
Oats, bus............. 1,082,389 822,084 
MN UD het nssicenens 8.500 9,784 
Barley. bus ......... 65,976 65,792 
Milwaukee 


May 23. — (Special ‘elegram.) — Flour 
firmer, but quiet, with choice spring pat- 
ents in wood ranging at $6.05@6.35. Ship- 
ping directions are coming in slowly and 
little new business is booked. Rye flour 
firm and more active at $4.10@4.20. Mill- 
feed steady at $15@15.50 for bran, $15j@ 
15.25 for standard fine middlings and $18 
18.25 for flour middlings, all in 200-lb 
sacks. Red-dog, #20.25(@20.50 in 140-lb 
sacks. Flour quotations today per 196 lbs 
in wood are as follows: 

These prices are quoted f. o. b. Milwaukee 













Hard spring patent, wood............. $5.80@6.: 
Hard spring straight, wood .......... 5.00@6. 10 
Export patent, sacks ...............2+. 15@.: 
Export straight, sacks................. 4.95@5. 05 
First clear, sacks ..........ssecesesee+ 4.30@4.45 
Second clear, sacks.. 1+ BS O3.95 
Low grade, city, 190 Ibs, Ww ood. . . 2.70@2 > 80 
Rye flour, city, fancy, standard, "i96 

| An i on ie hii ails 4.10@4.20 
Rye flour, country, 98-lb sacks . ... 3.80@3.90 

a 


May 20.— MILL FEED - Steady during 
the greater part of the week and moder- 
ately active, though at the close an easier 
feeling prevailed and a portion of the 
earlier gain was lost. Demand from the 
east fell below expectations, but offerings 
were moderate owing to the reduced pro- 
duction by local mills. Bran ranged at 
$15.25(@15.50:standard fine middlings,$15.25 
(015.50; flour middlings, $18@ 18. 50, all in 
200-lb sacks; red-dog, $20(@20.25, in 140-lb 
sacks, the inside being the closing figures. 








WHEAT SAMPLES — Advanced 3@5c 
under the influence of the manipulation 
of the May deal in Minneapolis, but the 
demand was checked by the higher range 
of prices and millers bought only from 
hand to mouth. Offerings were moderate 
and choice northern, which was the most 
salable, was in light supply. There was 
a moderate demand for medium, while 
low grades were dull. The daily range of 
prices in Milwaukee was as follows: 

No.1 N No.2N  3spring 






Monday .........1.09@1. 1. 0) 85@1.02 
Tuesday .........1.18 1.05@1.09 90@1.05 
pA ane rere a 1 05@1.08 7 
Thur —-- SS 1.03@1.09 

Friday.. 1.03@1.08 3 
Saturday . 1.05 8 5@ if 03 





@1. ( 

BARLEY — Easier for the choice to 
fancy Wisconsin malting, while other 
grades were held steadily and brought 
about the same prices realized the preced- 
ing week. Offerings only moderate, but 
the demand less active, and only a few 
buyers in the market. No. 2 nominal at 
5le, standard sold at 50c, extra No. 3 at 46 
(@50c, No 3 at 43(@46c and No. 4 at 388(@42e. 

RYE—Advanced 3c under a brisk de- 
mand for No. 1 and choice No. 2. Receipts 
light and all Ss No. 1 sold at 79@ 
82c, No. 2 at 75@81c, No. 3 at 72@78c'and 
not graded at 78(@80!se. 

CORN SAMPLES—Gained 3@4c¢ under 
an active demand until the latter part of 
the week, when a slightly easier teeling 
prevailed. Offerings light. No. 3 sold at 
49@53c., No. yellow at 50@54c¢ and No. 4 
47(wW52e. 

OATS SAMPLES—Rose !3(W1c, the out- 
side being for choice heavy, with an active 
demand for the best grades and a model 
rate inquiry for others. Receipts moder- 
ate and about all placed from day to day. 
No. 2 white nominal at 331,(@34c, standard 
ranged at 32!¢@33ke, No. 3 white at 31 
33¢ and No. 3 at 2931) 4c. 

FLAXSEED—Stronger and 3c higher 
for No. 1 northwestern and ic for sellei 
May. Receipts light. No. 1 northwest- 
ern ranged at $1.39@1.42, seller May at 
$1.25@1.26 and rejected at $1.32(1.38. 

WEEK'S RECEIPTS May 2 
May 20 ¢ “Boi 

Flour, bbls......... 34, 300 2 
Wheat, bus 
Corn, bus 








7,600 
200 79. 300 110,500 


0 eer 

Barley, bus ............ 136.800 190. 000 126,350 

BWR PUB scscticsaces: §6€©6 6.400 14,400 

WOON TOME oi 56s0ccncess 890 710 100 
SHIPME NTS 

Mlour,. DOIG... 6. cee 


WHOSE, DUS 66.6. wees. 
Corn, bus .............. 





COT BE ous o-s'a:ss vo eves May 

Barley, bus............ 62.163 208.670 
ES 5,600 4,400 
POGG, TODB.......6 cess sees 3,472 1.41 





Detroit 


May 238—(Special Telegram.)—Flour is 
in active demand. Mills have orders ahead 
and are running full time. Market firm. 
Prices of flour in wood car lots f.o.b. are 
as follows per 196 lbs, with the differen- 
tials on other eee kages, as agreed upon 
by the Millers’ National Federation : 
Michigan patent, best .................95.10@5.15 
Michigan patent, ordinary ............ 4.90@4.95 
Michigan straight .......... weve 4,80@4,85 
Michigan clear. . beyts ad aawaina' awe T0G 
Michigan low grade Sa 20 
Spring patent Ceti troit made le). 
Minnesota patent . YWQ6.25 
Minnesota clear............ coceversce teia.OD 
eS a en 4.00@4.10 
Dark rye, 1% lbs....................... 3.QU@3.% 
boo Se eer 80@3.85 

* * 


May 20.—MILLFEED—AII kinds of feed 
are in good demand and the market is 
firm, with an advance of 50¢ in the corn 
feeds. Prices in bulk, per ton, (2,000 lbs), 
are as follows in car lots: 

Bran. ES EU TCTCTER 
Coarse middlings Sarsin' nav tiaven'e's: a'4ak ch 5, 
Fine middlings.............. 19 50@20.00 
Mixed feed........... 17.00@17.50 

















Cracked COMM .......cscceccseveccccss DO0@21.00 
Coarse cornmeal............ : 20.50@21.00 
Corn and oat chop... , eee 17.50@18.00 


CEREAL PRODUCTS Mar ket firm and 
corn yoods are quoted at an advance. 
Prices in wood, car lots, with the usual 
differentials cu other packages, are as fol- 
lows: 

HONOR O08, 180 TOR. oosccsccccecsss 
Rolled wheat, 100 lbs... ele ia nd paras 
Yellow granulated meal, : 200 NR os a3: 





3. 50. . 
d5O@ 2.5 





> 


Yellow cream meal, 200 Ibs Le eeeee, 260@2. OS 
White granulated meal, 200 lbs ....... 2.70@2.75 
White cream meal, 200 Ibs..... cesses 2,60@2.65 


White corn flour, 200 lbs............... 3.00@3.10 

WHEAT—Market very bare of stocks 
and millers are at a loss where to look for 
winter wheat of good quality, when pres 
ent supplies have been exhausted. The 
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grain being ground now is from St. Louis. 
No Michigan wheat is moving and there is 
practically nothing more to move. Even 
the good outlook for the new crop is not 
causing farmers to loosen up and _ sell. 
Speculation is active and there is a bullish 
feeling here, notwithstanding a recent de- 
cline. 


>reavious 
GRAIN PRICES Previous 


week's 

Opening Range Close close 
2red wheat .... 1.01 1.01 @1.06 1.05 1.01 
See 1.01 1.0L @1.06 1.05 1.01 
July . kt 8) @ .90 89% .88 

September . weeee 283% .B3BH%@ 89% = .8d'4 83H 
1 white wheat.. 1. ” 1.01 @1.06 1.05. 1.01 

ee 52 @ 53% .55% .51% 
% yellow corn... “35% d3%4@ 5% 55% .58 
3 white oats ....  .38314 ae & B4 .B4 
4, ae 80 @ 30 80 .80 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS May 21 
May :0 May 13 1904 


NN. ccciscescune 3,600 3,60 4, 

Wheat, bus ............. 31,282 66,137 24.447 
IIIT an5,s.s.see ne ch gee 48,200 62,527 46,100 
OOH, DUB...050..ceccceee OLD SD 59.061 
sme 3,130 5.924 

TT 

po Se eee 1,800 1,200 2,600 
Wheat, BUS ....%. cercsse 21,092 83,563 7,440 
2 A See 87,860 32,463 7,445 
eer 1,687 3,931 4,789 
SE aves’ side assv-evee 3,545 2,950 7,851 


DETROIT STOCKS 





Wheat, bus....... 76.638 
Corn, bus...... 6,801 
SO eer 73,648 
Ct a eee 5,297 





New York 


May 28.— (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
continues very dull, buyers still refusing 
to following the advance and paying no 
attention to the higher prices asked by the 
mills. It is possible to do a moderate bus- 


iness for old prices and there has seldom 
been so wide a range between bid and 
asked quotations on spring wheat flour. 
Flour quotations 


’ Feed is dull and firm. 
are as follows per 196 lbs: 












Spring clear .............. $3.¢ 
Spring 7. eee 304 
Spring patent Rhee bie eke 
Sprig fancy ............. D. 
Low grade Winters seein 2.7 


Winter clear.............. 
Winter straight 
Winter patent 


4, 6x@A4. 85 
5 15 
Winter fancy . é 


4.9% 





Kansas patent . 5.004 0 
Kansas straight .......... 4. as. 80 cpiecas 
Kansas clear... ............ 3.80@4.20 < dias es 
* # 
May 20.—MILLFEED—Very quiet mar 


ket, with a slight improvement in asking 
prices. Offerings small, and the better 
tone has been largely the result of lighter 
offerings, rather than any special improve- 
ment in demand. Trade'small. Spot feed 
firm but quiet. Quotations: 
Coarse bran, 200-lb sacks, to arrive 3$18.10@.... 
ae d middlings, 2U0-lb sacks. to 

(OO RR arene eran 18.10@..... 
views niddlings. 200-1b sacks, to ar- 

NE LE en Ging nice Se akan Ee RTs ¢ eR CAs 
Red. id 140-lb sacks, to arrive. 23.00@. 





City feed, bulk bran at mill......... ‘ 19.000..... 
City feed, 200-1b sacks. . Pee | ee 
A POO. PHU go ccceccecnessoneres 18.00@. .... 


Middlings, 200-1b sacks. . ¢ 
No grade flour, 140-lb sac ks, per bbl 2.35@..... 

WHEAT—A _ week of excited fluctua- 
tions in the future markets, with active 
trade and unsettling reports as to the 
crop. All sorts of rumors have been cur- 
rent. ‘There has been a little export busi- 
ness in Manitoba wheat, but little or none 
in American. In fact, foreign houses 
were moderate sellers the day of the big 
advance. Cash wheat is nominal, with 
prices on springs advanced rapidly with 


the west. Quotations follow: 

Ee A ONG ca oiecy nase s¥as. caseiene eal $1,0034 
Wo, Tuorthern, Duluth........-cccsecsess BID 
No: 1 northern, Manitoba................. 9934 


CORN — A nervous, irregular trade, 
with a sharp advance in cash and May on 
covering of shorts. It is believed that 
there is a considerable short interest still 
outstanding for western elevator inter- 
ests here. Exporters followed the market 
in a small way as prices advanced. 

OATS—The feature of the week has 
been the export business which has mate- 
rialized in both mixed and white vats. 
There have been good foreign orders in 
the market nearly every day, and these or- 
ders have been executed in part. 

RYE FLOUR—A little hardening in 
the market. Prices have been advanced 
on the top grades, anda little advance 
has been paid. Quotations range from 
$4.20 for ordinary up to $4.80 fer choice 
patents. 


CORN GOODS—A quiet, easier market 
in meal in face of the strength in cash 
corn, and ina few cases slightly lower 
prices are quoted. Prices follow: 
Kiln-dried, as to brand, per bbl...... 
Hominy, as to brand, per bbl......... Bi ry 
Granulated yellow meal, per bbl ..... 2.80@2.90 
Granulated white meal, per bbl....... 2'80@2.90 


$2 75@2.85 








Fine yellow meal, per 100 lbs.......... Loa. 
Fine white meal, per 100 lbs........... ef 
Coarse meal, 2 Re 1 Boe io 
Brewers’ meal, new, March b ceipmnent. 

+ per 100 lbs es canals . 1.34@.... 
Grits, per 100 1 OSG Sli i a 1.36@.... 
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Boston 


May 23. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
market firm although not quotably high- 
er. Demand has not improved and few sales 
are reported. Demand for millfeed is bet- 
ter but the tone of the market is weaker 
and in buyers’ favor. Following are the 
ruling quotatioons for flour per 196 Ibs: 

Patent— 

Minnesota, special stencils ............ 
Minnesota and Dakota ................ 
WU BOOMS 6 so ins ne vvntew cece sieceseneqees 









Indiana 
SE ros er vanees oh éapiewicede’ 
inch BRMEEE Sp cccclte ed a pipaus--Rewsceeae noes 
I csie si oo ceive wel, leis teaien Bere 
Straight 
Ee Res F.0d Romigcnn ohn s bene GeRERE 4.8 sek +4 
Wiakinain EE SES ot Es 4.85@5. 
MNEs Fes ic-ig sds waicle’s 68 dn gece eater 4.85@5. 10 
Pec ik ve bebe he sese dace weseas 4.85@5.10 
Clear— 
ra ny Wisws oses, eaeay sm abe ees soos here 4.60@4.90 
EME 5 65 53 Vows KC Le ey 44S) oo oe ed ela 4.60%@4.90 
Indiana..... -- 4.60@4.90 
New York 4.60@4.90 





May 20.—MILLFEED—Firmer feeling 
in the market, although the demand did 
not improve to any extent. Offerings 
moderate and the general situation iim- 
proved. Cottonseed meal offered in a 
small way but demand was light. Lin- 
seed meal not offering on the market. 
Buffalo gluten feed also out of the mar- 
ket. Hominy feed in good demand, with 
the market a shade firmer. Quotations 
are as follows: 

Middlings. 200-lb sacks, per ton ..... $18. = 50 
Bran, winter, sacks, per ton........ .. .. 9.00 


Bran. spring, 200-lb sacks ........... ..... Biss 
Red-dog. 140-lb sacks. ............022. sees @23.00 
Mixed feed, 200-Ib sacks ............-- 19.75@22.00 
Cottonseed meal, new, sacked....... ..... @26.50 
Hominy feed, BARRA ee och are 21.50 


CEREAL PRODUCTS—Better demand 
for oatmeal, with no material change in 
prices. Rolled oatmeal quoted at $3.75@ 
4.10 per bbl, with cut and ground oatmeal 
at $4.25@4.80 per bbl. Granulated and 
bolted cornmeal! firmer at $2.90@8.25 per 
bbl. Rye flour in good demand at $3.70@ 
4.50 per bbl. Gsraham flour slow of sale at 
$3.50@5 per bbi. 

Receipts of flour, grain, millfeed and 





meal during the week were: 1905 1904 
We aac nck eo oeGleeis boson 15,196 12,303 
BIGGS GROES . o5.0 cons scenpneees.cs 4,754 8,809 
a RE er cicrats so Salag sale Sodio wwocar 38,201 
Corn, bus.. ey - 148,153 
Oats, bus. . <uo-ciele hates vee ae 
Millfeed, tons. . Aine aaa ae 227 
Cornmeal, bbls..................- 330 375 
Oatmeal. bbls ............--.. 2... 1.300 1,350 
CATIA COR, 6 cis cig cixce:Ceciae awe 800 500 


Exports of flour, wheat and corn from 
Boston during the week ended May 20 








were: -——Flour-——. Wheat Corn 
Destination bbls sacks bus 

Liverpool ...... ee 40,000 

London ... 4,100 7,642 
BoMoscsevcs, iw) . (eipin Seawind 

Manchester .... 

ONNOCR ccs 9 BBR elkae  Geccoae 
Totals.... 5... &8 4.486 47,642 

Since Jan. 1. 11,142 = 182,589 1,011,840 





Same time 1904 29,070 371,735 LO7S.288 2,543.7 


Philadelphia 


May 23. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
firm phe 15@20¢ higher in sympathy with 
wheat, but trade is quiet. Prices are as 
follows, per 196 lbs in wood except where 
otherwise specified : 

TT ON oa ss iavas vans de PARIS es 

ON I ce esac si8aN sees ene noes 4.30€ 
Kansas straight* 
NO a inc nins ans anciss aster 








Pennsylvania clear, new 4.4 

Pennsylvania str aight, SS FE 4.75@4.90 
Weatern clear, NOW..........2..scccees 4.40@4.65 
Western straight new ................ 4.75@4.90 


Western patent, new .................. § 5.00@5.40 

Spring clear . ‘ . 4.00@4.30 

Spring straight .. x 1¢ AM 

SDFINET DATONG «2 oss vcccceccccccce soccer 

Spr ing & pares favorite brands ....... 

Citv mills’ choice and fancy patent... 
City mills’ regular grades— 







6. 
6. 00@K. 15 


Winter CIOAR, NOW... 0.6... 0cceeceeee 4.40@4.65 
Winter straight, eG ee ba dieag 4.75@4.90 


Winter patent, DOW... 2... cccccccccsvece 
*Per 196 lbs in sacks. 


a 5d 
May 20— Receipts of flour during the 
week, 5,242 bbls and 4,408,630 lbs in sacks. 
Exports, 650 tons to Leith, 36,000 sacks to 
London and 300 tons to Glasgow. 


RYE FLOUR—Supplies ample and the 
market barely steady under a light de- 
mand. Quotations, #4.25 per 196 Ibs in 
wood for choice Pennsylvania and $4.35@ 
4.60 for choice and fancy western patent. 

MILLFEED— Spot offerings moderate 
and prices steady, but trade quiet. Offer- 
ings to arrive ample and the market dull 
at former rates. Quotations: 

Winter bran, bulk,per ton— 


5.00@5.50 


OR Raa rakes sake cecstnaessch esses $18.50@19.00 

To arrive, prompt shipment....... 17.50@18.00 
Spring bran in 200-lb sacks, per ton— 

OM BPOb....2..errererccee seve scence 18. 50@1 9.00 

To arrive, all-rail .................. 17.50@..... 

To arrive, lake-and-rail, April . 17. 3@O. oe 

Sp pent bran in 100-lb sacks, 50c additional. 
City mills products, per ton— 

Bran in 100-lb sacks................ 19. 50@20. 00 

Middlings in 100-lb sacks........... 21.50@22.00 


OATMEAL — Quiet and steady with 
moderate offerings. eee, 
Gr ‘ound oatmeal, wood 

Rolled, steam and kiln-dried, wood . 
Pearl barley, in sacks . Wi icdseeares 1.6 ae 
Patent-cilt. W000) <i..05 60 csececsccdececs 4.25@04.50 

CORN PRODUCTS—Supplies and mod- 
erate and prices steady, but trade quiet. 
(luotations: 





Granulated yellow meal...............$2. 75@3.10 
Granulated white meal. en eae *3 3 ROG 3.30 
OWT SAMIR TROBE 66565 cc sch aes enve deuce 2.60@3.00 
pg Se rey ear 2.60@. 

White corn flour. . boeccuncecels csp SIOS50 
Yellow corn flour........-...--.-....., 3.00@3.40 


IN iivducics ua eseeecastasens 3.00@3.30 
WHEAT—The market advanced 2c un- 
der light offerings and bullish speculation 


in the west, but trade here was quiet. Re- . 


ceipts, 4,077 bus; exports, nothing; stock, 
3,918 bus. Prices compare as follows: 
WINTER WHEAT 
Close Goturdns Week ago 





No. 270d; MAY. «0600005468 W@ .99 $ .96@ .97 
CAR LOTS 
No. 2 Penn. red .........c00 .99@1.00 .97@ .98 
No. 2 Delaware red......... .99@1.00 7@ .98 
Oso oss aelscccies 5.cs:80.60: SO Oe 97 
Steamer No. 2 red... .. A@ .9 D .93 
Oe So Se .. .94@ 95 93 
pe 2 err I1@ 92 .90 


No. 1lnorth’n, Dul’th........ 1.)1@1.12 1. ROL. ‘09 
No. 2north’n, Dul'th........ 1.06@1.07 1.03@1.04 

CORN—The market ruled strong under 
higher western advices and prices ad- 
vanced 2c, but exporters showed little in- 
terest and local trade demand was light. 


Receipts, 24,635 bus; exports, 162,856; 
stock, 152,368. Prices compare as follows: 
Close 
Saturday Weekago 
No. 2 mixed, PED os ssi ceisioey © 5dY@d6 53%4@d6 
No. 2 mixed, 5 ee 5d%@56 534%4@54 
CAR LOTS 
No. 2. export elevator....... 55%4@56 534%4@54 





Steamer, export elevator... 544%@55 5244@53 
No. 2 yellow, local .......... 58 @99%4 55%@d7 

OATS—Trade in car lots quiet and prices 
a shade easier under more liberal offerings. 
Receipts, 157,690 bus; exports, 40,000; 
stock, 137,976. Prices per bushel compare 
as follows: 





Close Last 
Satur day week 
No. 2 white, clipped... 36 3614@36% 
No. 2 white, natural....... : 3534 36 @36%4 
No. 4 white, natural....... 35 @35% % 





pO Es See eran @35 
Rejec God, WRIM......6.5.. 34 @34% 


Montreal 


May 23.—(Special Telegram.)—There is 
a firmer feeling in flour, in sympathy with 
continued strong wheat markets; but 
prices show no actual change. Demand is 
good and business is more active. Re- 
ceipts of flour for the past week were 14,- 
045 bbls, against 8,582 the previous week, 
and 12,127 last year. Shipments were 13,- 


- -@35% 
34 @34% 





479 sacks from Montreal and 2,072 from 

Prices are quoted as follows: 
Bags £4 

2.69@2.70 


Portland. 


Choice patents............ $ 
Strong clears ............ 
Winter patents........... 
Straight rollers........... 2 





¥ xX 

May 20.— MILLFEED— Although the 
supply of bran is still very limited in mill- 
ers’ hands, so much so that they have been 
compelled to enter the market as buyers 
in order to secure enough to fill some ur- 
gent orders, yet this factor has not been 
strong enough to maintain values. Some 
in the trade have been selling car lots and 
parts of car lots of Manitoba bran for fu- 
ture shipment to country points at $17 per 
ton, including bags, a decline of $1 per ton 
on the price that millers are selling to lo- 
cal dealers as they claim to be realizing 
$18. New business has been small and now 
that the pastures are in good condition 
throughout the country, the demand will 
likely be limited. 

Ontario bran easier and prices are 50c 
per ton lower, with sales of car lots at $18 
(@18.50 per ton, including bags. Shorts 
also weaker and prices have declined 50cj@ 
$1 per ton. Steady demand for shorts and 
it is believed tbat this will continue 
through the best part of summer on ac- 
count of the relative high prices of coarse 
grains. Sales of Manitoba shorts have 
been made at $20 and of Ontario at $19.50@ 
20.50 per ton, including bags. 

There is no change in moullie, for which 
the demand is fairly good at prices rang- 
ing from #24 to $28 per ton, as to quality. 

WHEAT —Increased demand from for- 
eign sources for Manitoba spring, and dur- 
ing the early part of the week, fair busi- 
ness was done for May-June shipment to 

London and Glasgow, Fair inquiry from 
New York, also, which also resulted in 
sales. The advance later in the week 
ee business, but previously a sale of 
15,000 bus of No. 2 northern Manitoba 
wheat was made here at 89°¢c, and of 15,- 
000 bus of No. 3 at 83%<c¢ per bu, c.i.f. 
Georgian Bay. 

COARSE GRAINS—Good demand from 
foreign sources for American clipped oats 
at an advance in prices of 14¢d to 3d. Bus- 
iness has been fairly large, with engage- 


ments of oceau freight reported for the 
same-to Liverpool at 10!gd May; to Lon- 
don, 1s 1l}gd June; Leith, Is 94 June; 
Havre, ls 9d June; Belfast, Is 6d June. 
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There has been a slight improvement jy 
the local and country demand for Cana. 
dian oats. Receipts do not increase much 
and a steady feeling prevails. A sale of 
25,000 bus of No. 2 white was made at 451, ¢ 
per bu, ex-store, but the bulk of the acs 
ness has been in car lots at 45!sc for No. : 9 
and at 44':c for No. 3. Buckwheat is 
weak. Sales of small lots amounting to 
5,000 bus at 65!cc per bu afloat, were made. 
Trade in American corn has been quiet, 
owing to the sharp advance in prices jp 
the Chicago market. Cargo lots quoted 
at 56c afloat. 

CEREAL PRODUCTS — Demand for 
rolled oats is chiefly for Small lots to fiJ] 
actual wants and prices are steady at $2.15 
(@2.17 per bag. Cornmeal is unchanged at 
$1.35@1.45 per bag. 





Baltimore 


May 23. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
trading almost at a standstill on account 
of the rapid advauce in prices, making al] 
ciasses of buyers shy. Prices at the close 


are nominally as follows per 196 Ibs in 
wood: 

Mee GENE Sheeran pues Fos 9 pein seis eeoie S'ei9 > $4.00@ 4.30 
Bio brands Of OXtPB.... 2. .6eces ce sevess 5.20% 





WE I RMR Fs Sone ne do Seisle diac. esiwienie's @o 8's 
UNE COIN ios b soa cxdcre b.0 oRb6 cose ; 
TEPER OMI hehe scat 85's dees sweva's . 
Winter straight 
aR TOI ove | Kon aoc ks o> 5.30 
Winter atent, special stencils.. 
SUG TT IO gos since nadie a ee tears ees 3.7 
City mills’ clear.. 5 





City mills’ straight . EN SOs 5.60 
City mills’ second patent .............. 5.8F 
TCT TTI SUING oo eis a ccs tcinccc cece. 6.50 


Hard winter clear .................000. BHWOU3,75 
Hard winter ee . 
Hard winter patent. . 






DEINE CHOBE. ecevc wie e backs B55 eae 345 1.00 

POE HUDMENIND cicieceiiaseinasilcsleccdsoves f 5065.75 

Spring patent . eee 00 

Spring patents, ‘special brands........ 6.0 % 
¥* ¥* 


May 20.—WHEAT— Firm and bhigier. 
Cash wheat in small supply and bette) «e- 
mand. Receipts for the week, 10,849 ! \s: 
exports, none; stock, 157,029. Clo-ii: 
prices with comparisons: 

Today Year 
.$1.0434@1.05 $1.08 
HA 054. 05% 1.08 
»1.02 


No. 2 red, spot..... 
No. 2 western, spot.. 
No. 3 red, spot...... 





Steamer No. 2, spot 9934 
Southern, bysample_ .90 @l. 04 98 . 


Southern, on grade .944(@1.04% 98 ( 





LS RE re are 1.04% 4@1. 05 1.08 @ 
WI Rs kon aise ft 
Be ee eee || ARES ere ( 
September.......... BO ee sics © Vie:cis sie 


CORN—Quiet but firm. Small offe rings 
and reduced stocks exert a check on 
trade in corn and little business is p:<si- 
ble. Receipts for the week, 72,484 bus: ex 





ports, 194,829: stock, 187,496. Closing 
prices with comparisons: 

Mixed— Today Year ago 
Spot... .........-ecccee cesses HOM @55% 535 

© BS White 6.0.6 secc cen ss SMG 54° 
Steamer, mixed ........... 514@ 51 
Southern white. cacsces Oe oe 51> 
Southern yellow. ieteoaae eaee on 53s @ 516 
SS eee cecwceccce OID, 53 
GNM go Kalk ak nelson Oaiea near’ 53% @54 545, 


MILLFEED— Quiet and easy. Quota 
tions are as follows: lightweight winter 
bran, bulk, per ton, $18.50@19; medium 
$17.50@18; heavy, $17; brown middlings, 
sacked per ton, $17.75@18.25: spring }ran 
in 200-lb sacks, per ton, $17(@17.50, in 100-Ib 
sacks, per ton, $17.50@18; city mills’ mid 
dlings, in 100-lb sacks, per ton, #19. 





Toronto 
May 23.— (Special Telegram.)— Millers 
report considerable improvement in the 


demand from the maritime provinces, 
both from wholesalers and local dealers 
Purchases are not large, mostly one and 
two car lots, but a decidedly better feeling 
prevails. A number of sales for export, 
both to Newfoundland and Great Brit 
have been put through during the weck, 
but prices obtained give bare cost based ou 
present prices of wheat. Sales are re} 

ed at prices which follow: ~ 





High patent, blended.. an 2) 
Patent, 85 to 80 per c ent, blended ..... | 5.000 2.1 
eae a 90 sd cent, blended........... 4.0 () 
Straights........... eer rr * i, “0 
DN can 6 oak ed eA dneS ba cekuwhseaves 4.10 2) 
Pe EE Se ean ee 3.50 0 


In bags 20c per bbl less and in half barre!> 
per bbl more is asked. 

A much firmer feeling exists in Man 
ba flour. No advance in price. Orders 
coming in fairly well. Some millers 
looking for an advance in price before \ 
long. Prices are as follows, per 196 |b 
bags delivered all Ontario points: 


We MON so cosa cua tena cane apeaes $5,104 
Second patent. . saan eeeaaeeasasneas Ee 
RN eee oe gah io hoch tone Ses aknias 4.70 


Mills only sign oce: abies have t« 
cept 10@20c per bbl a 


May 20. — wiLieeeD — Demand 
bran and shorts continues unabated. 5« 
of the smaller mills are buyers of bran « 
middlings in order to supply the local 
mand. Some of the larger mills are tu 
ing down orders for middlings. Pri 
follows per ton of 2,000 1bs in car lots f.o 
mills: middlings, bagged, $18.90@19 
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pran, $16.50@17.50. No sales on Ontario 
wheat bran for export are reported by On- 
tario mills. 

WHEAT—Some of the largest holders of 
Ontario wheat have been ‘selling freely, 
wishing to reduce their stocks before tak- 
ing their annual summer outing. One 
dealer has sold 35,000 bus in the last two 
weeks. Manitobas have been about a cent 
higher this week than last and the close to- 
day shows an advance of nearly 3c a bu 
asked over a week ago. Prices for July de- 
livery are as follows: No. 1 northern, 
gi1,¢; No. 2 northern, 93c; No. 3 northern, 
asc in 5,000 and 10,C00-bu lots. Prices close 


as follows: 
ONTARIO WHEAT 


No. | white winter, new, for aene de Sati --@9S 
No. 2 red winter, new..........- pekees oe 
No > white winter, TO STIS oe ital te 9@M 
No. | spring, SIRI 5's 55 sa4% bec hae oee's I@.. 
No. 2 spring. nominal ...........++.+2. +++ 90@.. 
No. 2 goose, nominal . ee eae sy fe 


Ali f.o.b. cars country points. 
MANITOBA WHEAT 





No. | NOVCROPM occcccesvecesecnsecr seve 97%@9814 
No. 2 northern rata oe le 
No. 3 northern ........ccce cess cece eeee 88 @8% 
No. | OXtPS wiccecaccncivcan sser vieves’s vans ..@83 


OATS—Demand good, especially from 
the east, and stocks at country points are 
reported light. At some points dealers re- 
port that they are selling farmers 100 and 
9) ba lots at full shipping price. Unless 
pny ‘deliveries take place in the next 
thir. y days, oats may sell several cents 
higier. Prices follow: No. 1 white, 40c; 
No... white, 39c, for milling, low freights: 
No. . white, 401g¢@4lc, middle freights: 
40c 's asked high ‘freight points for No. 2. 

C\) {N—Local demand for feeding pur- 
pos: continues good. The high price at 
wh hogs and cattle are selling makes it 
pre ible, notwithstanding the present 
hig! prices, which, however, have not ad- 
van od in proportion to the Chicago May. 
Kil) dried No. 3 yellow is offered at 54c 
«.i.!. lake ports. Manitoba feed is selling 
at 4 .(@49e delivered Ontario points. 

C) REALS—Ontario millers report that, 
wit!) American oatmeal selling 20c below 


the’» price, no business is doing. Demand 
for other cereals continues good. Prices 


are as follows: rolled oats, #4.50 per 180 
Ibs (1 wood by the carload delivered Toron- 
to freight points. In bags 25c¢ per bbl less. 
In | oken lots 25c per bb! less. In broken 
lots 25e per bbl more. Cornmeal gold dust, 
$3 carloads, or $3.10 in broken. lots, in 
bag> 





Duluth 


May 22.—Quotations to jobbers for car 
ov round lots of flour, net per 196 Ibs 
f.o.b. mills, are: Monday Year ago 
First patent, wood........ 35.65@5.90  H.95@5.2( 
4.85@5.00 








Second patent, wood .... 
Straight, wood. . Aone 4.75@4.90 
Fancy clear, jute . 3. 45@ _— 


Export clear, jute... ; 32004. 30 
Low grade, jute .......... 2.853@3.05 
FLOUR OUTPUT 
1905 bbls 1904 bbls 1903 bbls 
May 20...26,500 May 21...14.270 May 23...21,490 
‘ ; 6 May 14... 8.700 May 16...31,070 
May 7... 7.000 May 9...27.895 
April30..16,910 May 2...: 
EXPORTS 











May 2x. ssves | a. Re May 23... 6,000 
May 13... 2,000 May l4... ..... May 16... 1,600 
May 634 <cs3e 1 Oe May 9. 
April... ... April30.. ..... May 2.. 
MILLF EED- -In moderate demand Ps 


eastern dealers for prompt delivery. Mills 
offerings somewhat enlarged and about 
everything put on the market finds a 
ready sale. Millers ask the following 
prices per ton in 200-lb sacks, car lots: 
Monday Year ago 
Bran, 200-lb sacks. ....314.50@15.00 318.00@18.50 
Shorts, 200-Ib sacks... 15.50@16.00 — 18.50@19..0 
Middlings, 200-Ib sacks 16.00@16.50 19.00@19.50 
Milloed. «is cease boas 15.50@16.00 18.50@19.00 
nhs here 100-lb sacks are ordered 50c per ton is 
adae ~d 

Closing prices of coarse grain today were 
as follows: 

Oats—To arrive, 304c; track, 30'4c. 

Rye—To arrive, 75c; track, 75c. 

Baurley—Feed, 30%@4lc. 

\ HEA'T—Extremely dull market. Wheat 
here is all tied up, and nobody dare sell 
short or buy except for actual needs. AI- 
most no grain coming in aud withdrawals 
to nillers are very small. On the option 
market days pass with not more than half 
adozen trades. Prices have had an ad- 
Vaicing tendency, July price especially. 
It <iows a gain of 5c on the week, while 
th other months range from 2c to 3c. 
Closing prices have been as follows: 

-No. iE Sees 
On tr’k To ar’ve May July Bens 
















Monday ............-.106% 106% 106% 102% 
Tuesday ..... -++-- 108 108) «108 =: 107 
Wolnesday..........105 105 105 104 
Thursday oes 500505 105 106: 106105% 
Friday ..assussiecnstdie. eb. Jes Ge 
Si rday RR Fee ae Petes 106% 106% 106% 106 
Monday. .c...cewe sods 108 108) OS 10744 
May 23, 1904.......... 96% 96 96% 94% 3 
WEEK'S RECEIPTS May 21 
May 20) May 13 1904 
Wheat 1.584 = 14,309 56.228 
0 350 820 
_ L Peerarcr ore aire 3 5,480 
BYS. «ss cdesiegns Shattansil soeamel © Mie gees 2.093 


"121135" 20,766 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 





SHIPMENTS 
OUND Ss se Cvia date eyed 813,486 435.479 = 145,662 
aera ee Lt. 
vg CE TEE OTIC, GS. 700 © 852,549 
7 Ao ree 51,112 102,155 

DRE ke ¥% Gales asp'ea Sa Dee > Sexvnss 
F aod eT eee 95,007 513,372 77,323 


WHEAT STOCKS 
Wheat in Duluth-Superior elevators is 
reported as follows on the dates given, in 














bushels: May 21 
May : 20 May 13 May6 1904 

ROE elas. 4,067 4,067 } 
l northern.... 442, 231i ; 1,027,665 
2 northern.... 35,891 
No. 3 Sy 93,629 
2 Oe ee eee 15,849 
Rejected ..... 1 2,522 
No grade 732 5,731 
Western..... 1x, 459 18,459 
DGrans. «2... 7 83,474 82 AM 
Special bin...1 909, ‘474 2,056,614 1,895,625 2,1 
MM Na ie SEN eee oe Gwiee Gass 

Totals ...... 2,441,011 2.748.048 3.181.432 4,337, 202 


FLAXSEED—Has been almost station- 
ary, with a change in the tactics for new 
crop, which has advanced 2c. There is 
nothing to say of the market, which is 
absolutely a one-man affair. There are 
now 6,680,303 bus of seed in store here, 


‘compared with 6,766,212 last week and 8,- 


153,963 last year. There was an increase 
in store here this week last Meg of 444,000 
bus, this week a decrease of 85,99. Clos- 
ing prices were as follows: 

Jash May July Sept Oct 











Monday .... 43° $1.43 Slat $1.25 1.23% 
Tuesday . . 1.43 1.43 1.45 1.24% 
Wednesday... 1.43 1.43 1.43 1.24% 
Thursday ... 144 1.44 1.4434 1.24% 
Friday....... 1.44 1.44 1.45, 1.24% 
Saturday .... 1.43% 1.48% 1.44 3 1.243% 
Monday ..... 1.4: 3% 1.43% 1.43% 1.26% 1. Ps 
May 23. 1904.. 1.07% 1.07 1.08% 1.09% 1.00% 
Minneapolis 


May 2 sked_ to- 





day by Toual and aie mills car or round 
lots at Minneapolis, per 196 lbs, for prompt 
Tuesdav 


shipment, were: 
First patent, in wood. . 
Second patent in w ood. 


Year ago 
$4.85@5.15 
4. TH@5.05 











Dd. H5@: 5.90 
55 





Fancy clear, jute 3.20@3.40 
First clear, jute .......... 2. $.00@3.15 
Second clear, jute. ive eS 2. 15@2.25 
HBed-dow, wate... .....5.. i: 33@I1. ‘90 2 10@2.15 


Prices asked by northwestern mills, in- 
cluding Minneapolis. and outside, for 
prompt shipment, lake-and-rail, per 280 ]bs, 
in jute, c.i.f., including 2 per cent commis- 
sion, were today (May 23): 





LONDON 
Tuesday Last year 
Patent ....-. 6.05.5 203) @33s S @2%s td 
Fancy clear...... 22s 6d@23s 6d 
First clear....... 203 @2Is 6d 
Second clear..... 16s 83d@16s td 
Red-dog.......... 13s 64@13s 94 
LIVERPOOL 
Patent. ‘ wee aone kes ee : 
First clear, standard.............. 19s 91@ Bs 3d 
BOODIME GIOBR «o.oo cccccs 0 is sincns lis @lts 6d 
he oe ee ie ta dns, Hace a ee 13s 3d@1#s 64 
GLASGOW 
Patent . ; reocenccs OO Qe 
First clear, standard............-- 20s @2Is td 
Second clear. vearpseecescce JUG GREDIOS Om 
EM cha ase nc ales goGie Feed bias 13s bd@1ks 9d 


Amsterdam c.i.f. quotations of local 
and outside mills were, today, per 2201 
lbs, in guilders: 

First clear eipalpaete uns 

I ing o.ri0's X4'0k ks Rabo i aves’ 

NE oes dbs niendst ths awed ta eRe ee Lesko 
FOREIGN EXCIIANGE 

London 60 days’ sight documentary ex- 
change was quoted by Minneapolis banks 
as follows during the last week: 

May 17...$4.845¢@4.843% May 20...84.84%@4.85 
May 18... 4.843,@4.84%, May 22... 4.84%@4.85 
May 19... 4.84%@...... May 33... 4.85 @4.85% 

Guilders. three days’ sight, were. May 23, 

quoted at 40 24@40.26. 
MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT 

The flour output and foreign shipments 
of Minneapolis mills for four weeks, with 
comparisons, are shown in the subjoined 
tables : FLOUR OUTPUT BY WEEKS 

1905 even 1904 Bbls 1903 ~Bbls 


. 9%@10% 
S14, 834 


TH@ 7% 











May 27.. May 28..240,615 May 30..325.420 
May 20..1 


50 May 21..246,.680 May 23.. 
May 13.161, 840 May 14..217,775 May 16..3: 
May 6..169,410 May ja 530 May 9..308,180 
FOREIGN SHIPMENTS BY WEEKS 
May = 42.125 Ma 
May 2 May 23.. 47, 
ay 13.. 31,245 May a . May l6.. 35.07 0 
May 6.. 23,950 May 7.. 23,465 May 9.. 90,020 
OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


The flour output and foreign shipments 
of northwestern mills outside of Minne- 
apolis and Duluth have been by weeks, in 
barrels: 

Week No. Capac- Output — Exp’ts — 
ending mills ity 1904-5 1903-4 1904-5 1903-4 
Feb. 11...47 34, 9 133.470) 154.595 38,675 11,630 
Feb. 18 | 3 my 2500 5410 

Feb. 7 14s, a 4,540 
Mar. j 4.910 
Mar. 4.085 
Mar. Ik... 
Mar. 2...4! 
Apr. 

























May : 108, 160 








CEREALS AND FEED 

Millfeed ruled steady from ‘Tuesday to 
Saturday, some brokers reporting moder- 
ate sales. However, Minneapolis was 
relatively stronger than any other market. 
In the last two days, there has been a 
weakening in prices and bran and 
standard middlings have declined about 
50c per ton. This partly resulted froma 
somewhat larger milling capacity being 
placed in operation and partly from the 
fact that old contracts, in filling which 
the mills had been behind, are now all 
cleaned up. Ked-dog is about steady. 
Nothing is being done for deferred ship- 
ment and, therefore, prices can not be 
quoted for same. 

Minneapolis car-lot prices of millfeed 
today (May 23) for prompt shipment were, 


per ees Ibs: Bulk 200-!b sacks 
BRS ii cexvtamans xicuexe B1°.50@12.75 = 313 257013.50 
Renee middlings .. 12.60@12.75 7 35@13.50 
Flour middlings ...... is 25@15.50 6.00@16.25 
Red-dog, 140-lb jute... 17. 50@17. 65 i: 50@18.65 


In 100-1b sacks, 50¢ per ton additional over 200- 
lb sacks is charged. 

The Bostou basis of prices for millfeed, 
for prompt shipment, is given below, per 
ton, in 200-lb sacks: 





Tuesday Year ago 
PA ese alee au asics $17.75@18 00 = $23.25 ae 23, 40 
Standard middlings .. 17.85@18.00 pa § 
Flour middlings ...... 20. 50@20.75 
Red-dog. 140-lb sacks... 23.00@73.25 


Quotations of cereals and feed ptbiitiate, 


in car lots, net to jobbers, f.o.b. Minne- 
apolis, are: 

Cracked corn, 2,000 lt ER cade sos “= 18.25 
No. 1 ground feed, 2.000 = bulk.... 18.25@18.50 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 lbs, bulk.... rong 18.75 


No. 3 ground feed. 2 2 ,000 Ibs, bulk.... 18.75@19.00 
Rye feed. 2.000 lhs, in 100-Ib sacks ... 15. SU@I5.75 
Yellow cornmeal. granulated* ...... 2 
COPMMICRL, WHITE. 2.0.5. cccscccsccrss 
BEGET. GORRRON 5.6:056 5 cc0ice ce ese ceses 
pO EE rrr errr 
Brewers’ grits, in jute, 200 lbs. ..... 
Rye flour, ot Seis Dea awe spats te 
Rye flour, best* 
Rye flour, standard, white . 
Graham, rye, bb 
Graham, wheat, pure. bbl........... 
Graham, standard, bbl .............. 
Rolled oats, 180 lbs, wood............ 
Rolled oats. per bbl in 90-lb sacks... 
Mil] screenings. per ton ............. 
Elevator screenings, per ton........ 
Buckwheat screenings. per ton ..... 
Flaxseed screenings, per ton........ 
Chicken feed screenings, per ton.... 
*Per barrel in sacks. Where not otherwise 
stated. sacks are of 49 and 98-lb cotton. 














MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN MARKETS 


MINNEAPOLIS, May 22.—The local wheat 
market has been exciting all the week, 
changes especially in May, being radical 
and frequent. This future is conceded to 
be controlled by a strong interest, and as 
the final day for settlement approaches, 
the greater will be the attraction. 

The appended table shows closing prices, 
in cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of No. 
1 northern, No. 2 northern, No. 3, No. 4, 
rejected, July and i September wheat : 


ad Nol Noz o4 ej 
534 BUG! 0144 88 euee sO Hf 00% 
-£95¢@1.02% 87 63@82 1.025¢ 
-9834@1.0334 90 G5@S5 1.03% 
‘Ory "4G 91 62@75 1.01% 
1.00 @1.03 90 065@74 1.04 
98 @1.41 91 63@82 1.0234 
99 @1O1 90 67@S84 1.04 
{ 1.0134@ 1.133% 90 61@84 1.05 
1.024%4@1.04% 94 65@88 1.07% 
-9144@ .9344 .. ..@.. 94 
dt Ge ste 4s QO. GR 





BAe AW Sis 


16 ; ; 10% 


a 

a 

iP 

me 
18..1. 
1, 

E 

1. 

a 
K 94% 





25%. .793— .7 
+1904. $1903. 
Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and Du- 

luth for the week ended Saturday were in 

bushels (hundreds omitted) : ee eee 

1905 1904 1903 1905 1904 
Minneapolis ...... 882 492 720) (7.444 «(9.315 
PETE onc nc o's anes 15 56 102) 2,441 4.437 








OTE Se cksaa Se 548 832 9,875 13.652 
RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
Receipts and shipments at Minneapolis 
by weeks ended Saturday were: 














RECEIPTS May 21 
May 20 1904 
Wheat, bus .......... 892. -400 492.170 
Flour, bbls:.......... ; 5,429 
Millstuff, tons ....... B47 
eee 39.600 
CO, BIDS So cccsenencs 229,090 
Barley, bus .........- 65.440 
pO eae 15.400 
ere 3, 490 18,260 
SHIPMENTS 
Wheat, bus .. 304.560 300.840 236.440 
Flour, bbls. cccvece an 186.015 254.948 
Millstuff. tons ote a ate 5,723 4,878 6.074 
Barley, bus.......... 41,300 41.070 = 100.700 
SN sis ce pasave 9,680 6,720 8,370 
DIOR. WR. ccs accca * 1,280 15,470 98,900 


RECEIPTS BY GRADE 
Wheat received at Minneapolis by week, 
ended Saturday, in carloads, graded as 
follows: May 21 


May 20) May13 May 6 1904 
No. luorthern. Miz 42 3 Gl. 
No. “northern... rs s) ne 133 
WER ec. He rt Iz v7 
No. 4. ts 9 o 170 ny 
Rejec ted . ke. OMe : Hy) S4 Bit) 
No grade. Bae 6 iY 1 
Winter...... 109 130 110 7 
Macaroni ate whaké's eae 3 8 
Mixed wheat ..... Si 70 28 
Western wheat.. 1 1 








Jy AA 
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MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 
Wheat in Minneapolis public elevators 
was reported as follows by the Chamber 
of Commerce ou dates given, in bushels: 
May 21 


May 20 May 13 
No. thard 10,576 10,576 
No. 1 north 4,836,888 4,475,190 4 
No. 2 north . es 
No. ; ene s 
Rejec ec acon 
DIO GTBOG .6. “svc cecess 
Speci'l eee 


May 6 
10,576 
550.800 


DB eoi 





136,003 
$,424.605 
4.388 





Others..... 3.086.852 B546,955 3! 
— re 


7.434,3"6 8,032,751 
S051 873 9.247 S38 











9, 3M, 33 





.. 7.454.740 
12) 620,403 13.0%: 738 13. 719.7 (65 
CROP YEAR RECEIPTS 
Receipts of wheat at Minneapolis and 

Duluth from Sept. 1 to May 20 were ax 

follows, with comparisons, in bushels: 





1904-5 1903-4 
Minneapolis............... 75,291.90 72.641 450 
PGE vier isccanwse sisson 21,711 562 26,473,059 





DOB osc5550 herein 97,003.542 
COARSE GRAINS 

Daily closing prices of No. 3 yellow 

corn, No. 3 white oats, No. 2 rye and bar- 

ley at Minneapolis during the week were. 


99.114,509 





per bushel: Corn Oats Rye Barley 
PRY Bibs cues cess s+ 48% 8024 T44{@75% 8944 
May 18.. - 494 Bl T5%@T6% 40@414 
30% TAY@TH, 8945 

30% 15%4@16% 39@45 

304 15% @76% B6@45 

30% 7 54 @Tb% B9@AD 





Stocks uf coarse grain in public elevators 
at Minneapolis, in bushels, were: May 21 





May 20 May +4 104 
12 788 7 2.688 
897.117 426.409 
193.006 GO8.072 
24,276 5,680 
mi ‘fF 415 2 463.822 





Freight Rates 


OCEAN RATES 
rates on flour, from Atlantic 





Ocean 
ports, as quoted in Minneapolis ‘Tuesday, 
were as follows, in cents per 100 lbs: 









From 

Phil- New- 

New Bos- Balti- adel- Mon- port 

To— York ton more phia treal News 

Aberdeen....... 14.0) 14.91 16.00 15.00 12.05 ..... 

Amsterdam..... 9.00 12.00 10.00 9.00 ..... 11.00 

Antwerp........ a 8.50 7.50 8.0..... 

MMMBD os se cante Grecloutseis 

Bremen ......... 
Bristol .... . , 
Cardiff...... ~~ 
Christiania ..... 


Copenhagen .... 








Cork 

PN Sn 5 ines: Santee saes HW. ; ; 
Dundee ......... 14.00 14.91 16.00 15.00 1661... 
Glasgow ........ 5.50 5.00 8.00 6.75 6.97) 8.50 
Gothenburg .... 14.00 14.00 16.00 15.00 22... 22... 
Hamburg........ 12.00 12.00 12.00 11.00 ..... 12.00 
BIAVED:.« .as0eses RE Re ee ae ne 12:00) ....-5 
Helsingfors .... 14.00 14.00 16.00 15.00 ..... 2... 
| Lea ee 1S 125 .... ish Raghe 
LPS ee UE ee 1000 9.00 10.71... 
Liverpool....... 6.00 5.00 7.00 600 670° 8.00 
a ee 8.44 6.44 7.75 675 
Londonderry... 15 76 13.57 16.50 14.57 15.27 
Manchester..... TO8 640)... 6.75 
Newcastle ...... POR oe. caeee: Sans 
Rotterdam...... 9.0 1000 9.00) 8.00. 

CN winss'o cis sracae' 18.00 16.81 18.00 17.81 1851 ..... 
tS) > ARE ee Or rr arn 
Stettin . 11.00 11.00 13.00 12.00... 


St. , ~ FS ‘e O00 icc eceee 10.00 10.00 222" 


Owing to frequent changes, the above rates 
are subject to confirmation. 





LAKE RATES—MINNEAPOLIS 
Lake-and-rail rates, on flour, feed, oil 
cake, etc., from Minneapolis and Minne- 
sota Transfer, are, in cents per 100 lbs: 







Boston ........... 22.50 Ogdensburg...... 
ee i, 50 Pittston... ...... 
New York ....... 20.50 Washington...... 
New York ....... *19.50 Syracuse ........ 
Albany........... 20.00 Rochester....... 
Do ee ae. 
Schenec tady ay ee ” Cleveland ...... 
Philadelphia. Fairport ........ 





Philadelphia. Montreal .... .... 2 
Utica. Pia caitaes Montreal .... .... 
Baltimore........ Portland 
Baltimore... .... Portland ........ 
Eee Providence 
Binghamton... .. Punxsutawney... 
Comming .......0.. Scranton .... .... 
Cortland......... Wayland......... 
DI es coun n oe : Wilkesbarre ..... 
Hornellsville..... 17.50 Newport News . 
TRRRMOM 0 vces cccaes 17.50 Quebec........... 
Mt. Morris. ...... 17.50 


*Made only on export shipments. 

Rates from Duluth are 5c less than the above. 

The Chicago and Duluth proportion of 
through rates from Minneapolis are shown 
below in cents per 100 Ibs: 


To— A B 9) A 8 
New York.. 13.00 15.50 Utica....... 11.50 
Boston...... 15.00 17.50 Syracuse... 10.00 
Phil’delphia 11.00 13.50 Rochester .. 10.00 
Baltimore .. 10.00 12.50 Elmira...... 10.00 
Albany ..... 12.50 15.00) Buffalo ..... : 





A From Chieago. B- From Duluth 
DETROIT 
Freight rates on flour in’ cents per 100 
Ibs from Detroit to the points named are 
as follows: 


New York........ 18.50 Boston .........>. 15.50 
Philadelphia..... 11.50 Newport News... ae 0 
Pittsburg ........ tO Bo. > es 
Portland ......... 15.50 Baltimore 
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8ST. LOUIS 


Following are the freight rates on flour 
in sacks, in cents per 100 lbs, from East 
St. Louis to foreign ports, via all-rail: 


Amsterdam BM London... .....+.+. S194 
Antwerp......... 21.50 Rotterdam....... 23.50 
Belfast 25.00 Manchester 

Dublin 00 OC or iv dow ae 
Glasgow 0) Bristol . vaeten 
Hamburg 24.50 Leith. 

Liverpool . 20.50 Hull. 


All-rail omit rates on hone, in sacks, 
in cents per 100 lbs: 
17.50 Boston 
Philadelphia 15.50 Baltimore 
Newport News .. 12.50 
Domestic rates, all-rail, on flour in 
sacks, in cents = 100 lbs: 


New York 
Boston 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburg 
Buffalo 
Albany 
Syracuse 
All Virginia com- 
mon points. . 


Scranton 
Baltimore ... .... 
Washington 
i er 
Newport News .. 
Richmond, Va. .. 
Rochester 
Cleveland 
Indianapolis ..... 


INDIANAPCLIS 


Following are the through rates on flour 
and millstuff from Indianapolis to the At- 
lantic seaboard and foreign ports, in cents 
per 100 lbs, effective May 9: 

New York 13.00 London at 
Boston ........... 13.00 Glasgow.......... 18.00 
Baltimore........ 10.00 D . = 
Philadalphia 11.00 ee Th 
Newport News .. 10.00 Glasgow. Send 18 40 
Via New Yerk to Liverpool 

Liverpool 19.19 Via Baltimore to 
London .......... 21.44 Antwerp 
Glasgow.......... 18.63 Amsterdam ...... 
Bristol 2100 Belfast 

Hull . are py Bristol At. ae 
Newcastle... es O06 Dublia............ 8 
Leith . Setanta. ae 706 Glasgow...... 
Antwerp......... 2 Liverpool 

Hamburg .. ONGOR: © o56:+<-> << 

’ Amsterdam . Hamburg . 

Rotter dam. Via Newpor “t New sto 
Bremen ...... Liverpool . : 17: 
Via Boston to ee 
Liverpool ..... Glasgow 


MILWAUKEE 

The following are the all-rail domestic 
rates on flour, in cents per 100 Ibs, from 
Milwaukee to eastern points: 
SEE ee ee ee 9.50 
New York... 15.00 Buffalo cece, SHO 
Philadelphia...... 13.00 Rochester 
ji ae . B50 Syracuse. . . 
Baltimore... 12.00 Albany... 3 SR 

Export rates on flour, in cents per 100 
lbs, from Milwaukee to seaboard ports are: 
Boston ...- 122.90 New York........ 13:00 
Philadelphia. .... 10.00) Baltimore . .. 9.00 

Lake-and-rail rates domestic rates to 
New York are quoted at 13c¢ and export 
12¢. 


KANSAS CITY 
Following are rates on flour for domes- 
tic use, all-rail, Kansas City to points 
named : 
New York. . 26.50 Baltimore........ 23.50 
Boston .. : 28.50 Washington...... 23 50 
Philadelphia este Detroit........... 19.50 
Pittsburg . Newport News... 23.50 
Albany Rochester........ 23.50 
Syracuse Cleveland 19.00 
Virginia points.. Richmond........ 23.50 
Scranton a 
Lake-and-rail rates of 2c per 100 lhs less ap- 
ply to all of above points save Detroit, Roches- 
ter, Cleveland and Virginia points. 
Following are tariff all-rail rates on 
flour for export: : 
Boston zenadely hin wanna ee 
New York Balthnnore........ 22.00 
Following are aoa rates on flour in 
sacks, Kansas City to the ports named, in 
cents per 100 Ibs. Rates via Atlantic are 
probably weak on firm offers: 
A 
Aberdeen... ¢ 2. Hamburg... 3200 3 
Amsterdam : ZN. Leith ...- BOOU 2 
Antwerp ... 28 Liverpool .. 27.00 26.13 
Bristol... ... London ..... 27.50 26.05 
Christiania 3% Manchester 2S 0) 26.7 
Copenhagen ‘ 2 Rotterdam... 40.00 28.05 
Dundee.... OO Bo do Belfast ..... 31.50 30.8% 
Glasgow oT 26.52 Dublin . $1.50 30.65 
A-—Atlantic. B-—Gulf 


Weekly Flour Output 


The attached table gives the flour out 
put at milling centers for two weeks, w a 
comparisons, in barrels: May 21 May 2 

May 20 May 13 104 
Minneapolis..... 178.250 101.840 246.680 
Duluth-Superior 26,500 6.000 14,20 
Milwaukee 41.40 27.450 15.250 


Total 226.200 195.290 276.00 


51 outside mills* $2480 108,100 
Agygr’tespring.. 3IS.680 0 ....... 384.360 
St. Louis ........ I00) 13.650) 16.200 
St. Louist... » 20400 19.500 17.000 
Indianapolis .... 1.600 iM wy 
Detroit Sei 2.00 12,000 11400 
Chicago ; Wait 20.800 9.000 
Kansas Cit y 34.200 30.500) 19.000 
Toledo 10,400 10,000 9.000 
*Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth. 
+Flour made by mills outside of St. Louis, but 
controlled in that citv 
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Closing Wheat Prices 


Closing prices of July and cash wheat at 
points named, on each day of the week, 
per bushel, were: 

JULY WHEAT 
Wed Thur Fri Sat 
17 18 19 20 
Minneap lis1.01%¢ 1.04 on 1.04 
Duluth.....1.04 1.05% 1.06 
Chicago.... .86 8934 88% 
St. Louis... . 3% 8 82% 
New York.. .915 «+ 92 92% 
Kansas City .76% .79% . 78 
Milwankee, .&6 % ORT 8 
Winnipeg... .91* : 924% .93 
CASH WHEAT 
Minneap lis1.13. 1.14 1.13% 1.138% 
Duluth..... 1.05 106 105 106% 
Chicagot. ..1.05% 1.06% 1.06% 1.07% 
St. Louis...1.03 1.03 1.0:%.... 
New York— 
1 north’nt1.08% a 114 
$ @ 1.02% 


Zhard.. .1.938 1.02 
Zrea.....1.0 1.02 
Milwaukee.1.14 
Toled 1.02 
Winnipeg... .60% 

+Fresh arrivals. +Afloat. 

In the above table the price of cash wheat at 
Minneapolis. Duluth (to arrive), Chicago. Mil- 
wauéee and Winnipeg is for No. 1 northern. at 
Toledo for No. 2 red. and at St. Louis for Nu. 
hard 


Week’s Flour Exports 


NEW YORK, May 23. — (Special Tele- 
gram.)—Exports of flour, given in bar- 
rels, from all Atlantic and Gulf ports for 
the weeks ending on the following dates, 
were: May May ag 21 

Destination— a 13 6 
IONGOR....;..065% 56.472 2% 10,045 
Liverpool 5,644 : 5,202 
Glasgow 932 3.377 1.421 


Southampton 
Manchester....... 
ee ener 
Hamburg 

Bremen 

Amsterdam 

Rotterdam 
Copenhagen..... 
Denmark 

Norway. Sweden. 


San 5 see 
Other W. Indies.. 
Central America. 
Brazil 


N. America. 7: wf 
South Africa 5.NBE AST 10.106 
RE cbse evs kalce S480 45,504 8 6,402 


Totals 97.500 81.098 114.165 192,970 





Visible Supply 


The statement of the visible supply of 
grain in the United States is given below 
in bushels (hundreds omitted) : 


—_————--May 20———--——— 
At— w heat Corn Oats Rye Brly 
Baltimore ........ 136 1s3 1.8 
BOGOR ...5.c.5000. TE 3 s 
Buitfalo ..... AR! = 1,07 
ei ; ~ 1 
Detroit ... : 
Duluth. iseane ae 
Ft. William ...... 3,7: $s 
Galveston 37 
Indianapolis...... 
Kansas City 
Milwaukee 
Minneapolis ...... 
Montreal 
New York 
Peoria. ree 
Philadelphia 
hg Arthur, Ont. 
Louis 
Toledo 
"TORO 5 occ coe 
On canals......... 
On BaRGS. 0.0005 s50- 


/o) | a 2 
Last week ..... 2 170 . nr 10.653 
Last year..... eae Ml 516k 6,242 

Changes for the week: Decrease— Wheat, 
1.741.000 bus; corn, 1,781,000; oats, 421,000; 
barley, 117,000; rye, 103.000 bus. 





World's Grain Shipments 


World’s grain shipments for the week are 
shown below in bushels: 
WHEAT Last 
May 20 May 13 year 
America .. .. 1,640,000 1.026.000 1.600.000 
Russia ...............4.312,000 3.156.000  3.1.91.000 
Danubian............1,592.000 824.000 42.000 
Argentina ...........1.754,000 3,296,000 2.583.000 
2 ae 1,365.000 CO8,000 1,176,000 
Australia 240,000 176.000 686.000 
Austria-Hungary............. 40.000 40.000 
WORM 6. xc ivic ks vse 23.000 48,000 113.000 
Totals..............11.05.6,000 9,184,000) 10,296,000 
CORN 
eee ee 152,000 1.672.000 6.000) 
es cis tcas. ee 128.000 7 
Danubian. 42.000 252.000 936.000 
Arge ntina 2188000 1.564.000 1.096.000 


America ..... 


Totals... .3.668,000 3.416 000 2.916 00) 





Reports indicate that 40 per cent of the 
corn area has been planted in Illinois, 
lowa and Nebraska, 


World’s Supplies 


The.Chicago Trade Bulletin estimates 
world’s supplies of wheat and flour on 
May 1, as follows (hundreds omitted) : 


Afloat for Europe 

In store in Europe 

In store, Argentina............ 

In store, Australia ; 

In store, America............. 59,72 64, 729 


SOME Aliso :s1 3 8 Se nd won ant 155,655 159,359 


Coarse Grain Prices 


Closing cash prices of corn, oats and rye 
on May 22, at following points, were: 


Corn Rye > 


TRRURROMAIIEIB. 5 oe os'soe.s rae occw knee 48% 764 
Duluth F (6) 

: 17% 
Kansas City 
New York ‘ isis 
Milwaukee f2 35 82 
"EON ea Pais: ce Goik woic4 ohhh ss aril Be 7s 


Quotations above are on ‘following grades: 
at Minneapvulis. Chicago, Milwaukee, Toledo, 
No. 3 vellow corn; at St. Louis. K+nsas City, 
New York, No. 2 white. At Minneapolis, Du- 
luth. py ye Toledo, Milwaukee, No. 3 white 
oats; at St. Louis. Kansas City, No. 2 white: at 
New York. natural white. At Minneapolis. 
big Toledo, Chicago, No. 2 rye: at Milwau- 
cee, No. 1 





Breadstuff Exports 


The national bureau of statistics at 
Washington furnishes the following report 
of the exports of breadstuffs during April, 
and for the last ten months, compared 
with the corresponding time in 1903-4: 

July 1 to July lto 

April April 80 April 20 

1905 1905 1904 
738,66) 7,283,530 945 9.943 15,389,298 
M431 4,258.86 724.646 42,650.84 
i 795 BPS. 316 52,494.683 
204 767 
eaeieaeieade 1.34 765,114 
5YT.YX1 9.723.120 712,194 10.255.450 
Cornnetl+ 47.077 BO2B67 29308 52.003 
Oatmealt .. 3.672.571 47,949,260 953,299 13,102,741 

*Bushel-. +Barrels. Pounds. 


Flourt 
Wheat*.... 





The World’s Flax Crop 


‘The world’s linseed crop for two years, 
as given by the department of agriculture 
was as follows in bushels: 

1903 1802 
. 27.301.090 29.285.000 

30; 076. 000 14,371.000 
20.173,000 
3.432,000 
14,077,000 

744.000 


United States. 
Argentina 

Russia. . wed veukis 
Other Europe. 

British India. . 

Other countries.........-. 


Total. 5 99 985.000 82.082,000 


The 1904 ¢ cr rops would be somewhat larger 
than the 1903 crops, says the Duluth Com- 
mercial Record, but details are not suf- 
ficiently exact to make an estimate at this 
time. Private estimates and the move- 
ment would suggest the following as about 
the 1904 crop: 

Argentiny. CEE ee 
United States . ET TCR Re 
India.. ig oni aa, ats ac ate wupin ables aoe weer or a 
Russia . ; Pree Tee 
Other coun{ries...............0.. 000... 5,000,000 


19.263.000 
742.000 





Total . , -. 106,00 000. 000 

The 1905 ¢ crop promises to ‘be considera- 
bly less as it isnow known that Argentina 
and India will both fall materially behind 
last year. 


FLAX AND ITS PRODUCTS 


Daily closing prices per bushel of flax- 

seed in Minneapolis, Chicago and Duluth: 

——Mpls—. —Duluth— Chyo. 

Spot ey Spot Mav Spot 

May 17......... L@1 1.43 1.43 1.42 
May J8......... 142% 1.42 - 1.44 
May 19.:....:.. 148% Lee 3 1.44 

y 20 1.41% 2 Ai 1.43% 

a. ae % 1.43% 1.43% 

23 40% Rt 1.43346 

In the week ended May 20, the ship- 
ments of oil cake from New York consist- 
ed of 18,407 long tons, against 6,010 in the 
preceding week and 20,432 in 1904. The 
chief cargoes were 1.477 tons to Antwerp, 
2,250 to Rotterdam, 5,186 to Liverpool, 1.- 
016 to Bristol, 7,537 to Havre and 941 tothe 
Mediterranean. 

Receipts of flaxseed for week ended Sat- 
urday and stock in store, at Minneapolis 
and Duluth, are shown below in bushels, 
(hundreds omitted) : : 

-—Receipts— 
1905 1904 





ee eeu 
iwizivNis 


—In store— 
1905 1:44 
Minneapolis.......... 7 18 77 44 
Duluth p 44 6.680 8,154 


| ea 19 62. 7.657 = 8.618 

There is not much doing in oil cake and 
oil meal. Inquiries for cake from abroad 
continue fair, but the volume of business 
done is not large. Recent rains brought 
out the grass and put pasture land in 
good condition, which has caused a mate- 
rial decline in the demand for oil meal for 
feed. Crude oil has increascd in price in 
sympathy with the advance in flaxseed. 
Following are quotations f.o.b. Minneapo- 
lis: oil cake, $24.50 and oil meal, $25.50@ 
26 per 2,000 Ibs; raw oil, 45¢ per gallon in 
car lots, 


May 24, 1905 


The final estimates of the flaxseed crop 
of the United States for 1904 by thé depart- 
ment of agriculture, together with the 
—- and the yield per acre, is given he- 

ow 
Per acre Cr 
Acres bus te, F 
537.356 10.8 5.803.000 
1,283.792 10.0 13. 0781.00 
= 256 10.0 


Minnesota 
North Dakota.... 
South Dakota.... 
Wisconson 


BEAM fies oie ses 
Missouri 


Oklahoma......... 
Indian Territory. 
(f 75.000 
254.000 
27 000 
12.000 
23,401 000 


Totals........... 2.008.565 





Foreign 


Glasgow 

GLASGOow, May 24.—(Special Cable 
Dullness has prevailed this week. Buyers 
held aloof and business passing has }een 
very small. Prices are as follows, net 
c.i.f., per sack of 289 Ibs: 
Spring— First patent Saeile ss Tee 

Straight. 20s 

ERNE IN cis coisa, se ndiga stein Re 
Ee a rt 6s 
Winter—First DETERS, 2's 

TOROS TANCS S555. S50 cee. Sone cecece SOS 

Fancy Witcher roe | . 
No. 0 Hungarian ....;.............. 288 9d@" 
Red-dog 13s 6d@ 1 +s 
Bran. per ton 

Sales ex-store. not including commis<ion, 
would represent an additional cost of (iis 
per sack. 





Liv. rpooi 


Li: VERPOOL, May 24.—(Special Cab! 
Business is of the most restri: ted nat 
Prices are nominally unchanged, but 
can be made only at concessions gr 
than sellers are inclined tc grant. 
following quotations show the rang 
prices, ¢.i.f., per sack of 280 Ibs, at w 
flour is salable here: 

Minnesota first patent ............ 
Minnesota second patent 

Minnesota first ciear 

Minnesota second clear 

Winter extra fancy ; 
Winter first patent................ 26s 
Kansas patent ................-.... 26s 
Hungarian first rnee ee Ree! SO 
Bran. per ton. ee 

Sales ex-store, “not. ine 1cluding ~ commision, 
ose represent an additional cost of $4@1~ per 
sac 





London 


LONDON, May 24. — (Special Cable 
This market is firm, with an upward tesd- 
ency. Quietness prevails and demauc is 
small: in fact, there is practically noc. if. 
business passing,,on account of offers |e- 
ing reiatively too dear. The following 
quotations are per sack of 280 Ibs, net c.i.f: 
Minnesota first patent ............ 268 @ss id 
Minnesota second patent.......... 24s 6d@2) 
Minnesota first clear.............. 198 6d@-0)s ti 
Minnesota low yriade.............. 163 @lis 
Kansas patent 24s bd tis 
IIo a os. < «tia sk deus vee 20g } : 
Town household, ex-inill 
Red-dog..... 

Bran. per ton. PT i 4 

Sales ex-store, not including comission 
would represent an additional cost of $d@ Is per 
sac 





Amsterdam 


AMSTERDAM, May 24.—(Special Cable.) 
—In this market the hardening tendency 
has continued, and demand is fair at im 
proving rates. Flour isin better request 
at sixpence advance. KRe-sellers are offer 
ing under exporters’ prices. thereby spoil 
ing trade. Quotations in this market are 
as follows, delivered terms per: 100 kilo 
(22014 lbs): 

Minnesota first patent 
Minnesota second vel utent. 
First clear.. ovat bacare mee ae 
Choice low ur ade . 





W. H. Hayward, secretary C. A. Gum 
brill Mfg. Co., Baltimore, Md: Domestic 
business has recently been somewhat |! 
ter, but we are afraid the advancing wh: 
market will destroy it once more. We 
doing no export business. Have had soiic 
bids tor July-August shipment, but thie) 
are about two shillings per sack un: 
manufacturing cust. Are able to mi 
feed at fairly satisfactory prices, and hi: 
no accumulation. Prices for wheat 
this market are very firm, having 
vanced 10@12c per bu. We havea su 
cient supply in our elevator to carry Us (0 
the new crop. The prospects for 1) 
wheat in Maryland were- never bet 
With no mishap, this state will prod 
a very large crop. 


W. R. Movius, president Lidgerw: 
(N. D.) Mill Co: The wheat plant 
looking very nicely, since the wa 
weather. We don’t think that the « 
wet weather has done it any harm, but 
stead, has been beneficial, owing to 
tendency of the roots to go down lo\ 
into the soil, causing better stooling, 
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HONGKONG’S TRADE 


By J20hn M: Turner 


Hongkong is, without doubt, the largest 
distributing point in the Far East, as 
steamers from every port on earth stop 
there to readjust their cargoes. Practical- 
ly nothing originates in Hongkong, and 
goods of every description which do not 
at once go aboard of another steamer, are 
sent toa warehouse. Ocean-going steam- 
ers do not come to a wharf in any port in 
the east, but lie in the harbor, and car- 
goes are lightered to other steamers or to 
the shore. All the barges are open, and 
when steamers discharge in the rain more 
or less wetting occurs to the cargo. 

Fiour is shipped to the Orient in 49-lb 
cotton sacks, and the business is all calcu- 
late:! on the sack basis. Thus Hongkong 
rece:ves about six million sacks of flour 
per ‘ear, the great bulk of which comes 
fro: the Pacific coast mills, the Sperry 
Flc .» Co. of San Francisco, and the Port- 
lan Flouring Mills Co. of Portland, Ore- 
go.. doing the largest business. This 
qu. tity of flour is distributed all over 
the -ast. The Philippines get most of 
the our consumed there from Hongkong, 
an -ingapore, Tientsin, Chefoo and ports 
in. »chin-China depend upon Hongkong 
fo. \eir supplies. 

. have stated, all business with na- 
tiv. isdone through a compradore, and 
wl this is a great advantage in credits, 
it! »its disadvantages. The compradore 
of «average house in the east does not 
de; id entirely upon his commissions 
fro. the house to which he is attached, 
for is revenue, but gets a commission 
fro every possible channel. The barge- 
ma who unloads the flour from the 
ste; ner has to pay a ‘‘squeeze’’ to him, 
the ‘oreman who hires the coolies to carry 
the ‘iour pays him something, and the 
wa: houseman also pays a commission on 
the -torage. 

Tis system of hiring a compradore to 
con ¢ between all transactions has devel- 
ope’ a ring of enormous proportions. 
Th: « the flour business is entirely in the 
hards of the Chinese. A half dozen or 
eig t men do all the flour business that is 
do: - in China from Hongkong, for while 
milis may have their own offices, they 
hase to look to these few natives for their 
bu-iness. Unless flour is sold through 
this ring, a brand can not be introduced, 
or an introduced brand can be killed if 
sold through outside channels. 

if flour is not stored in a ring ware- 
house, it is not so desirable, and the sale 
is affected if other flour more favorably 
situated competes. This is understood by 
the initiated flour millers, and while the 
condition is not liked, no way around it 
seems possible, except by concerted action, 
and up to now, all millers seeking that 
trade have worked without any co-opera- 
tion with one another, and Chinese buyers 
shop around from one seller to another, 
getting the cheapest offers possible, and 
then making counter‘offers to the party 
having the most desirable lot or position. 
Thus competition is keen both among the 
buyers and sellers. 

Many of the most desirable warehouses 
for storing flour along the shore are owned 
by Chinese. Where a mill ships to itself, 
in anticipation of a sale, it frequently 
happens that a sale is made after arrival, 
and an order on the warehouse passes to 
give a transfer of title, which is at once 
handed to the warehouseman, and the 
flour remains where it is until wanted. 
These warehousemen are frequently con- 
nected with Chinese banks, and are will- 
ing to advance money on the flour to na- 
tive owners, so that it becomes necessary 
to recognize the warehouseman as part of 
the distributing force for flour. 

This method has made him quite inde- 
pendent. If flouris put in store on the 
28th of the month, and taken out on the 
2nd of the following month, two months’ 
storage has to be paid, which would be 
considered a hardship anywhere else. Fre- 
qucatly if a flat receipt is changed for a 
he: otiable one, a month’s storage is 
charged on the parcel for changing the re- 


ce\.t. Flour men of long experience in 
the market told me these things, and I 
ha’+ po reason to doubt them. 


any people in the trade had told me 
th - Hongkong was a very hard market to 


sto flour in, as the climate was such that 
Ww vils bred in- a very short time, and it 
Ww: quite impossible to keep flour there 
W' out it getting full of weevils and 
woons. In Manila I heard that all flour 
f Hongkong was wormy, and would 


ho keep, even if packed in tin cans and 
sed air-tight. Flour packed in this way 
Ww id arrive at destination unfit for use, 
ye’ t did not occur to the people telling 
mf this that the eggs must have been 
- 1e flour before it had been packed in 
Mt ins. 
eof the great objections to buying 
Co: flouris the fear that it would be 
Wo eto keep than wheat flour, as the 
cli vate is suv moist and hot in summer. I 


knew that American millers were ship- 
ping corn flour to the West Indies, South 
Africa, South America and other tropical 
‘countries, ahd I did not see why it could 
not be sent to Hongkong without special 
danger, so I determined to visit the ware- 
houses, and see what the trouble was. 

Stanley Allen, manager for the Sperry 
Flour Co. of San Francisco, kindly offered 
to show them to me, and in company with 
his compradore we went one afternoon. 

I will never forget what I saw. The 
warehouses are of brick, solidly built, and 
two stories high, with about 25-foot ceil- 
ings. Flour is carried in on the backs of 
coolies, and stored about forty sacks high, 
clear to the ceiling on both fioors. The 
warehouses I visited would hold close to a 
million sacks each, piled as described, and 
when sufficient flour did not offer, other 
goods are stored in them. The age of flour 
has no bearing on its location; flour just 
arrived may be piled alongside of flour 
that has been in store for six months, and 
there is absolutely no separation between 
piles, the marks placed on the piles by the 
men distinguishing them. 

In the center of the second floor of one 
of the warehouses, I saw about twenty 
Chinese men and women engaged in sift- 
ing flour with a large square sieve hung 
from the ceiling, the flour being dumped 
into it, and shoveled up from the floor 
after passing through the sieve, while the 
worms were dumped into a basket along- 
side. This flour in the clean sacks was 
sewed up, and sent out to fill sales. The 
cost of sifting the flour was quitean item, 
and the sacks ran into a lot of money, al- 
though the old sacks were used as much 
as their condition and appearance would 
allow. 

After commenting on this I passed along 
to the darker part of the warehouse, and 
was there confronted with the cause of the 
trouble. In the corner was a pile of about 
20,000 sacks of flour, on which were perched 
not one less than a million weevil moths. 
The pile was literally black with them, 
and I called Mr. Allen’s attention to them. 

He said they were there always, he sup- 
posed always would be there, and they 
seemed to grow thicker with time. As I 
passed along tqward the light, I saw some 
fresh flour just off a steamer being 
brought up and piled in-another corner of 
the same great room. All the moths 
would have to do was to fly across the 
room and lay their eggs in this new flour, 
and in a week’s time it would have been 
alive. 

I asked Mr. Allen if the warehouse were 
never cleaned, or if sulphur was never 
burned to kill off the moths, or bisulphide 
of carbon used to destroy the pests, and he 
said that nothing had ever been done to 
his knowledge, and that Hongkong deal- 
ers in flour had come to look upon the 
weevil as a fixture, and one of the faults 
of the climate. 

No wonder flour gets weevily, nor is it 
strange that flour packed in tins in Hong- 
-kong, turns up full of worms in the Phil- 
ippines. Chinese warehousemen are not 
interested in driving the moths out; it is 
nothing to them, and might cost them 
money, and besides that, cleanliness is not 
a virtue with the Chinaman, as he lacks 
godliness with which to compare it. 

My suggestion that the mill erect its own 
warehouse on the other side of the bay, 
and clean house regularly in it, was met 
with the argument that the other side was 
not popular with the Chinese, and they 
preferred the Kowloon warehouse. This 
of course carries out the scheme they have 
of making things work together. The 
compradore used the warehouse because 
there was more in it for him, and it was 
in the ring around which all flour has to 
pass in getting from the mill to the man 
in the interior who eats it. Flour will al- 
ways be troubléd with worms just so long 
as dirty, moth-infested warehouses are 
used, and millers can stop the weevil 
trouble just as soon as they like by erect- 
ing their own warehouses, or stipulating 
that those they hire shall be kept free 
from moths. One good burning out per 
month will keep them free of what is now 
a great curse. 


ALTERED LOG BOOKS 


Donaldson Line Held Liable for Damage 
to Grain Cargo 





Herewith are given extracts from the 
court records in the case of C. F. Crichton 
& Co. of Glasgow, against Donaldson 
Brothers. It will be seen that the decision 
rendered in December, 1904, was confirmed 
on appeal: 

SHERIFF DAVIDSON’S DECISION 

Glasgow, December, 1904. Having heard 
parties’ procurators and considered the 
proof and productions: Finds that the 
pursuers, C, F. Crichton & Co., shipped a 
cargo of grain in the steamship Concordia 


belonging to the defenders, Donaldson 
Brothers, from a port in Canada to Glas- 
gow: that the said grain was damaged on 
the voyage in consequence of leakage in 
the ship. 

That by the bill of lading No. 11-1 of 
process, which formed the contract be- 
tween the parties, the defenders are not 
liable for any unseaworthiness in their 
vessel unless there should have been fault 
or negligence on the part of themselves or 
their servants: that the aforesaid leakage 
was known to exist by the defenders’ serv- 
ants prior to the shipping of the pursuers’ 
grain: that they are in these circum- 
stances not protected by the bill of lading 
aforesaid, but are liable, as having been 
in fault, for the loss sustained by the pur- 
suers. Reserving to pronounce further: 
Grants leave to appeal. (Signed) 

MARK GEORGE DAVIDSON. 
NOTE BY SHERIFF 

The pursuers, Crichton & Co., in the 
course of their business, shipped a cargo 
of grain with the defenders at a port in 
Canada, for delivery at Glasgow. The 
grain on arrival proved to be damaged - by 
leakage, and the pursuers seek to make 
the defenders liable therefor. By the bill 
of lading No. 11-1 of process, which em- 
bodied the obligations of the parties, the 
carriers are—to put it briefly—not liable 
in any case of loss through unseaworthi- 
ness of their vessel unless fault or negli- 
gence can be proved against them. 

That provision, applied to a concrete in- 
stance such as the accident to this grain, 
means that the shippers will be liable for 
the loss occasioned by the leakage if they 
either know or ought to have known of 
its existence prior to the sailing of the ves- 
sel upon the voyage during which the car- 
go was damaged, but that otherwise they 
are free. This is, I think, the interpreta- 
tion put upon a similar contract by the 
Lord Chancellor, in Gilroy Sons & Co. vs. 
Price & Co. 22R. (H. L.) p. 4. 

It was pointed out on the defenders’ part 
that the pursuers base their case very 
largely on inference drawn from the log 
books of the ship, and more particularly 
from the engineer’s log books entitled 
‘*steam log.’’ But it would be remark- 
able if they did not, as it is their only 
means of knowing what the condition of 
the vessel was prior to her 162nd voyage, 
which is the one in question. 

It is also not to be wondered at that they 
required to alter their original pleadings 
after having consulted these log books. 
What they did find there, and what they 
depend upon in their action is this: on the 
161st voyage—the outward voyage imme- 
diately prior to that in which the grain 
was shipped—there is an entry in the 
steam log under date 8th to 9th December, 
1902, *“‘Pump No. 4 hold 1 hr. through 
slight leakage from after peak.’’ (No. 4 
hold was where the grain was afterwards 
stowed ). 

For the rest of that voyage there is an 
almost constant daily entry; "‘Pump No. 
4 hold 1 hr. each watch,’’ though it is fair 
to say that No. 4 hold appeared to have 
been pumped every watch on the day be- 
fore the leakage is entered in the log. In 
the log of voyage 162, the same entry oc- 
curs from the very beginning; and in time 
we find that the pump was getting choked 
with grain, showing that the damage to 
the cargo had begun. 

The pursuers argue from these entries 
(1) that the leakage was discovered on the 
8th of December, and that No. 4 hold re- 
quired constant pumping thereafter: and 
(2) that the Concordia started on her 162nd 
voyage with a leak that was known to the 
defenders and that, therefore, the exemp- 
tion clause in the bill of lading does not 
protect. them. 

The defenders reply that the construc- 
tion the pursuers seek to have applied to 
these entries is a forced one, and that they 
indicate nothing more than a normal state 
of things. They have led evidence to 
show that the pumps are frequently put 
on for one hour and only worked for a few 
minutes; though their witnesses will not 
undertake tosay that in point of fact they 
were only so worked during the 161st voy- 
age. 

They have in process (either produced 
by themselves or in response to a call by 
the pursuers) the steam logs of the two 
voyages immediately succeeding the 162nd 
—the leak having of course been mean- 
time repaired. ‘Il'hese books are not very 
favorable to the defenders. In the 163rd 
voyage, which lasted thirty-six days, there 
is only mention made of pumping the 
holds six times, although there was plenty 
of bad weather—No. 3 hold being pumped 
thrice, and No. 4 hold thrice. 

I am not very well satisfied with two of 
the entries which relate to the latter. The 
log of voyage 164 is worse. For several 
successive days in the earlier portion of 
that voyage there appears the entry: 
‘*Holds pumped daily’’—these entries be- 
ing obviously interjected after the book 
had been made up, for they are in a differ- 
ent handwriting from that used in the 
rest of the log, and there are indubitable 
signs of erasure. 

The endeavor to alter the books is. very 
crude, the phrase ‘‘daily’’ occurring con- 
stantly ina page which purports to re- 
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count the events of a single day is sug- 
gestive of a clumsy attempt to doctor the 
books. There is no doubt at all in my 
mind that these. profitless amendations 
were made by some one who had a special 
purpose to serve, and the conclusion is in- 
evitable that they were put in by some 
over-zealous servant of the defenders in 
the hope that they might be of assistance 
in this present litigation. 

It is of course quite incredible that any 
responsible person connected with the de- 
fenders could have had anything to do 
with them, and I do not advert to them as 
being prejudicial to the defenders’ case, 
but only by way of indicating why I con- 
sider them of no assistance to the latter. 

The crucial question of the case comes 
to be, after all, what is reasonable infer- 
ence to be drawn from the log of the 161st 
voyage. I have gone through the volum- 
inous mass of evidence, and although I 
did not personally hear more than one or 
two of the witnesses examined, I have had 
the advantage of hearing the whole case 
most exhaustively and admirably debated. 
I have no doubt that much that was 
urged on behalf of the defenders is per- 
fectly true—that a record of pumping does 
not necessarily imply leakage, and that 
the pumps are often put on for an hour 
and hardly worked at all. 

It is perfectly true that a good deal of 
pumping appears in the log of the 160th 
voyage, and that that book bears no trace 
whatever of erasures or alterations. But 
I do not see how the defenders can ever ex- 
plain away that fatal entry of 8th Decem- 
ber. The authorities cited, interesting 
though they are, do not seem to me to af- 
fect the crux of the dispute which is to be 
found in this entry alone. 

On the date last mentioned it was known 
to the ship’s officers and, therefore. must 
presumably have been known, or ought to 
have been Lanern, to the defenders them- 
selves, that the Concordia had a leak from 
her after peak, which made it necessary to 
pump No. 4 hold. It follows of necessity 
that they must be presumed in law to 
have shipped the pursuers’ cargo on board 
of a vessel which had shown leakage in 
the hold where the cargo was to be stowed, 
and in which the cause of the leakage had 
not been discovered and removed. 

It is perfectly true that Mr. Hand and 
Mr. Barrett found the vessel in every way 
sound; but that was in November, prior 
to her 161st voyage. The defenders con- 
tend that the leakage which caused the 
damage complained of occurred during 
the heavy weather of the 162nd voyage, 
and that was not the same as mentioned 
in the steam-log of the 161st. 

I think that a contrary inference is to 
be distinctly drawn. For the reasons I 
have endeavored to make plain, I have 
come to the conclusion that the shippers, 
or those for whom they are responsible, 
were in fault: that they are, therefore, not 
protected by the bill of lading, and are lia- 
ble for the damage incurred. 

DECISION ON APPEAL 

Glasgow, 29th March, 1905. Having 
heard parties’ procurators, adheres to the 
interlocutor of 22nd December, 1904, and 
remits to the sheriff substitute for further 
procedure: Allows debate fees of £5. 

(Signed. ) W. GUTHRIE. 

NOTE BY APPELLATE JUDGE 

There has been a full and able debate. I 
do not think there is sufficient reason for 
differing from or indeed for doubting the 
soundness of the very convincing judg- 
ment of Sheriff Davidson. 

The log of five voyages of the Concordia 
are produced, and it may be said of them 
that the entries as to pumping are normal 
in all of them except in voyages 161 and 
162, the latter being the voyage in which 
the pursuers’ grain received damage. The 
entries in these indicate a leak in 161 in- 
creased by severe weather in 162. The ef- 
fort to explain away the persistent entries 
as to pumping No. 4 hold is not I think 
successful. 

There is no sufficient explanation of the 
fact that it is constantly logged that No. 
4 was pumped for an hour or an hour and 
a half each watch, while no such entry is 
made as to Nos. land 2. That being as it 
is, it is hardly enough for the defenders to 
say that it was the practice to put the 
pump on all the holds for an hour each 
watch and to log the fact. It is also to be 
noticed that the witnesses do not expressly 
say that the pumps did not draw water all 
the time they were going. They go no 
further than a surmise or probability that 
this was so. 

These considerations appear to confirm 
the reasons given by Sheriff Davidson for 
his judgment, which it appears to me un- 
necessary to repeat. ‘I'he case depends en- 
tirely on evidence; and while the defend- 
ers have certainly made a good fight, I 
think there is enough to show that there 
was a leakage not duly attended to even 
before the heavy weather on and after 
16th February by which the damage may 
have been seriously aggravated. 





Germany imported wheat and _ flour, 
from Aug. 1 to April 15, 1905, to the 
amount of 39,912,000 bus, against 43,600,- 
000 last year. 


Have a Care 
When something new comes out, 
Have a care. 

Watch well what you're about. 

ave a care. 
It may be something slick 
That will help you turn a trick- 
Or a glittering, golden brick. 

ave a care. 

—Barr. 


A Natural Impression 


A city automobile 
on a rampage skipped 
the sidewalk and 
took a header into a 
basement, turning a 
few somersaults and 
finally stopping with 
its wheels in the air 
revolving and sput- 
tering. The old cob- 
bler was found 
jammed into acorner 
of the shop, unhurt, 
but dazed. 

“What did you 
think it was?’ his 
rescuers asked. 

‘*I t’ought,’’ he 
gasped, ‘“‘dot vas a 
customer vat vas mad 
apout hees shoes !’’ 


The usual crowd was gathered round 
the stove in Si Perkin’s store swapping 
lies and exhibiting their ability in the art 
of expectorating, with the stove door asa 
bull’s eye. The man with the rubber boots 
has just finished telling a windy tale of 
how he had raised turnips down in Scho- 
harie county that weighed thirty-two 
pounds apiece, when Uncle Eben Stack- 
pole, who usually sat in the corner in si- 
lence, immediately jumped into the game, 
much to the surprise of every one. 
‘*B-gosh!’ said he, ‘‘down in the foundry 
where I worked last winter we med a big 
kittle. It tuk more’n forty on us seven 
weeks ter finish it.’’ ‘‘Gee whiz,’’ ejacu- 
lated the man with the red flannel mit- 
tens; ‘“‘hoaw big wuz that ar kittle?’’ 
‘Twelve feet deep and twenty feet wide, 
b-gosh!’’ said Uncle Eben as he madea 
shot for the stove door and missed. ‘‘Gosh 
all fish hooks,’’ said the man with the 
rubber boots. *‘What in thunder was thet 
big kittle fer’? ‘*Ter cook one o’ them 
derned old turnips yer jist tole about,’’ 
quickly said Uncle Eben, and the cider 
was on the man with the rubber boots. 

Quack. 


Tainted Money 

Oh Rockyfeller, Johnny Rock. 

Send me some tarnished tin 
Some gelt that guiltily was got, 

Some coin that’s soaked in sin. 
Mazuma though malodorous 

Will very welcome be. 
Just send along the sickening stuff 

And leave the rest to me. 

Barr. 


‘‘Who is it wants me now?’’’ snapped out 
Old Nick, impatiently. 

“Two men, apparently on 
answ ered the apprentice. 

‘Learn their wants and report.’ 

In a few moments the assistant re-en- 
tered and said, *‘‘One of the men, who 
looks very despondent, states that he isa 
miller, and the other says he is his sales- 
man. They claim that with the export 
business shut off and more men on the 
road selling flour than customers to buy 
it, they would like to supply us with a 
special brand of patent flour ground es- 
pecially for hot climates which they guar- 
antee to be made of the highest grade of 
No. 1 northern wheat and offer at $5.10 
per barrel.’ 

‘Tell ’em I’ve had ten offers today 20c a 
barrel lower than their price. The fifteen 
men you passed in the hall are all flour 
men whoare here trying tosell me. No, ’m 
drummed to death all the time.’? With 
their travelling cases in their hands, the 
two men, miller and salesman, sadly took 
their leave to go still further in search of 
a market, while the grain gambler, slow] 
roasting in pit A. 3597, gave a wild shrie 
of joy and turned over. 


business, ’’ 


Heimer. 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


Special Notices 


The rate for Want advertisements in this 
department is 20c a line of seven words 
minimum charge, $1. For the benefit of 
those out of @ Po sition, advertisements of 
Situations Wanted will be accepte at one- 
half_the above figures, both as to price and 
minimum charge. 

Cash must accompany the order to avoid 
the opening of transient accounts. 











HELP WANTED 








YOMPETENT HELP — MILLOWNERS IN 
need of experienced managers, flour sales- 
men, bookkeepers hi millers, operative mill- 
ers, engineers, millwrights, packers, etc., can 
write to the Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis, 
Minn. They can be placed in communication 
with the best of help. In asking for men, state 
wages, length of employment, e 








SITUATIONS WANTED 








WANTED — MILLWRIGHT WORK ON 

spouting. Alreference in large mills and 
a ones. . F. Kidd, 10 West 29 St., Minne- 
apolis. 


y TANTED—SITUATION AS HEAD MILL- 

er in a mill from 200 to 500 bbls capacity. 
Am holding a good position, but desire to bet- 
ter myself. Address, Miller 373, care North- 
western Miller, M.nneapolis. 


y ANTED—POSITION AS HEAD MILLER 

in mill of 75 to 300 bbis, or as second in 
larger. Experienced with reels. sifters and 
different wheats. Satisfaction given. Want 
steady work. Cancomeon short notice. Ad- 
dress W. B.. Box 95, Firth, Neb. 








PICK OUT A BARGAIN 


We have a stock of Willford, Allis, Case and 
Stevens rolls. Also purifiers, scalpers, reels 
and buhr mills. A 10x20 Buckeye engine; and 
a 12x36 Allis engine. and boilers of different 
sizes. Cleaners, cyclone dust collectors, cupped 
belting, scales. All are second hand, but in 
good condition. Address 

NEIDHARDT MACHINERY CO., 
1007 3d St. S Minneapolis, Minn. 


FOR SALE 
Refitted and guaranteed 


2 Nordyke & Marmon, double roller flour mills, 
rolls 9-in.x18-in. 

3 Nordyke & Marmon, double roller flour mills, 
rolls 9-in.x24-in. 

1 Bran machine. 





No 1 Eureka steam feed cooker, new, capacity | 


21 gals. 

Fairbanks platform scales on wheels, cap. 800 lbs 
GAS AND GASOLINE ENGINES 

25-hp Ajax gas. 15-hp Wayne gas, new. 
20-hp Simplex gas. 10-hp Wayne gas, new. 
18-hp Otto gas. 10-hp Charter gasoline. 
‘ CORLISS ENGINES 
2 30-in.x48-in., Lane & Bodley. 
2 24-in.x48-in., Lane & Bodley. 
1 16-in.x42-in., L. H., Hamilton. 
1 16-in.x36-in., R. H.. Bates. 
1 14-in.x42-in., R. H., Harris. 
1 14-in.x36-in.. L. H., Nagle, new. 

AUTOMATIC ENGINES 

2814-in.x52-in.. R. H., Buckeye. 
30-in. x24-in., H. R., Harrisburg. 
17%-in. x18-in.. L, H., Buckeye. 
16%-in.x27-in., R. H. "Buckeye. 
14-in.x24-in., R. Re Buckeye. 
14-in.x16-in.. center crank, Clark. 
11-in.x16-in., R. H., Russell. 

Also boiler feed pumps, boilers, fans, elec- 
trical machinery, etc. Send for stock list. 


WICKES BROTHERS, Saginaw, Mich. 





POSITION | WANTED — AS MILLER OR 

grinder in millof 100 bbls and larger. Have 
had large experience. Am 34 years old; can do 
all kinds of repair work and am strictly up to 
date. Western states preferred. Can make 
change on a week’ 's notice. Address, C. J. Wag- 
ner, Parkston, S. D. 


EAD MILLERS—LOOKING FOR JOBS-- 
advertise in this department—pretty sure 
to get results. Millowners—large and small— 
read this column. Many operatives secure 
good p%sitions in this way. The same applies 
to second millers, millwrights, engineers, office 
men, packers and other mill help. Give it a 
trial. Cost 50c per week for 35 words. Address 
The Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 











MILLS FOR SALE AND TO LEASE 








\ ILLS, ELEVATORS, MILL SITES, WA- 
4 ter power, second- hand machiner , interest 
in mills or other property find rea y buyers, 
sellers, or investors through an advertisement in 
these columns, Readers of the Northwestern 
Miller are men with purchasing power. 


NOR SALE—125-BBL FLOUR MILL WITH 
grain elevator in connection in southeast- 
ern South Dakota. Excellent business. Good 
wheat country. Property belongs to an estate 
and must be sold. Here is a chance to buy a 
good mill ata bargain. Might take some land 
or good securities in part payment. For further 
information address, Wagner Bros., Agents, 
Tabor, 8S. D. 











MISCELLANEOUS 








NIAGARA FRONTIER FACTORY PROP- 


erties. Kingsley, Buffalo. 





WANTED PRACTICAL MAN WITH 

capital to build 100-bbl mill in center of 
best wheat country in the world; good water, 
cheap fuel. For fuller information write J. B. 
Craig, Secretary Board of Trade, Elgin, 
Manitoba. 


\ ’ANTED—50 TO 100-BBL MILL FAVORA- 

bly located. Have 400 acres desirable land 
to exchange. No encumbrance. unless very 
small, would be assumed. Give full particulars 
in first letter. Address Acres 385, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 








SECOND-HAND MACHINERY 


Five Plansifters; 3 Universal bolters; 1s: uare 
sifter; 40 stands rolls, all sizes; 7 feed mi 
purifiers; 10 feed mills; can furnish you most 
anything you_need in the line of second-hand 
machinery. Write for prices and description. 
We furnish cloth and do corrugating. J. 
£LLES CO., 309 South 3d St., Minneapolis. 

inn. 





FOR SALE 
Second-Hand Engines. 


One 18-in.x42-in. R. H. Atlas-Corliss Engine. 
One 26 hp. Rice Automatic Engine. 

One 8%- -in.x14-in. Russell Slide Valve Engine. 
One 7-in.x10-in. Center Crank Slide Valve En- 


gine. 
One 7-in.x8-in. Center Crank Slide Valve En- 
gine. 
Two 6-in.x8-in. Center Crank Slide Valve En 
gines. 


All in good order. Center Crank Engines 
never ran two months. 


MINNEAPOLIS STEEL & MACHINERY CO., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 





For $61.44 tastetuily? dec 
each piece fits safely in Ps fon of tae. 
THE AMERICAN CHINA COMPANY 


Mfrs. High Grade Decorated Semi-Porcelain 
Toronto, Ohio, U.S. A. 








cA. E. Baxter Engineering 
C& «Appraisal Co. 
945 Ellicott Square, Buffalo, N. Y. 


Builders of High-Grade 
Flour and Cereal -Mills. 





May 24, 1905 





ELEVATOR 
FOR SALE 


500,000 Bushels Capacity 
on the Burlington R. R. 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Address G. F. 
care of Northwestern «Miller 
St. Louis, Mo. 








Round Reels 

Iron Prince Scourer 
Richmond Scourers 
For sale cheap 


EVERETT, 
AUGHENBAUGH & CO. 
WASECA, MINN. 











Using too 
Much Wheat 


Having trouble with your 
yield? Perhaps its your 
rolls? They may be. dull 
or untrue. If that is the 


them — and 
give you a quick and per- 
fect job. rite us. 


Twin City Machine Shop 
Garbett & Schneider, Proprietors 
Minneapolis, Minneapolis 








REWARD 











Short Weight Flour! 
Bran Adulteration ! 











or Federal laws. 





$100 REWARD 


The Millers’ National Federation will pay the sum 
of $100 for information leading to the detection and 
conviction of millers or others guilty of packing 
flour short in weight, or aculterating bran or other 
mill products contrary to the requirements of State 


L. T. JAMME, Secretary 
612 Royal Insurance Building, CHICAGO, ILL. 














